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SLAWKENBERGir 
FABELL A * 

'P'ESPERA quad^mfrigldula, paflertor't in par- 
te menjii Augiijii, pengrinus, mtdo fusca co- 
lore infidetttt mantita a iergo, paucii indi^u, bi- 
nis calceis, bracinsgue ferk'u coccine'ti rephta, Ar-_ 
^entoratum mgrejfu-i ejl. 

MUlli eutn ptrcontanti, qimm partus intrarrt^ 
dixit, fi apud Nnfonim protnsnlerium fuiffi, Frdn,- 
tiim prajiciscii et Argetttoratum, tranfttu a4 
Sarmati*, men/is intervallo, re'uerfurum. 

Miles peregrini in facletn fiispex'it Hi boni^ 

nova for ma tiafi! 

At mttltum mihi profuit, inquit perfgrinus car- 
piim amrnte extraheni, e quo pepmdii acinaca ; Lo- 
culo nuinutn itifiruil ; el magna cum tirbanitate, pi- 
lei parte anteritri iaila manii finijlra, iit txteiidit 
. dextram, militi Jlorinum dedit et procejfit, 

Dplet mihi, ait miles, fympaiiijlam namtm et 
valgttm alloqutrtf, virum ndeo urbanutn vaginum 
perdidiffe ,- itinerari hand paterit mtda acinaci, ne- 



* As Hafen Slawkenbergius de Kalis'^ ex- 
tremely fcarce, it may not be unacceptable to 
the learned reader to fee a fpccimen of a few 
■ pages of his original ; 1 will make no rcfleflion 
upon it, but that his llory-telling latin is much 
moTC coDcife than his philofophic— and, I thijik, 
has more of latinity in it. 
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SLAWEENBEROIUS'S 

TALE 

IT Was one cool-rtfrefliing evening, at the clofe 
of 3 very fultry day, in the latter end of the- 
month of Augult, when a Uttnqer mountetl u- 
pona-dark mule, with a fmall cloak-bag behind 
him, containing a few Aiirts, a pairof flioes, and 
St criotfon fatiQ patr of breeches, entered the 
town of Strafburg.- 

He told the centinel, who c^ueftioned him as 
he entered the gates, that he had been at the Pro- 
montery of Noses— — — wa^^oing on to Frank- 
fort—and fhould be back again at Straftiirgh that 
day month, in his way to the bordeis of Crim 
Tartary. 

The centinel looked up into the Granger's' face 
— ^leverfaw fuch a nofe in his life ! 
—I have made a very good venture of it, ^uoth 
the ftranger — fo, (lipping his writt out of the 
loop of a black riband, to which a Ihort fcymitar 
■was h ling, he put his. hand into his pocket, and, 
with great couTtcfy, touching the fore-part of his 
-cap with his left hand, as he extended his right 
■ — he put a florin into the centinel's hand, and 
.paScdon. 

It grieves me, fald the centinel, fpfiaking to a 
little dwariifti, bandy-legg-d drammer, that fo ' 
courteous a foul fhoiild have lo(t hia fcabbard 

: — he carinot travel without onetohiifcy- 

mitar, and will .not be able to get a fcabbard 

to fit it in all Strafburg. 1 never had 

one, replied the ftranger, looking back to (he 
centinel, and putting his hand up to his cap as 
he fpoke—^——! carry it, continued he, thus,— 
.A3 
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6 The LIFE and OPINIONS op 

gue vaginam toto Argentornfo, hahilem invtnlet. 
1 1 Nullum iitiquam habui, refpondit peregrinur 

respic'uns — ieque ccmiter mclinans hoc more geji» 

1 nudum adnacem elirvant, muh leate progredlentt, ui 
itasum tueri pessim. 

Non immeriie, benlgne peregrine, reipondlt miles. 
-^Nihili astimo, ait ille tympanista, e pergamtnafae- 
■ titias est. 

Prout Christianui sum, inqult miles, nasus ille, ni 
sexties major fit, meo ejjet conformis. 

Crepilare audivi, ait tympanista. 
Mehercule .' fanguinem emijfet, refpondit miles. 
Miferet me, inquit tympanista, qui non amio ieti- 
grmus ; 

Modem temporit punBo, quo hac res argummtata' 
fuit inter milttem et tympanistam, diieeptabatur ibi- 
dem tubicine et uxare fua, qui tunc accejjertmt, et 
- per^inepratereunte, restilerunt. 



^antus nasus ,- aque langus est, ait tubictna, ac 

Et ex eodem metallo, ait luhicen, velut sternuta- 
menia audias, 

Tantum abest, refpondit ilia, quoilfstalam dalce- 
' dine vinrit. 

JBneusest, ailHuiit:en. 

i^equaquam, respondit uxor, 

Rurfum a£irmo, ait tubicen, qtiedaneut est. 

Rem penitiis exflorabo ,- prius, enim digito tangam, 

itit uxor, quam darmivero. 

Mulus peregri/ti, gradu lento pregrejpis est, ut 
unumquodque verbum conlrover/ite, non tan turn 
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TRISTRAM SHANDY, Gent. r 

Eolding up his naked Icimitar, his mule moving 
enfiowlf allthctimc, on purpole to defend mf 
nofe. 

It is well worth it, gentle llrangcr, replied the 
eentinel. 

— — Tis not worth a Gnglff ftiver, faid the 
bandy>legg'd drummer—— 'tis a nofe of parch- 
ment. 

As I 'am' a true Catbolick— except that it is fix 
times as big -'tis a nofe, faid the eentinel, like 
my own. 

— I heard it crackle, faid the drummer. 

By dunder, faid the eentinel, I faw it bleed. 

What a picy, cried the bandy-legg'd drummer, 
we did not bodi touch it ! 

At the very time thafthis difpute was main- 
taining by the eentinel and the drummer 
was the fame point debating betwixt a trum- 
peter and a trumpeter's wife, who were juft then ■ 
coming up, and had Hopped to fee the ilranger 
pafs by. 

Bcnedicite I — What a nofe ! 'tis as long, faid ' 
the trumpeter's wife, as a trumpet. 

Andof the fame metal, faid the trumpeter^ as 
you hear by its fncezing. 

— ^*Tis as foft as a flute, faid {he. 

— 'Tis brafs, faid the trumpeter. 

-—'Tis a pudding's end, faid his wife". 

I tell thee again, faid the trumpeter, 'tis a bra^ 
zen nofe. 

I'll know the bottom of it, faid the trumpet- 
er's wife, for I will touch it with my finger before 
I flecp. 

The (Irangcr's mule moved on at fo flow a 

rattfj-that he heard every word of the difpute, 

A4 
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ioier militem tt tytipaniflam, it^tmtn ttfum inter tu^ 
ikinem et, uxortm ejus,audiret. 

NfquaquatHt ait tile, tn mall collifmjritita Jtr 
iiuttens, et manibui ambabiu in peffus pofilis, f mu- 
lt lente progredUnte ) nequaguam, ait Hie, rejpiciens,- 
ttgrt nfce/Ji efl ut-rts ifihae ailue,idistaferet. Miatpu 
gentium I meus nafut nunquam tangetur, dumfplri- 
tuj hoj regit (trtui-^—ad qufd^^dum T .ait uxor- 
iiirgomagJ/lri. - 

Peregrimu illi tun rej^ndit. .Vatum faaehat 
tunc temforii fan^o Nicolao i quo falh, in Jtuum 
dextram inferenSf e qua fiegligenter' pependit acijia- 
eeiy lento gradu proce0t per platettm ,j1rgenierati 
latatn qua ad diverfirium iempla .ex adverfum dtt- 



Peregrinus mulo defiendens, jfiAuh iitctudi,. .tt 
tnantieam inferri jujfit .• qua aperia el cocciftiis fe- 
rfcii Jemoraliius extraSis cum arg^nteo laciniat* 
flu^iiial} his. fife indtntt itatim^uet atinad tn nufiUt 
aajomm deamiulavit. 



^iod uii peregrinui ejet ingrejiu, uxsrem tu- 
bicinis obvia/H tuntem afpieit ; Ulko carjiim fie^lit. 
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TRISTRAM SHANDY, Gent. ^ 

not 'Only bctwixl the c«ntincl and the drummcrj 
but betwixt the trumpeter and the trumpetei's 
wife. ' 

No ! faid he, dropping his reins upon his mule's 
necif, and laying both hia hands upon his breaft) 
the one over the other in a faiiit-Kke pofition (hia 
mule going on eafilya!! the tinw) -No ! laid he, 
looking up,— I am not fuch a debtor to the world 
-^-^flandered and difappointed as I have been 
• " t^ ' • as to give it that conviflion — No! faid he, . 
my nofe fliatl never be touched whilft heaven 
gives me Itrcngth — To do what ? faid a burgo- 
maller's wife. 

The ftrahger took no notice of the burgo- 
mafter's wife— —he was making a vow to Saint 
Nicolas i which done, having uncrofTed his arms 
with the fame folemnity with which he croired 
them, he took up the reins of his bridle with his 
left hand, and putting his rightiiand into his bo- 
fomj wiriihis fcimitar hanging loofdy to the wrift- 
of it, he rod* on as flowly^sone foot of the 
mule could follow another, rfirough tfte principal 
Itrcets of' Stra&urg, till chance brought him to 
the great inn in the market-place, over'agaifllt 
the church. 

Ihe montent th£ ftranger alighted, he ordereii '. 
his' mule to be led into his ftable, and hts cloak- 
bag to be brought in ; then opening, and taking 
out of it his crimfon-fatin breeches, with » fil- 
ver-fringed— — fappendagcto them, which Idare . 

not tranllate) he put his breeches with hia 

fringM cod-piece on, and forthwith, with his 
fliort fcimitar in his hand, walked out to the grand 
parade. 

The ftranger had juft taken three turns upon • 
the 'parade, when he perceived the trumpeter's ^ 
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metuens ne najut fuut exphraretur, atque ad di- 
ver/orium rigreffus efl' exuit fe vestihus ,- brai- 

tas coceineat /ericas mantica impejuit molumque educi 



Francofurtum projiclfcor, ait ilU, tt Argentoratutn 
qtuituer abhirtc hebdsmadis revertar. 

Bene eurafli hoc jumentum (ait) mulijacitm manu 

demukem m*, mantkamque meam plus Jexcent'u 

milU pajjibuf pVtavit. 

Longa via est P rffpotidit hofpts, nijt piurimumr 
tjflt negotii. — Enimvtre, ait perigrinus, a noforum 
promantario redii, et nojum Jpeciojiffimum, egregia- 
Effimumqtie qucm unquam qiiifquatn Jorti^us tstt "'^ 
quifivi. 

Dum peregrinui hane tniram rationem, de fiipfo 
reddit, ho^es et u:t9r 'jut, oculis intentti, peregrine - 
tia/iim cantemplantur. — Per/an^M, fanBoJque omr 
niSi ait hofpitis uiier, tiafts duodecitn njaximis 

in toto Argentqrate major esf . estne, aititla, mar- - 

ritiin aurem infi^urram, nottitt eji nafus prxgran- 
dif! 



' Dotur ineitf anime mi, ait hofpes-r-^nafut etf : 
jalsus.— 

Verus est, refpandtt uxtr. — 

Bx ahietefifBus tit, ait iJIe, ierebinthifium oUt-^ 

Carhunculus intst, ait uxor. 
Meriuiu tit naius, reipendil ha/pet. 
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TRISTRAM SHANDY, Gs«t. -, 

vife at the oppofite fide of it— fo turning Shotti 
in pain lest his nofe Ihould be attempted, he in- 
stantly went hack to his inn — undreffed himfelf^, 
packed up his crim'fon-fatin breeches, &c. in hit 
cloak-bag,-and called for his mule. 

I am going forwards, faid the ftranger, for 
Franckfort — and (hall be back at Strafburg this - 
day month. 

J hope, continued the stranger, stroking down 
the face of his mule with his left hand, as he 
was going to mount it, chat you have been kind 

to this faithful flave of mine it has carried 

me and my ,cloak-bag, continued he tapping the ' 
mule's back, above Cm hundred leagues. 

'Tis a low journey, Sir, replied the master of 

the inn — uniefs a man has great bufinefs. Tut ! 
tut ! faid the stranger, J have been at the pro- 
montory of nofes j and have got me one of the 
goodliest and jotliest, thank heaven, that ever fell 
to a fingle man's lot. ■ 

Whilst the stranger was giving this odd ac- 
count of himfelf, the master of the inn, and his 
wife, kept both their eyes fised full upon the 

stranger's ncrfe By Saint Radagunda, faid the 

iiin-kecpcr's wife to herfelf, there is more of it 
than in any dozen of the largest nofes put to- 
gether, in all Strafburg ! is it not, faid Ihe, whif- 
pering her hufband in the car, is it not a noble 
nofe? 

'Tis an impostor, my dear, faid the master of 
the inn — ^'tis a falfe nofe. 

* Tis B true nofe, faid his wife. 

'Tis made of fir-tree, faid he — I fmell the tur- ~ 
pen tine. 

There's pimple on it^ faid flie. 

Tis a deadnofcj ceplicd the inn-keeper^ 

'„,.... ..Goooli 
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Vivtu tflf ait Ul(^- ISji ip/a vlvam langam. 

VotamfecifanSio Nicolas, ait ptregrinus, n^um 
mtum intaffum fere ufque ad~i~^y«dnam tmpui f 
iilin refpendit ijla. 

Minimt tangttur, iaquit iUe (manihiis in pe3us 
comps/itiij ufque ad illam horam—^^am horam ? 
ait if/a. — Nultmm, re/pendit fifregriaw, donee pervcm 

nio ad — ^uetm /acum,~^6fecro ? ait iila Pet-. 

regrims nit refpattdtnj nuilo eeafctafi diJct^U 
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TRISTRAM SHANDY, Gt»T. tj 

Tis alive nofe,and if I am alive myfelf, faid 
4lie inn-keeper's wife, I wilt touck it. 

I have made a vow to Saint Nicolas this da^, 
. faid the ftnmgcT, that my note Ihall not be touch- 
ed till — Here the ftranger, fufpcnding his voiccj 
looked up— Till when ? faid ftie haftifjf. 

It Ihall never be touched* faid he, clafping his 
hands and bringing them clofe. tohis breaft, till . 
that hour— What hour ? cried the inn-keepct's 
\rifc. "Never ! never I faid the flranger, never 
till I am got — For heaven's fake into what place ? 
faid (he.-— The fttan^r rode away withouc faying 
a word^ 

Tha ftranger had tiot get half a league on his 
way towards Frankfort, before all the city of 
Strafburg was in an uproar about his nofc. The 
Ccnnpline-faellG were juJl ringing to call the Straf- 
faurghcTS to their devotions, and fhut up the da- 
ties of the day in prayer : no foul in alt Straf- 
tturg heard 'em— the city was like a fwarm of 
bees,— men, women, and children {the Compline 
bells tinkling al! the time] flying here andthere 
in at one door, out at another — this way 
and that wa y . long ways and crofs ways— 
up one ftrcet, down anotlwr ftrcet— in at this- 
alley, out at that— did you fee it ? did you fee 
it ? did yott fee it ? O ! did you fee it ?'■ 
who faw It ? who did fee it i for mercy's fake 
who faw it !— - 

Alack a'day 11 wa6 at vefpers ! I was wa(h- 
iog, I was ftarehing, I was fcoudug, I was quilt- 
ing — God help me I I never faw it — I never 
touched it I Would I had been a centincl, a 
bandy-iegg'd drummer, a trumpeter, a trumpet- 
er's wife, was the general cry and lamentation 
Jo every ftreet and corner of Strafburg. 
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WhiUt this diforder and confuGon triumph- 
ed tliroughouc the great city of Stralbutgh,. was 
the courteous stranger going on as gently tip- 
. on his inule, in his way. to Frankfort, as if be 
had no concern at all in the 'afikir-^talking all 
the way he rude, ia broken fentcnces, fome- 
timcs to his mule — fometimcs to hitnfelf:— fomc- 
times to his Julia. 

O Julia, my lovely Jtilia ! — nay ["cannot stop - 
to let thee bite that thistle— that ever the fuf^ 
pe^ed tongue of a rival Ihould have robbeti me 
of enjoyment when 1 w.as upon the point of taeU 
ing it 

Pugh ! — tia nothing but a thistle — never l 
mind it— tliou shalt. have a better fupper ac . 
night,. 

Banifhcd from my country^my frieads-T- - 

ftom thee . 

Poor devil, thou art fadly tired. with thy. jour- - 
ney !^-come — get on a little fa$ter«-there'« no- 
thing in my cloak-bag but two (hirt6-~a crimfon- 
fatin pair of bteechesj ^nd a Jringed — Dear Ju- 
lia. 

But why tO'Ffanlbfortf-^is it thnf therC' is 
a hand unfclt, which fecretly is conducing me 
through thefe oieanderB and unfuipe^ed traSs \ 
—, — Stumbling ! by faint Nicholas ! every step 
— 1 — whyatthis ratewelhaU be all night in. get- 
ting in 

To hap^nefs— or am -I to bethe fport of for- 
tune, and ilandei— destined, to be driven forth> un- 
convi^ed — unheard — ^uptouched— if fo, why did 
I not etay at Strafburgh^. where justice— but 

I, had fworn ! Come — thou ftialt drink — to 

faint Nicholas— —O Julia !— — Wh^ dost 
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TRISTRAM SHANDY, Gekt. »y 

thoo prick op thy ears at ? 'tis notluog but 

a mail, &c. " 

The ftranger rode on communing in tliis man- 
ner with his mule and Julia till he arrived 

at his inn, where, as foon as lie arrived he a- 

lighted — faw his mule as he had promifed il;, 

t:iken good care of took off his cloak-bag, 

with his crimfon-fatin breeches, 8ec. in it 

called for an omtct to his fupper, went to his bed 
about twelve o'clock, and in five minutes fell faft . 
aflcep. 

It was about the fame hour, when the tumult- 
in Strafburg being abated for that night, ■ 
theStrafburghershad all got quietly into their 

beds but not. like the ftranger, for the reft 

either of their minds or bodies ; queen, Mab, like 
an elf as Ihe was, bad taken the llranger's nofe 
and, without any reduction of its bulk, had that 
night been at the pains of Hitting and dividing it 
into as many nofes of different cuts and falhions* 
as there were heads in Strafburg to hold them . 
The abbefs of Quedlingbcrg, who; with the four 
great dignitaries o( her chapter, the priorefsi 
the deanefs, the fubchantrefs, and feiiior ca- 
nonefs, had that week come to Stralburg to con- 
fult the univerfity, upon a cafe of conscience, 

relating to their pUcket-holes -was ill all the 

night. 

The courteoiu ftranger's nofe had gotperch- 
ed upon tbe top of the pineal gland of her 
faiain, and made fuch roufing work in the fan- 
cies of the four great dignitarie&«f her chapter, 
they could not get a wink, of deep the whole 

night thro', forit — . there was no keeping a 

limb Itill amooglt them— —in Qiort they gqt up 
like fo many ghofts. 
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The pcuSterttiaries of fke thirdoi^eT of faint 

Francis ^thc nuns of mount Calvary 

the Praemonllratenfes -the Clumenfcs • 

the Carthnfiaits, and all the feveier ordercf 

ofnsns-ivho hy that night in blanket or hair- 
cloth were ftill in a worfc condition than the 

abbefs of Quedlingberg-'-^ By fumbling ani 

ttrfftng, and tofling Hnd tumblitig from one fidfe 
■of their beda to the other the whale night kmg^ 

— kthe fcveral fillerhoods had fcl-atch'd and 

maul'd themfelves all to death — — tlicy got out 
of their beds almoft flay'd alive— ——every body 
thought St. Anthony had viftted them for pro- 
bation with his fire ■ they had never once^ 

- in fliort, Ihut their eyes the whole night long, 
ftoiti vefpers to liiatins. 

The nuns of fffitHr Urftla t.&ed the wifeft— 
riicy never attempted to go to bed at all. 

The dean of Strafburg, (he prebendaries, the 
capitulars and domiciliars (capitularly alTembled 
in the morning tocofllider the cafe of butter'd 
buns) all wifticd they had followed the nuns of 
faint Urfula's example.— — — In the hurry and 
eonfufioa every thing had been ip the night be- 
fore, the bakers had al! forgot to lay their leaven 
—there were no butter'd bona to be had for break- 
faft in all StrafbuT^-— ^thc whole clofe of the 
cathedral was in one eternal commotion * 
Such a caufeof teftie^nefs and difquietude, and 
fuch a zealoQs inquiry into the caufe of that reft- 
lefihefsj had-nerer happened ib Straiburg, fince 
Martin Luther, with his doftrines, had turned 
rije city upfide down. 

* Hnjen SlaiuketibergiuJ means the Bettf divine 
tmm if Clunyi founded in the year S»40> hy OdO) ab- 
be de Cliinif. 
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' If the ftrangei's nofe took . this Jibcrty of 
. ihiufting itfcif mus into the «Uihcs.* of religious 
order s> &c. what a carnival did his nofe roalcc 

of it, in ihofe of the laity 1 'tis more than 

.ay pen, worn to the.fi ump as it is, has pow- 
'Gf to defcribe, tho' I JtcknowJedgc, (cries Slaw- 
kenbcrgi:us, .with more gaiety of dtought than. I 
could have cspc^ed from him) that there is many 
.sgood &mite now fubfiHing in the woiJd, which 
.might^ive my countrymen Tome idea of it ; 
but at the cbfe of fuch a folio as this, wrote for 
their fakes, and in which I have fpent the grcM- 
eftpartof my life.-^ — > — tho' I own to them the 
viimilc is in bciag, yet would it not be unreafon- 
;U>lie .in them to ei^£l I Ihoold have either 
time or inclination to fearch for it !— Let it fuf- 
;fice to fay, that the riot and difordcr it occaGon- 
. cd in the Strafburgher^s fantafies was fo.genetal— 
..fuch an overpowering maflcrOiip had it got of ail 
.the facultieso£theStrafbuTgher'Eininds--^oinanf 
-ftrange things, with equal confidence on aU 
-fides, and with e<]ual eloquence in all places, 
were fpqken and fwom to concerning it, that 
it turned the whole ftream of all difcourfe and 
wonder towards it— —every foul good and bad 

• -rich and poor— learned and unlearned—— 

doflor and ftudent miftrefs and maid— — 

Sentle and Ilmple—— nun's flefh and woman's 
e(h in Strfilburg,.fp«nt their time in hearing ti- 

* Mr, Shand^i eomfi/immtt -to nmttrt—U very 
finfiiU ibal S/avAertbergiui has bert changed his 

metaphor^— which he w i>ery guilty ef\ ihatf 

at a iranjlatir, Mr, Shandfbai ail ahng dene what 
be ewlitto make him fiick to it—tutthatbtrc'twat. 
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dings about it — — every eyqm Strafcurg langilii fil- 
ed to fee it — every finger— every thumb in Strrf- 
burg burned to touch it. 

Now, what might add, if any thing may be 
thought neceffary to add to fo vehement a defire 
^— was this, that the centirtcl, the bandy-lcgg'd. 
drummer, the trumpeter, the- trampeter's wife, 
the burgo-mafter'e widow, the mafler of the inrt, 
and the mafter of the inn's wifi, how widely fo- 

- ever they all differed every one from another in 
their teftimonies and defcriptions of the ftran- 

ger'a nofe they all agreed together in two- 

points — namely, that he was gone to Frankfort, 
and would not return to Stralburg tilF that day 

"month; and fccondly, whether his nofe was true 
or fatfe, that the ftranger himfelf was- one of the 
moll perfeft paragons of beauty the fineft 

■ made man ! — the moft genteel ! — the moft gene- 
rous of his purfe — the moft courteous in his car- 
riage, that 'had ever entered the gates of Straf- 

burg- that as he rode, with his fcimitar flung 

loofely to his wrift, through ihe ftreets, and 

walked with his ' crimfbn-fatin breeches acroft 
the parade — 'twas with fo fwcet an air of carev 
lefs modefty, and fo manly withal— as would- 
have put the heart in Jeopardy (had the nofe not 
flood. in his way) of every virgin who had caft her 
eyesupon him. 

I call not upon that htart which If: a ftranger 
to the throbs and yearnings of curiofity, fo ex- 
cited, t©ju(lify the abbefs of Qucdlirtgberg, the 
priorcfs, the deanefs and fub-chantrcfs, for fend- 
ing at noon-dsy for the trumpeter's wife : fhc 
.-went through the ftreetB»f Strafturg with her 

' hufband's trumpet in her hand— the bcfl appa- 
ratus the ftraitnel^ of the time would allow bu^. 
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for the illaftration of her theory fht staid bo 
longer than three days. 

The centinel and the bandy-le^'d drummer [ 
•^nothing on this fide of old Athens could e- 
qual them ! they read their lectures under the 
city gates, to comers and goers, with all the pomp 
of a ChryGppus and a Crailtor in their porticoes. 

The matter of the inn, with his oftler on hit 
left hand, read his alfo in the fame ftyle — 
under ihe portico or gateway of his ftable-yard ^ 
~— his wife, her's more privately in a back room ; 
all. flacked to their le^ures ; not promifcuoufly 
■ —but to this or that, as is ever the way, as faith 
and credulity marlhall'd them — in a word, each 
Straiburgher came crowding for intelligence-^— 
and every Straiburgher had tlie intelligence he 
wanted. 

Tis worth remarking, for the benefit of all 
demonftrators in natural philofophy, Sec. that as 
foon as the trumpeter's wife had finiftied the ah-, 
befs of Quedlingbcrg's private le£ture, and had 
beg^n to read in public, which Ihe did upon a 
ftool in the middle of the great parade ihe in- 
commoded the other demonstrators mainly, by 
gaining incontinently the most falhionable part 
of the city of Strafburg for her auditory — But 
when a demonftratorin philofophy (cries Slaw- 
kenbergius) has a trumpet for an apparatus, pray, 
what rival in fcicnce can pretend to be heard be- 
fides him ? 

Whilst the unlearned, through thefe conduits of 
intelligence, were all hufied in getting down (o '' 
the bottom of the well, where Truth keepr 

her little court were the learned in their 

way as bufy in pumping her op thro' the con- 
duits ofdialefticindudion -they concerned 
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, .AemfeJves' notwiAfa^— — — ihey rea'fon- 
«d. 

Not oue i>rof«l]i6ii had tbrowti more light u- 
pon ttis fubjcft tiwB tbe faculty— had not -all 
their difputeeabotitiit r»n into the affair ofweBS 
and ce(|cniatoti& fwellingo', they couid - not keep 
dear of th«in ^er iheir bloods ^nd fouls — the 
' ftraoger^s nofe had iiething id do either with wens 
or {edematous fwellings. 

■It was iemonftcatedhowerervery fattsfaftoriiy 
thatfuch a ponderous mafs of heterageaeous mat- 
ter could, not be-conge(ted : a»d coaglomcrated to 
the nofe, whiUl: the infant wa« inutcro, with- 
out deUroying the llatical bakfice of the foetus, 
and throwing it plump upon its iKad imte months 
; before the time. 

The opponents granted the theory — theydc-- 

med the confeqoenccs. 

And if a fuitaUe provilion'of veins> arterieGr, 
8cQ. faid they, was irat laid in> for the- due 
iiourifliment of fuch a nofe, in the very firft fta- 
mina.and rudiinents of its formatiisn before it 
■ came into the world (batiogihe cafe of wens) 
it could not regularly grow andbefustained after- 
wards. 

This was all anfivered by >a dillerfation up<Hi- 
nutrimcnt, and theeffc^ which [i>ntrimcnt bad 
in extending the veffcis, and in the tncreafe aiiJ 
prolongation of the mtifcuiar parts to the great- 
est growth and cxpanfion imaginable— In the 

triumph.of which theory, they went fo far as to 
afErn>, ihat there was no caufe in nature, why a 
nofe might not grow to the fize df the man him- 
felF. ■ 

The refpoiidefits fatisiied the world this event 
could novcr:happsn to them fo long as a man 
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had bnt one ftomach' and one pair.of lung?- — ^ . 
Forth* ftomachjfaid- they,- being- Ac only orgqn 
deftined for-thc rccqrtion of faaS, and tuming it- ' 
into cliTla,——Qiid the lungs tWc only engine oF' ' 
^inguific^tion— ^ircoaldpoinWywork off'no 
mere, than-whattht appetite brought if: or, ad- ' 
jniOingtbc poffibilify «f -n man's ovcrioa ding his 
Itomach, nature had fet bounds hewiiver to his ■ 
lungs— the engine wasof a determined fize and 
ftrength, and rouW ^taboratc bfit a certain quan- 
tity in e giyen time- that is, it cmild produce 

juft as much blood as was fcfficiem for one fingic 
nian^and -no-moTe-;- fo tliat,-irthere was as much 
nofe as man— they proved a mortification mnft 
ncceflarily cnfuc ; andj forasmuch as there could 
not be« fupport for both, that thenofe muft ei- 
ther fall off from the man,- or the man inevitably 
fall off from hi» noli. ' 

Nature accommodsteshcrfclftoftbefe emergen- . 
cie« cried the opponents— el fe what do you fay 
to the cafeof^ whole ilomach — a whole pair erf 
lungS) and but Iialf a man, ^t^en both his legs 
have been unfortunately fliot off ? 

He dies of a plethora, faid they— or muft fpit 
blood, and in i fortnighl or three wecka go off In 
a confumption.T— ' 

It happens otherwife — — replied the oppon* 
ents. — 

It ought not, faid they. 

The more curious and intimate inquirers after 
nature and her doings, though they Tvetit band in 
hand a good way together, yet they all divided a- 
' bout the noie atlad^almoft asmuch as the facul- 
ty itfelf; 



D5-,..ii„GoogU' 



SI The LIFE ahd OPINIONS of 

They amicably laid it down, that there was a 
jud and geometrical arrangement and proportion 
of the leveral parta of the human frame to its fe- 
veral deiUnattons, offices, and functions, which 
eould not be tranfgreffcdbut within certain limits 
— that Nature, though Qie fported — Oie fported 
within a certain circle ; — and they could not a- 
free about- the diameter of it. 

The logicians ftuck much clofer to the point 
before them than any of the clafles of the literati ; 
— they began and ended with the word nofe ; and 
had it not been for a petitio principii, which one 
of thcableCt of themran his head againit in the 
beginning of the combat, the whole controverfy 
had been fettled at once. 

A nofe, argued the logician, cannot bleed 

without blood and. not only blood-^— but 

blood circulating in it to fupply the phenome- 
non with a fucceilion of drops a ftream 

being but a quicker fucceSon of drops, that is 
included, faid he— —Now death, continued the 
logician, being nothing but the ftagnation of the 
blood 

I deny the definition — Death is the reparation 

of the foul from the body, faid his antagonill — 

• Then we don't agree about our weapons, faid the 

logician Then there is an end of the difpute, 

replied the antagonifl. 

The civilians were ftlll more concife ; what 
they offered being more in the nature of a decree 
■ — tijan a difpute. 

-T-Such a monilrous nofe faid they, had it 
been a true nofe, could not poffibly have been 
fuffered in civil ibciety j —and if falfe— to im- 
pofeupon fociety with fuch falfe figns ^d tokens. 
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-was a ftill greater violation of its rights, and muft 
haTc had Hill kfs mercy fliown it. 

The only ob]e£tion to this was, that if it prov-., 
«d any thing, it proved that the.ftraogcr's pofc was 
neither true.noifalle. 

XhU left room for the controverfy to go on.' 
It was maintained by the advocates of the ec- 
clefiallick court, that there was nothing to inhi- 
bit a dfcree, fince the ftranger, ez mcro motU, ■ 
had confelTed he had been at the Promontory 
of Npfes, and had got one of the goodlieft, &c. 
&c.— To this it was atuTwcred, it was impoffible 
there fliould be fuch a place as the Promontory 
of Nofes, and the learned be ignorant where it 
lay. The comraiflaiy of the bifliop of Strafburg 
undertook the advocates part, and ezpiained this 
matter in a treatife upon proverbial phrafes, 
£howing (hem, that the Promontory of Nofes 
was a mere allcgoiick esprelTion, importing no 
more, than that nature l^d, given him a long 
nofe : in proof of which, with great learning, 
he cited the under-written authorities, • which . 

* Nonnulti ex nojirafihui eadem hquenii formulm 

vtun. ^iinimoet Logifia t*r -Camnija Vid. 

Parce Bar. e Jos. in d. L. Provincial. CmJiituU de 
conjee, vid. Voi- I-ih. 4. 7itul. i.N. 7. quaetietm 
in rt confpir. On. de Premenlorio Naf. Tichmack.ff. 
d. tit. ■ifol. 189. pajftm. Vid. Glof. de conlrahend. 
empt. &c. nee non J. Scrudr. in tap, :f refut. ff. 
per toitim. eum his conf. Rever. J. Tubal, Sentent.^ , 
i^ prov.cap- ^.ff. H, II. obiter. V. et hihrum, 
eui Tit, de Terns £iJ* Phraf, Belv. ad finem, cum-- 
Ccmment. N, Sardy Selg. Vid- Scrip, jirgtnto- , 
tarenf. de jtntiq. Ecc.in Epifc, Archiv.^d. cell. p4f 
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had decided the potnt 'ini^onteftibly, had it nbf api- 
peared, that a dHpute' about foitiC-fntichifes of 
dean and chapterlaridshadbeetttietWniihed-ljyit 
nineteen' "y cars biftirt.- 

It happened— I muft nof fa^^'unhidtity for' 
Truth, betnufe thCy wt re giving hei' a Hfc ano- 
ther way in fo doinfj that' th^ two' univeifities 
of StraJburg— ithe'liitHeran, foantfcd in the year 
1538, by Jacohns-Sftrntiios,' conrffclloi! of the ' 
fenatc,— -andthcPi^iftr; femnded liy L'edp&liJ, ■ 
archduke of Aunria, were; ■during', all' thi^ timc,- 
cmpJoyhigthe^whote'depth of'fheir 'kndWledge' 
(ciccpfjuft what thd alfetr' of ' the abbefe' of ' 
Qoedlingberg's placket-holes Tcqnirtd) in de- 
termining the point of Martin Luther's diimna- 
■tion. 

The popilh doflbrs had undtfrtakfen- to' dcJ 
monftrate, a priori, that from tht ncccflaTyin-' 
■fldence of the planets' on the iwcnty fecond'day 
ofOrtobcr 148-^— — when the Moon was in the 
twelfth houf«-^Jupit«-, Mars, and 'Venusinthc 
third'-the Sun,'Satutn,'and McrCury all'got to- 
gether in the fourth— —that he muft in courfc, 
arid unavoidably b^ a ^amn'd hian-^and that hU 
doctrines, "by a dirc'A torollaryi muft "be dan«i*d- ' 
doftrines too'. ' . , 

By infpfcflion-intohis hoToftopc," whert'five 
planets were in coition all at once with Scor- 

Vttti.J/tcahtim KfKiifhpl3eti Foliff ArginT. l^^-prct- 
dpi nd finemi-^^^bui^ add: Rehuff.in i. obvetltri' 
d^ SlgHJf.- Nomiff^'fiU i^de JiireGm. tS" Civii: 
deptvtib.ftlifnajeud. petfe/iehti, ieftijota. LAxlur. 
in'prvhgsm.-qutut vsliei vtdeiu, xie Analy. Cap.l, 

3,3. nd.id^a. 
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pio* (in readmg tWs, my fath^ would aj^ways . 
fliake his head) in the ninth houfe which the Ara- 
bians alioted' to religion—^ it appeared that _ 

l^artitiLuthcr did not care one Ilivei. about tlie 
matter— 'and. that from the horofcopc direftcd to 
the conjui;Lf\ion of MaTa—Uiey m^dc-itplaia ^kc- - 
wife he muft die curfing and blafpheraing— ^aridi- 
the blaA of .which, his foul (being (Iccp'd in fuilt) 
failed before the wind, in the hke of hell-fire.; , 

The little objeftion of the Lutheran doflors. 
tothis, wae, that it miiUcerlainly be^the foulof 
another man, bcrnO£l.22. 1483, which wa^ for-; 
ced to fail down before th? wind iq that. manner 
»inarmuch aa,it appeared from the rcgiAe^of. 
iflabenin the county ofMangfelt, tliat, Ltither 
was not bom in the year 1483, but in 84j.and, 
noton the 2 id day of October, bntontheioth 
of November, the eve of Martinmas day, from 
whence he liad the name of Martin. , 

f— I muft break off my ;lranflatiq[)fo^ an}©-, 
ment ; for, if I did not, I Lnowl fhould no more . 
be able to (but my eyes in bed, dian Jne: . abb^ji j 
of Qucdlingbcrg— It is to tell the re^r/ihpt- 

Vol. II. B 

• Hac mira, satisqui hcrpenda. [ Plaiutarum fo- 
iiio lui Scorpio jisterbma in ttpita^ cali- jtatiftief- . 
guam Arabet FfUgioni dgputabantf e^cip^ Af^rtinuot 
Luther 'I m lacrilegium /^^reiicum, eirLsijaHte religion 
nil hostem actrrimum atque pr<>phanum, ex ho^ 
roicopi dirtSiione ad Matitii ceitum, rtligioftj^mut . 
eiiit,ejus jinima iciUstiffima ad i/if:rnoinavigoiiit- • 
■ab AhSii Tyiphone et, Me^rf. ^agellii igiitis , 
rruciata ptrenniUr. [ '.^ ',,1 , ; 

—Lucat Gauri^us in Tfa^afu aiiTsiogifOjdepfam . 
Uritis multorum hftnimm aicidentibus per genituras 
examinotit. 
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my father never read this paiTageof Slawkenber- 
gius to ' my unci* Toby, but with triumph — not 
over my uncle Toby, for he nercr oppofed hin* 
in it — but over the whole world. 

— Kow you fee, brother Toby, he would fay, 
looking up, " that Chriftian names are notfuch 
" indifferent things ;" 'had Luther here been 
called by any other name but Martin, he would 
hare b^en damn'd to all eternity— Not that I 
loolc upon Martin, he would add, as a good 
name — far froin it— 'ds fometbing better than a 

neutral, and tut a fittlc yet, little as it is, you 

fee it-wasof fome fervice to hioi. 

" My father knew the weaknefs of his prop to 
his hypothefis, as well as the bell logician could 
ffiow him— —yet, fo ftrange is the weaknefs of 
man, at' the fame time, as it fell in his way, he 
could not for his life but make ufe of it ; and it 
was certainly for this rcafon, that though there 
.arc many ftories of Hafcn SlaM^enbergiu^e De- 
cades fuH a^ entertaining as this I am translating, 
yet there is liot one amongft them which my fa- 
ther read over with half the delight: — it flattered 

two of his ftrangeH hypothcfes together hia 

Names apd his Noses : — I will be bold to fayi 
he might have read all the books in the Alex- 
andrian library, had nbt fate taken other care of 
ihcm,' ind W havd met with a book or paflage 
in qn^V which hit two fuch nails as thefe upon 
the head at one ftroke.] ■ 

■ The two uniTcrfities of Strafburg were hard 
'tuggiiig at this affair of Luther's navigation. 
The Proteftant doAors had demonftratcd, that 
he had not fiiiled right- before the wind, as the 
Popilh dodors had pretended } and as cverjr 
onek'ne>(f*rflcrcwasno failing (ijll in the teeth o 
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it— the; were going to fettle, in cafe bft liad fail- 
ed, how man; poinuhe was off; whethor Martia 
had doubled the cape or had fallen upon a lec^- 
fliore i and, no doubt, as it was an inquiTr of 
much edification, at leaft to thofe who underltood 
this fort of NAVIGATION, they had gone on with 
it, in fpite of the fizc of the ftrangei's nofe, had 
not the fize of the ftranger's nofe drawn c^ the 
attention of the world from what they were about 
•——it was their bufinefs to follow. 

The abbcfs of Qucdlingberg and her four dig- 
nitaries was no HOp i for the enormity of the 
Ibranger^s nofe running full as much in their 
fanctes,a3 their cafe of confc'ience— theafi^ir of 

their placket-holes kept cold in a word, the 

printers were ordered to di&ribute their types—— 
all controverfies dropp'd, 

- Twas a Iquare cap, with a iilk tallel. upon the 
-crown of it— —to a nut-Jbell— to have guefled on 
which fide of the nofe the two unirerfities would 

Tis above Teafon, cried the doftors on one . 
£de. 

Tis below reafon, cried the ethers. 

Tis faith, cried the one. 

Tib a fiddleftick, fsid the other. 

Tis poiEblc cried the one. 

Tis impof&ble,f^d the other. 

God's power is infinite, cried the Ko^iiaOs ; 
he can do any thing. 

He can do nothing, replied the Antinofarlans, 
vhich implies contradictions. 

He can make matter think, faid the Nofarians. 

As certainly as you can make a velvet cap out 
-«£« Taw's en* r^Ued the Antieofariaus, 

hi 
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Me cannot make two and two fire, replied the 
Popifh doflors. . . .. 'Tia falCe, bid cheir other 
opponcntd.' 

infinite power is in&nhe power, faid the doc- 
tors who maintained the realitjr of the nofe.— ■ ■ 
It extends only to all polBble diingSi^ replied the 
- Lutherans. 

By God in heaven, cried the Popilh do£tors, he 
can make a nofe, if he thinks fit, as big sts the 
flecple of Strafburg. 

Now, the fteeplc of Strafburg being the btggeft 
and the tailed church-HeepIe to be feen in the 
whole world, the Antinofarians denied that s nofe 
0F575 geometrical feet in length could be worn, 

at Icaft by a middle-Gzcd man The Fopifh 

(lo£l&rs fwore it could The Latheran dolors 

faid no, . it could notl 

This at once ftarted a new difputc, which thejr 
purfued a great way, upon the extent and limitit-- 
tionof the moral and natural attributes of G«d. 

That controvcrfy led them naturally into ■ 
Thomas Aquinas, and TboinaB Aquinas to the 
devil. 

The ftranger's nofe was no more heard of In 
the difpute— it jult fcrved as a frigate to hanA 
them intotbe gulf of fchool divinity,-..and dxn 
they all failed before the wind. 

Heat is in proportion to the want of true know- 
Jedge. 

The controvcrfy about the attributes, fcc. in- 
ftead of cooling, on the contrary, had inflamed 
the Strafburghcrs im^natjons to a moft inord^ ' 
nate degree.— The Icfsthey underftoodoftbe 
matter, the gKater was their wonder ^lout it 
—they weie left in all the diftceflet of defire tuh 
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^tsfied, — f»w tfae'ir doflors the PardiineDtaiiaiis, 
the Braflarians, the Turpcntarians, on the one 

fide the Popifti doftors 011 the other, like 

Pantagniel and his companions in qued of the 
oracle of the bottle, all embirked and out of fight. 
T he poor Strafturghcrsleft upon the 
beach ! 

■ What was to be do«c ? No delay — 

the uproar increafcd— every one in difordci— the 
city gates fct open — . 

Unfortunate Strafburgliers ! was there in the 
ihnre-Jioufe of nature — wai therein the lumber- 
rooms of learning— was there in the great arfenal 
of chance, one fingle .engine left undrawn forth 
to torture your curtofities, and Itretchyour dc- 
Grea, which w^s not pointed by the hand of fate, 
to play upon your hearts ! — —I dip not my pen 
into my^nk, to ezcufc the fiirrendcr of yourielvea 
^-^'tis to write your panegyrlck. Show me a 
oity To mBcerated.with expeSation — who neither 
•at, or drank, or flcpt, or prayed, or hearkened io- 
dic calls cither of teligioa or nature, for feven 
and twenty days together, who could have held 
•m oneway longer. 

On "the twenty-eigfit, the courteous ftranget 
Bad promifed to return Strafbiir);. 

Seven thnufand coaches (tiiawkenbcrpius muft 
certainly have made fome iiiiilake in his nume- 
rical chara£):er3) 7000 coarfies 15000 fingle 

hoffe chair^— 20000 waggons, crowded as foil 
as they could all hold, with fcnators, counfcl- 
lors, fyndicks—— beg nines, widows, wives, vir* 
gins, canons, concubines, all in their coaches-^ 
the abbels •£ Quedliogberg, with the priorers,. 
^ dcanefs and fub-chantTcfs» leading the pro.> 
ceflion.iaoae co^ch, and the dean of^Sualburg, 
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with the four great dignitaries of his chapter <m 
her left hand, the teft following higglcty-pigglc- 
ty as they could; fome on horTcback — fomeon 
foot — fome led — fome driven— fome down the 
Rhine — fome this way—fomc that — all fct out 
at fun-rife,, to meet the courteous liranger on the 
road. 

Hafle we now towards the catallrophe of mf 
tale-^— I fay, catallrophe, (cries Slawkenbe^ius) 
inafmuch as a tale, with parts, rightly difpofed, 
not only rcjoiceth (gaudet] in the Cataftrophe and 
Peripeitia of a dsau A, but rejoiceth moreover 
in all the cflcmial and integrant parts of it — it 
has its FroCafis, Epitafis, Catalta&s^ its Cata- 
firophe or Peripeitia growing one out of the other 
in it, in the order AriAotle firfl planted them— 
without which a tale had better never be told at 
all, fays Slawke^bergius, but be kept to a man't 
felf. 

In all my ten tales, in all my ten decades, have 
I, Slawkenbereius, tied down every tale of them 
as tightly to this rule> as I have done this of the 
ftranger and his nofe. 

— From his firftpailcy with the centinel, to hit 
leaving the city of Strafburg, after pulling off his 
crimfon-fatin pair of breeches', is the FrotaGs, or 
iirCl entrance— where the characters of the Per- 
fonz Dramatis are juH touched on, and the fab- 
jeft (lightly begun. 

The ^itafis, wherein the aClion is more ful- 
ly entered upon and heightened, till it arrives 
at its ftate or height called the Cataftafit, and 
which ufuatly takes up the 2d and 3d a£ts, is 
included within that bufy period of my tale, 
betwixt the firCt night's uproar about the nofe, 
to ihe conclufiou of the trun^tei's wife's leC' 
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tures upon it in the middle of the grand parade j 
and from the full, embarking of the ieaniedin the 
difpute — to tke do^ois finallj failing away, and 
leaving the Strafburghers upon ihe beach in di^ 
llrcfs, is the CatallaHs, or the ripening of thejn- 
cidentB and pafllonB, for their bursting forth in 
the fifth aA. 

This commences with the fetting out of the 
Stralburghers in the Frankfort road, and termi- 
nates in unwinding th? labyrinth, and brii^ng 
the hero out of a (late of agitation (as Ari&otle 
callsit) toadate of r-eil and qtiietnefs. 

This, fays Hawfen Slawkenbergius, conftitutes 
the cataflrophe or peripeitia of my taie — and that 
U the part of it I am going to relate. 

— We left the ftrangei behind the curt^n a- 
flecp — he enters now. upon the liage. . 

— ^What doft thou prick ftp thy ears- at ?— t'tis 
nothing but a man. upon a horfe — was th^, laft 
word the itranger uttered to his mute— ..It was 
not proper then to tell the reader, that the mule 
took bis mailer's word for it ; and, without an.y 
more ifs or ands* let the traveller, anil his horw 
pafsby-, 

The traveller was ha(tenitig,wrthaltdiligeiicef 

to get to Stiafbufg that night What a fool 

ami, fzid the traveller to himfelf, when hcliad 
rode about a league farther, to think of getting 
into Strafburg this night— Strafburg ! — the great 
Stralburg !-— Strafburg, the capital of all Alfati^ ! 
StrafbuFg, an imperial city -1 Strafburg) a fove- 
reign (late ! Strafburg, garrifoncd with five thou- 
£ind of the befl troops in all the world j ■ 
Alas ! if I was at the gates of Strafburg this mo- 
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meot, I could not gain admittance into it for a 
ducat— nay, a ducat and a Italf— Tis too much 
—better go back to the tail inn I ' have paflcd — 
than Ij, I know not where— or give, I kno«r not 
vrhlt. The traveller, as he made thefe reflec- 
tions in- his mind, turned hiB hotfe's head about, 
and three minutes after the ttrangft had been 
condufled into his clumber, he arrived at the 
fame inn. 

_We haTC bacon in the houfe, faid the hofl, 
and bread — and till eleven o'clock this night had 
three eggs in it — but a' flrangcr,who arrived an 
liour ago,hashad them drelTed into an omlet, and 
we have nothing- — 

■ Alas ! faid the traveller, haraficd as I am, I 
want nothing but a bed — t have one as foft as is 
in Alfatia, faid the hoft. 
. —The ftranger, continued he, (hould have flept 
in it, for 'tis my beft bed, but upon the fcore of 
ihis nofe — ■ — He has got a defluftion, faid the tra- 
veller — Not that 1 know, cried the hoft — But 
'tis a camp-bed, and Jacinta, faid he, looking to- 
wards the maid, imagined there was not room in 
it to turn his nofe in Why fo ? cried the tra- 
veller, ftartii^ back — It is fo long a nofe, cried 
the hoft— -7-The traveller filed his eyes upon Ja- 
cinta, then upon the ground— kneeled upon his 
right knee — had juft got his hand laid Upon his 
brcaft— Trifle not with my aniiety, faid he, riling 
Up again — ' Fis no trifle, faid Jacinta, 'tis the moft 
glorious rofc ! — The traveller fell upon his knee 
hgaip— laid his'fi'and lipon his breaftY'Chenj faid 
he, liqoiting up t6 heaven, thou haft conduced me 
to'tlie end of my pilgrimage — 't}S Diego 1 
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The traveller waB the brother of the Jalia> fo 
often invoked that night by the ftraager, as he 
rodjc from Stralburg upon his mule ; and was 
come, on her part, in queftofhim. Hehad-ic- 
companied his fifter from Valladolid acvofs the Py- 
rencan mountains^ through France, and had many 
an entangled,{kein to wind oiF in purfuit of him, 
thro' the many meanders and abrupt turnings of 
a. lover's thornyirafls. 

— Julia had funk under it — and had not been 
able to go a fiep farther than to Lyons, where, 
with the many difquictudcs of a tender heart, 
which ail talk of — but few feef— flie ficken'd, but 
had jult ftrengtji to write a letter to Diego ■, and, 
having conjured her brother never to fee her face 
till he had found him out, and put the letter into 
bis banda, Julia took tohurbed. . 
- Fernandez, (for that washer brother's name')— 
tho' the camp-bed was as foft as any one in Al- 
face, yet ha could not fliut his eyes in it.— As foon 
as it was day,, he rofe, and bearing Diego was 
rifen too, .he entered hie chamber, and difcharged 
bis filler's: com mifiion. 
, The letter was as follows ; : 
" Seig. DiEGo, 

** Whether my fufpicions of your nofe wcfr 
•• ju(lly,exGited or not — 'tia not now to inquire— 
"it is enough I have not had Brmnefs to put 
•» them to farther triah 

«' How could I know fo little of myfelf, when 
"^Iftntmy duenna to forbid your comiag more 
•♦ tinder my lattice ? or bow could i know fo little 
" of yon, Diego, as to imagine you would not 
" hare ftaid one day in Valladoli,d to have given 
" eafe to my doubts ? — ^Wa» I tfc be ahandoped, 
I* Diego, bccajifc : I was deceived i 11 wa& it 
hs 
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** kind to take me M my word, whether my 
<■ furpicioDS were juft or no, and leare me, as 
" you did, a prey to much unceruinty and for^ 
" row f 

" In wbat manner Julia hasrefented this— my 
" brother, when be puts this IcUer into your 
(* hands, will tell you : He will tell you' in how 
" few moments (he repented of the rath mefiage 
*• (he had fciit you — in what frantick hade ihe 
c flew to her lattice, and how many days and 
"nights together, (he leaned" immoveably upon 
*' her elbow, looking thro' it towaMs the way 
" which Diego was wont to come. 

" He will tell you, when (he hcanl of your 
" departure— how her fpirits dcferted her . 
** how her heart Ticken'd— how piteoufly fha 
« moum'd-~~Jiow long {be hung her head. O 
** Diego I bow many weary fteps has my brother's 
** pily led me by the hand, tanguilhing, to traca 
" out your'a ! bow far has defirc earned me be- 

** yond (Ircngth and how oft hare I fainted 

** by the way, and funk into his arms, with odI]| 
« power to cry out O my Diego !■ 

*■ If the gentlenefs of your carriage ha» not 
" belied your heart, you wiil fly to me* almoft 
*<as(a(las you ficd fromme— hafte asyou Will>, 

*f you will arrive but to fee me expire. Tis a 

" bitter draught, Diego, but oh J 'tis imbitter'd 
"■ftillraore by dying un—." 

She could proceed no farther! ' 

Slawkcnbergius fiippofcs the word intended wa'd^ 
unconvinced } butherflrengtb-woHld nOt-cnabK 
her to finkh her letter^ 

The heart of the courteous Diego orerflowed^ 
as he read the letter— he ordered his mule forth- 
witb>and Fernandez's horf» to be £iddle4.i aQ^t 
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as no event in profe is equal to that of poetry in 
fuch conflicts— Chance, which as often dirc^s us 
to remedies as to dtfeaies, harmg thrown a piece 
of charcoal into the window —Diego availed him- 
Telf of it, and] whillt the oilier was getting ready 
his mule^ he eafed his mind agalnlt the wall as 
follows- 

ode; 

Harfhandui^tunefulare the notesof love, 

Unlefa my Julia flrikes the key. 
Her hand alone can touch the part, 
Whofc duclet move- 
ment charms the heart, <. 
And governs all the man widi (ympathetick ■ 
fway. ^y 

ad.. , 
G Julia!: 

TTie lines were very natural for they were 

nothing at all to the purpofe, fays Slawkent>eTgius, 
and 'tis a pity there were no more of them i but 
whether it was, that Seig, Diego was flow in cDm> - 
poOng verfes or the oftler quick in faddliiig 
mules — - — is not averred ; certain it was, that 
Diego's mule and Fernandez's horfe were ready 
at the door of the inn, before Diego was ready 
for bis fecond (lanza ; fo without flaying to finim . 
hid dde, they both mounted, fallied forth, palled 
the Rhine, travcrfed Alface, fhaped their courfe 
towards Lyons, and, before the Strafburghers and 
th^abbcfsof Quedlingberg had fet out on .their 
caVakade, had r emandeZf Dicgo, and his Julia^ ' 
crbfled the Pyr£iieali mountains, and got fafe to 
VaUadoUd. ' ' 



o....Gooyl. 



3« The life a«p. OPINlOKa op 

"Tis tieedlefs to inform the geographjcal reader,, 
tliat when Dkgo vras \t\ Spun, it was not polTible. 
to meet the courteous ftranger in the Frankfort 
road 1 it is enough to fay, that of all reftlefa de- 
fires, curiofity being the llrongeit— rthe Strufbur- 
ghcrs felt the full force of it ; and that for tliree 
days and riigbts they were toffedto and fro in the 
Frankfort road, with the tempeftuous furyof this . 
paflion, before they could fubmit to returiv home 
—when, alas! an event was prepared for them,, 
of all others the molt grievous that could bcfal a 
free people. 

As this revolution of the St'rafburghen a^irs-- 
is often fpoke of, and little underllood, I will, in 
ten words, fays Slawl«eribergius,give Uie world an 
explanation of it, and' with it put an end tomjr; 
tole. 

Everybody Vnows of the grand fyflem ofUni-- 
vetfal Monarchy, wrote by order of hlonf. Col- 
bert, and put in manufcript into the hands of 
Lewis"ihc fourteenth, in the year 166^, 

'Tis as well known, that one branch out of, 
iiiahy of that fyftem, was the getting pofleffion-. 
frfStraiburg, to favour an entrance at all times-, 
into ."luabia, in order to difturb the quiet of Gcr-- 

mariy -and that, in confequence of this plan,.. 

Stralburg unhappily feli«t length into their handa. , 

It is' the lot.of few to trace oiit the trite fpnngs 

of this'arid fiich, like revolutions— —^The vulgar, 

169k too liigh for thera-^ Statefn^eri lyok too 

low— Truth (for once) lies iii the middle. : 

\yTiat ^faial thitigis the popular pride of a free, 
city Ic.rits one hif^oriaa— — ' 'TheStrafburghcrs.' 
deemc'd it a.yimiiiu)I.«i'o"f,their freedom tore^- 
ceji-e,:in imptirisl^^rrifin— ^ijd fQlelli Jwey to. 
aFreiich one. ' \ 
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The fate, fays another, of the Strjfbiirghcta, _ 
may be a warning to all free people to favc their* 

fiooucy.: They anticipated their revenues ■ 

brought themfelves under taxea, exhaufted their 
fircngch, and, in the end, became fowcaka peo- 
ple, they Jiad not ftren^U to keep their gateS mut, , 
and fo the Trench pulhed them open. 

Alas ! alas ! cries Slawkenbcrgiuei 'twas not the 

Fj-ench 'twas CUbiosity puflied them open 

—The French, indeed, who are ever, upon the 
catch, whea they, fjw the Slrafburghers, men,, 
wo nien, and children, all marched out to follow 
tljc ftranger's nofcr— ea^h man followed his own,^ 
and marched jn« 

Trade and maauTaflures have decayed and gra- . 
dually grown down ever. fince— but not from any 
cauie which commercial heads. h)ve afBgncd ; for. 
it is owing to this only, that Nofes have ever fo 
Tvnin their heads, that thcStralburgherscould,. 
not follow theirbuftiiefs.. 

Alas!. alas ! cries. Slasvkenbergius, making aju, 
exclamation— it is not the.firtt— -and i fear wiU, 
not be the laft fortrefa that has.beeu either woiX, 
—Of loft.by tJosss. 

TheENpof 

■ Slawkcnber^iiis's T**^', 
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CHAP. I. 

"CXTTTH all this learning upon Nqfes raa* 
W ning perpetually in my father's fancy— 
vith fo many family prcjudfces — and ten decades^ 
offuch tales running on for ever along with, 
them — how was it poflible, with fuch esquilite— > 
Was it a true nofe ? that a- man with fuch exqui- 
fitc feelings as my father had, could bear the 
Ihock at all below flairs, or indeed above flairs, in. 
any other poltuie but tfic very pofturc I have de- 
fcribed ? 

—Throw youtfelf down upon the bed, a do- 
zen times — taking care only to place a looking-'. 
flafa firft in a chair on one fide of itj before you; 
it — But was the ftraiiger's aofc a true now — 
or was it a.falfe one ? 

Totellthat before-hand Madam, wouldbcto- 
to do injury to one of the boft tales in the ChriC- 
tian world ; and that is the tenth of the tenth de» 
cade, which imnnedtatcly follows this. 

This tale, cried Slawkenbcrgius, fomewhftC 
exultingly, has been leferved, by me for the ■ 
concluding tale of my work ; knowing right well, . 
that when I Ihall have told it, and my reader Ihall 
have read it t^lrc^^— 'twould be evpn high time for. 
■both of us to Ihut up the book ; inafmuch, con*. 
tii;iucG Slawkenbergius, as I know of no tale which < 
coiild podibiy ever go d>iwn after it. 

— ^Tis a tale indeiid ! 

This fets out with the firft interview in the 
inn at l.yonS| when FemaQdez.left the courte- ■ 
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•us ftiangcr and his fificr Juiia alone ia her 
cbambefrand U over-writtcn. 

The Imthicacies 

of 
Diego and Julia- 
Heavens ! thou-art » ftrange creature, Slaw^ 
kenbergius ! whut a whimfical view of the involu- 
tions of the heart of woman halt thcu opened ! 
how can this ever betranflated ! and yet if this 
fpecimen of Slawienbergius'i talcs, and the ex- 
quilkenefs of his moral fliould pleafe the world — 
translated Ihall a couple of volumes be :— Elfe^, 
how thia can ever be tranflated into good Kng- 
UQ), I have no fort of conception. - - There 
icems^ in'fome paflages^to want a fixth fenfe to 
do it riginlyi— What can he- mean by the lam- 
bent pupilalHlity- of How, tow, dry chat, five 
notes'below the natural tone,— ^which yoB know, 
Madami is little more than a whifper ? Themo^ 
metit I pronounced the words, I could perceive 
2n attempt towards a vibration in the Itrings 
sbout (hd regloa of the heart.— The brain made 
noacltnowledgemeBt.— ^There's often no good 
-underHanding betwtst 'em.— I iMt as if I un- 
dclrftood it.— — ^I had noideas— The movement 
oolild not be without caufe. — I'm loll. I can 
make nothing of it, — unlefs, may it pleafe yoiir 
Worlhips, the voice, in that cafe being Kttle 
mere-' than a whifper^ 1 unavoidably forces th« 
«ye8 to approach, Qot only within fix inches of 
each'otheF'— but to look into the pupils—Is not 
tliat' dangerous ?— but it can't be avoided— foir 
to look up to the ceiling, in that cafe, the two 
chains unavoid^ly meet -and to took dowA into 
each others taps, the fotcbeads come inio inl- 
■AediJie coatifftt whioh ■ it osice-^ts-'an «4d 
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tp the conference— I mean to the fentimcntAl: 
part of it. —What ia left> Mada[n> is . not worths 
hooping for. 



CHAP. XL. 

MY father lay {Irctched actors, the hetl,'as 
(liU as if the hand of death liad puihed 
hiai down, for a full hour and a half before 
he began to play upon the floor with the toe of 
that^t which Ikung over the bed Hdei tny un- 
cle Toby's heart was a pound lighter for it. — In 
a few .momcntS) his left hand, the kiujclcles of 
which had all the time reclined upon the huidte 
.of the chaDibeT>pqt, came to ' its feelii^ — ^h^ 
thruft it a little qiore withini.th^ valanee^^rew 
uphis hand, when he.had/donCk intohis bofoim 
—gave, a hem !-r-Nf good uncle Toby i with ii^ 
iiiiite pleafure, anfMreied it, and full gladly, 
woyld have ingrafted a (entence of.confolatioo 
ypon the opening it afibrded j b^it. having no 
taenia, as I (aicl» that way, and. feating mcc^ 
avcTi th?t he ipight fct ou% v^-iih fomothing wihidh 
might tuake a bad matter wcfffe, be Icontentf^ 
himfdfyith Tplling his chin placidly upon the 
i:(al>9f;hia crutch, 

,: ^ow, ^yhcther the coimpreffion . Oiortetwd nty 
uncle To.by's face into a more> plcafutable qv»1, 
•-.—-■or .ithftt the phiiaathropy of hi?- hearty m 
feeling his brother beginnib^ to emerge out ojEjihP 
(eaofhis afili^lionSjKad braced up his mufqltlSi 
^fo tha.t the cQtoprellion upon his chin only 
douUicd the benignity -which was there bttore, ia 
tM>( haid to def idc-^-My father, in. turnup, bb 
cy«s,. wat..ftTtto)i;ovrith.&(dliir jif .gleam «ti faa» 
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(liinc in. his facr, as melted down the futlenners 
of his grief in a moment. 
He broke filence as follows. 



CHAP. III. 

DID ever man, brother Toby, cried my fa- 
tJif F: raifing himfelf up upon his clbow,and 
turning himfelf round to the oppofite ilde of 
the bed where my uncle Toby was fitting in hii 
old fringed chair, with his chin refting upon his 
crutch— did ever a poor unfortunate man, bro- 
ther Toby, cried my father, receive fo many 
lafhes ? — The moft I ever faw given, quoth my 
uncle Tohy, (ringing the bell at the bed's head 
for Trim) was to a grenadier, I think in- M'Kay'a 
regiment. 

— Had my uncle Toby fhot a bullet thro' my 
father's heart, he could not have fallen dowa 
with his nofe upon the quilt more fuddenly. 

Blefg me I faid my unde Toby. 



, CHAP. ,IV. , 

WAS It M'Kay,'s regiment, quptl> i^y uncle 
Toby, where the poor grenadier was fo 
unmercifully whipp*d at Bruges about the ducats? 

. O Chrift I he was innocent ! cried Trim, 

■with a deep figh, — And he was whipp'd, may it 

?lcafe your Honour, almoft to death's door-^ ■ . -^ 
'hey had better have fliot him outright^'as h? 
begg'd, and he had gone dire£lly to heaven, for 
he was as innocent as your Honour. — I thanli 
. thee. Trim, quoth my uncle Toby. I never thinlt. 
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of his, continued Trim, smd my poor brotlies 
Tom's misfortunes, for we were all three fchool- 
fellows, but I cry like a covard.— -Tears are no 
proof of cowardice, Trim— I drop them oft- 
times, my fe If, cried my uncle Toby. Iknowyour 
Honour does, replied Trim, and foam not afliam- 
ed of it myfelf. — But to think, may icpleafe 
your Honour, continued Trim, a tear ftealiog 
into the corner of his eve as he fpoke— to think 
of two virtuous lads, with hearts as warm in thelc 
bodies, and as honell as God could make them 

I the children of honed people, going foith 
vith gallant fpirits to feek their fortunes in the 
world— andfall into fuch evils ! — Poor Tom ! tq 
be tortured upon a rack for nothing ■ — b ut 
marrying a Jew's widow who fold faufages !— Ho- 
neft Dick Johnfon's foul to be fcourged out of his 
body, for the ducats another man put into his 
knapfack ! — O! thcfcare misfortunes, cried Trim, 

pulling out his handkerchief thefe are mif- 

fortunes, may it pleafe your Honour, worth lying 
down and crying over. 

— ^y father could not help blufiiing. 

— "Twould be a pity. Trim, quoth my uncle- 
Toby, thou (hould'ft ever feel forrow ofthyown^ 
—thou fceleft it fo tenderly for others. — Alack^ 
o-day, replied the Corporal, brightening up his 
face — your Honour knows I have neither wife 
or child— I can have no forrows in this world; 
—My father could not help fmiling. — As few 
as any man, Trim, replied mj uncle Toby y nor 
can I fee how a fellow of thy light heart can fuf.i 
fer, but from the didrefs of poverty in thy old- 
age — when thou art paft all fervices. Trim— ^ 
and hall out-lived thy friends. — An* pleafe youz,- 
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Honour, never fear, replied Trim, chcarilr.— But 
I would haTc thcc never fear, Trim, replied my 
uncle } and therefore, continued mj uncle Toby, 
throwing down his crutch, and getting up upon 

his legs as he uttered the word therefore in 

rccompenfc, Trim, of thy long fidelity to mc, 
and that goodnefs of thy heart I have nad fuck 
proofs of— whilft thy maftcr is worth a Ihilling— 
diou flialt never aik elfcwhere. Trim, for a penny. 
Trim attempted to thank ray uncle Toby, but 
had not power — tears trickled down his checks 
fafter than he could wipe them off. — ^He laid his 
hands apon his breaft — made a bow to the ground 
and fliat the doOr. 

1 have left Trim my bowling-green, cried 

my undc Toby. My father fmilcd. 1 have 

left him moreover a penfion, continued my unclt 
Xoby.'— — My father looked grave. 

CHAP. V. 

IS this a fit time, fatd my father to hlmfelf) (• 
talk of FBNBiOMs and crenadiEKs i 

CHAP. vr. 

WHEN my uncle Toby firft mentioned the 
grenadier, my father, I faid, fell down 
with his nofe flat to the quilt, and as fuddenly as 
if ray uncle Toby had (hot him; but it was not 
added, that every other limb and member of my 
father inftantly relapfed with his nOfe into the 
fame precifc attitude in which he lay firft dfr- 
fcribed i fo that when Corporal Trim left the roonL 
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and my father found himfelf difpofe^ to rife off 
the tied, —he had all the little preparatory move- 
.ments to run over agatiii before he could do it. 

Attitudes are noiting, Madam 'tis the tranfi— 

tion from one attitude to another like the pre- 
paration and ti:fol«tion of the.difcqrd int^Karmo- 
ay, which is all in all. 

For which reafon,. my father played the fame 
jig over again with his toe upon the floor— pufh- 
ed the chatnber-pot ftil! a littfe farther within the 
vslancc — gave ahem — raifed himfelf up upon his 
.elbow— and was juft beginning to addrcfs him- 
felf to my uncle Toby- — when recollfifling the 
unfuccefsfulnefs of his tirft effort in th>tt atttttide, 
—-he got up upon "hia Icgg, and in making the 
third turn acrofs the room, he flopped Aiort be« 
fore my. uncle Toby; and laying the three firit 
fingers of his ri^t hand ^n the palm of lus left* 
and {looping a little, he addreiled himfelf to m^ 
uncle Toby as foUaws. . 



CHAP, xxxvur. 

."TTr THEN I refieft, brother Toby, upon mai?», 
yV and take a view of that dark fide of him 
:Whit}lTCprefentfl:his.|i/e at open tefo iti^^y can- 
fee 6f troublc.-i-rwhe[6 I fopf\der, brother Toby, 
iiow oft we eat the bread of affiiAion,. a«id that 
we >re born to it, as to the portion of our inhe- 
ritance—I was borir to nothing, quoth my uu— 
<ie Toby» interrupting my father, but my com- 
■niflion ! — Zooks ! faid my father, did not my. 
jonclc .leatt^ fou'an faundred.atul tw^ity pount^- 
a year ?— . — What could I have done without it ?. 
replied my uncle Toby. ^That's another coat- 
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cern, faid atf father- tcftHy ^But I fay, Toby, 

when one runs over the catalogue of all the crofs ' 
reckonings and forrowful items with which the 
hsart of man is overdiargetf, 'tis wonderful by ' 
what hidden rcfources the mind is enabled to ' 
ftand it out, and bear itfelf up, as St does,againlt 

the impofitions laid upon our nature. ■''ris by 

the alBttance oi Almighty Godj cried my uncle 
Toby, looking up, and prefling the palms of his 

hands clofe together 'tis not from our own ' 

ftrcngth, brother Shandy — a centinel in a wooden 
centry-jbox, might ia well preicndto ftand houf 
againfla detachment of fifty -men-^—wc atcvp- 
hcld by tlie grace and the adiftance of the heft of 
Beings. 

That is cutting the knot, faid my father^ 

lollcad of untying it.— —But give me leave to 
lead you, brother Toby^' i little deeper into this 
myftery. r 

Withall myheart,-replied my uncle Toby. 

Myfatherinftantly exchanged the attitude h(! 
-was in, for that in which Socrates is fo finely 
painted by Raphael in his fcbool of Athens ; 
which your connoifleurfhip knows isfo exquifite- 
]y imagined, that even die particular manner df ■ 
the reafoning of Socrates'iB eiprefled by it— —for, ' 
he holds the forc^tigerof hie left hand between < 
-the fore finger and the thumb of his right, and • 
feems as if he was faying to the libertine he is re- 
claiming, — " You grant rac this — and this ; — and 
" this, and this, I don't aOc of you— they follow 
** of themfclTCs in courfe." 

-So ftood my 'father, holding faft bis foto-fin- 
ger betwixt his 'finger and Ks thumb, and rea-r • 
foningwith my uncle Toby as be fat ift his old 
-fringed chair, ralanced around with his party^W-- 
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loured worfted bobs. O Garrick f what a ricli 

fcene of this would thy exquifite powers make ! 
and how gladly would I write fuch another, to a- 
vail mytcif of thy inunortality, and fccurc my own 
btHuai it. . 



CHAP. vni. 

THOUGH man is, of all others, the molt 
curious vehicle,, faid my father, yet, at the 
fame time, 'tis of fo flight a frame, and fo totter- 
iagly put together, that the fudden jerks, and 
hard joftlings, it unavoidably meets with in thi» 
rugged journey, would ovcrfet and tear it to 
pieces a dozen times a day — was it not, brother 
Toby, that there is a fecret fpring within us- 
Which fpring, faid my unple Toby, I take to be 

religion. Will that fet my child's nofe or I 

cried my father, letting go his finger, and (trik- 
in^ one hand againll the other.— It makes every 
thing ftraight for us, anfwercd my uncle Toby.-^— 
Figuratively fpeaking, dear Toby, it may, for 
aught I know, faid my father ; but the fpring I 
am fpcaking of, is that gveat and eladick povet 
within us, of counterbalancing evil, which, like a 
ifecret fpring in a well-ordered machine, though it 
can't prevent the fhock — at leaft it impofcs upom 
our fenfe of it. 

Now, my dear brother, laid my father, repla- 
cing his fore-finger, as he was coming clofer to 

the point had my child arrived fafe into the 

world, unmartyr'd in that precious part of him 
— — fanciful and extravagant as I may appear to 
the world in my opinion of Chriftian names, and 
of diat magick bias, which good or bad names ir- 
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selifiiblj' imprcfs upon our charaftcrs and condufl 
— heaTcn is witncfs I that in the warmcft tranf- 
ports of my wifhes for the profperity of my child, 
I never once wilhcd to crown his head with more 
glory and honour, that what George or £d- 
WABD would "h'ave fpread around it. 

But, alas ! continued my father, as the greateft 
evil has befall'n him — I muit counteraQ and undo 
it with the greatefl good. 

He (hall be chriltened Trismegiltus, brother. 

I wifli it may anfwer, — replica my uncle Toby, 
n£ng up. 



CHAP. IX. 

WHAT a chapter of chances, faid my Ei- 
ther, turning hunfelf about upon the £rft 
landing, as he and my uncle Toby were going 

down ftairs what a long chapter of chances 

do the events of this world lay open to us ! Take 
pen and ink, in hand, brother Toby, and calcu- 
atc it fairly . I know no more of calculations 
than this ballufter, faid my uncle Toby, (ftriking 
ibortofitwith his crutch, and hitting my father 
4 defperate blow foufe upon his fliin-bone.}— '^ 
Twas an hundred to one— cried my uncle Toby 
-r' —I thought, quoth my father, (rubbing his 
&in) you had known nothing of calculations, 
brodier Toby.— —"Twas a mere chance,faid my 

uncle Toby. Then it adds one to the chapter 

—replied my father. 

The double fucccfs of my father's repartees 

tickled off the pain of hisihin at onct— ^it was 

. wtiiitfo fell out— ■(chancel again-, or the 
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world to this A^j had never known the fubjc^l of 

my father's calculation ; to gucfs it there was 

no chance. What a lucky chapter of chances 

has this turned out ! for it has faved me the 
trouble of writing one exprefs, and, in. truth, I 
have enow alrtady upon my hands without it. — 
Have not I promifed the world a chapter of knots? 
two chapters upon the right and the wrong 
end of a woman f — a chapter upon whiflcers ?— 
a chapter upon withes ? — a chapter of nofes ?^— 
no, I have done that — a chapter upon my uncle 
Toby's modcfty? to fay nothing of a chapter npon 

chapters, which I will finifli before I Ileep — ■ 

By my great grandfather's, w^flcers, I (hall ncyer 
get half of 'em through this year. 

Take pen and ink in hand, and calculate it- 
fairly, brother Toby, faid my father, and it wiH 
tarn out a million to one, that of all the part's of 
the body,, the edge of the forceps fliouM have the 
ill luck'juft to fail upon and break down that one 
part, which Ihould break down the fortunes of 
outhoufe withit. 

It might have been worfe, replied my uncle 

Toby.-— Ido n't comprehend, faid my father. 

Suppofe the hip had prefcnted, replied my uncle 
Toby, as Dr. Slop foreboded ? 

My father rtfleflcd Kalfa minute- — ;looItetI 

down todchcd the middle of his forehead' 

flightly with his linger 

—True, faid he. 
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CHAP. X. 

IS it not a Oiame to make two chapters of what 
paired in going down one pair of stairs ? for 
we are got no farther yet than to the first land- 
ing, and there are fifteen steps more down to 
the bonom} and, 'for aught I know, as my fa- 
ther and my uncle Toby are^n atalking humour, 
there may be as many chapters as steps : — let that 
be as it will. Sir, I can no more help it than 
my destiny : — a fudden impulfe comes acrofs mc 

— - - Drop the curtain, Shandy 1 drop i[ 

Strike a line here acrofs the paper, Tristram,— I 
itrike it and hey for a new chapter^ 

The deuce of any other rule have I to govern 
myfelf by in this affair- — ■ and if I had one-— — . 

as I do all things out of all rule 1 would 

twist it and tear it to piecesi and throw it into 
the (ire when I had done-^^Am I warm ?— I am, 

and the caufe demands it A pretty story ! is a 

man to follow rules — or rules to follow him ?■ . 

Now this, you must know, being my chapter 
upon chapters, which I promifcd to write before 
I went to lleep, I thought it meet to eafe my con- 
feience entirely before I lay" down, by telling the 
world alt 1 knew about the matter at once ; Is not 
this ten times better than to fet out dogmatically 
with a feiitentious parade of wifdom, and telling 
the world a story of a roasted horfe — that chapters , 
relieve the mind — that they afhst — or impofe u- 
pon the imagination — and that in a work of this 
dramatic cast they are as necefTary as the fhifting 
of fccnes — with fifty other cold conceits, enough 
to extinguifh the fire which roasted him.— — O t 
but to understand this, which is a puff at the 
Vol. II. C 
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fire of Diana's tcinpic— you muft read Longinus 

—read away If you arc not a jot the wifcrby 

reading him the firft time over — never fear — read 
him again. Avicenna and Licetus read Ariflo- 
tlc's mctaphyficks forty times through a piece, 
and never undcrftood a Tingle word — ■ — But marlc 
the confequence — Av4ccnna turned out a defpe- 
ratc writer at all kinds of writing— for he wrote 
books de omni fcribili ; and for Licetus (Fortunio) 
though all the world knows he was bom a 
fcctusf, of no more than five inches and a half 

f Ce Yc£t\Mrfftoitpaj plus grand qut la panrnt- 
de la main : mail fin Pf re r ayant examine en qua- 
lite de Medecin, ts" ayant troiive que c' etait qiieU 
que chofe de pint qu'un Embryen, It Jit tranfporter 
tout vivant a Rafal/o, eu U le fit voir a Jerome 
Bardi is" a d'aiitres Medicint dii lieu. On irouva- 
qu'il ne lui manquoit rien d'effentiel a la vie . ts" 
Jan pere pour f aire voir un ejfai dt fin experience^ 
entreprit d'achever Vouvrage de la Nature, E^ de- 
iravailler a Information de P Enfant avcc le' menie 
artifice que celui dont on fi fert pour fair e'clorre 
hs Pouletsen Egypie. II inslruifit une Nouriffi de 
tout ce qu'elle avoit a faire, (jf ayant fait mettre 
fort fill dam tinfour praprsment accommode, il reuffit 
a f etever et a lut faire prendi e fes accroiffemens 
neceffaries, par I'uniformite d'une chaleur etrnngere 
mefuree exaBement fur let degret d'un Thermome- 
tre, OH d'un autre intirument equivalent. ( Vide Mich. 
Guitiiniati, ne gli Scriti. Liguri a Cart. 223. 448. J 

0/1 auroit toujour! ete tret faiitf ait de I'induitrie 
d'un Ptrefi experimente dans VArt de la Generation^ 
quand il n'auroii pu prolenger la vie a fon fits q^e 
four qtielques tKiiSypourptu d' annees. 
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in' length, yet he grew to (hat -aftoni filing height 
in literature, as to write a book with a title as 
long as bimfcif —the learned know I mean bis 
GoiiopfjpchantbiopolDgia upon the origin of the 
Iiuman foul 

So much for my ch^ter upon chapters, which 
I Jioid to be the beil chapter in my whole work ; 
and) take my word, whoever reads it, is fuU as 
well employed, as in picking ftraws. 



CHAP. XI. 

WE (hall bring all things to rights, faid my 
father, fetting his foot «pon the firll Ilcp 
trom the landing. This Trifmcgitlus, conti- 
nued my father, drawing his leg back, and turfl- 
ingto my uncle Toby— was the, greateft (Toby) 
of all earthly beings he was the greateft king— 
the greateft lawgiver — the greateft philofopher— 
and the greateft prieft — and engineer— f aid my 
«ndc Toby 

—— In courfe, faid my father. 

C 2 
Maisquaud on fe reprtjertte que P Enfant a veeu 
fresde gitatre-vlnps ans, iS" ju' ila compofe quatre- 
vingis Ouvrages different! taus fruits d'uiie longue 
leflure — i/Jaui convenir que tout ce qui eft in^roy- 
Me n'ej} pai toujour s faux ^ ts" qui lit Vraifeinhianci 
liest pat toujmrs du cute de la Verite. 

II i/avoit qu( dix-n4uf anj lots qu'il compafa Gc 
nopjychanlhropologia de Origine /intma humaiue, 

(Let Bnjarts cehbresy revus (sfcorriges par M. 
De la Moniiaye de 7 Academie Francoife.) 
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CHAP. XII. 

A KD how does your mistrefs ? cried my 
.Xx. father, taking the fame ftcp over ag^n 
Irom the landing, and calling to Sufannah, whom 
lie faw pafling by the foot of the flairs with a 
huge pincu{hian in her hand,— how does your mi^ 
trcfg 7 As well, faid Sufannab, tripping by, bat 
without looking up, as can be expelled- — What 
a fool am I ? faid my father, drawing his leg back 
again — let things be as they will, brother Toby, 
'tis ever the prccife anfwer — And how is the child 
pray ? — No anfwer.— And where is Dr, Slop ? 
added my father, raifmg his voice aloud, and look- 
ing over the balluttcrs Sufannah was out of 

hearing. 

Of all the riddles of a married life, faid my 
father, crofling the landing, in order to fct his 
back againft the wall, whilll he propounded it 
to my uncle Toby — of all the puzzling riddles, 
faid he, in a married ftate, — of which you may 
truft me, brother Toby, there are ftiore afl'es loads 
than all Job's ftock of aflcs could have carried 
there is not one that has more intricacies in 
it than this, — that, from the very moment the 
miftiefs of the houfe is brought to bed, every fe- 
male in if, from my lady's gentlewoman down to 
the cinder-wcnch, oecomcs an inch taller for it ; 
and give themfelves more airs upon that (ingle 
inch, than %tl their other inches put tog;ether. 

I think, rather, replied my uncle Toby, that 
'tis we who fink an inch lower — If I meet but a 
woman with child — I do it—'Tis a heavy tax 
Jipon that half of our fellow- creatures, brother 
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Shandy, faid my uncle Toby— 'tis a piteous bur« 
den upon 'em, continued he, (baking his bead. 
— Yes, yes, 'tis a painful thing — faid my fa- 
ther, {balling his bead too — but certainly, (ince 
Jhaicmg of beads came into falhion, never did- 
two heads fbake together, in concert, from two 
fu<^ diderent fprings. 

God biefs 7 'em all— faid my unclc^Toby and - 
Deuce take 3 my father, each to himfclf. 



GHAP. xin. 

HOLLA I ' you chairman ! here's fix- ■■ 
pence— do ftep into that bookfeller's Ihop - 
and call me a day-tall critick. I am very wil- 
ling to give any one of 'em a crown to help me 
%^ his tadding,.to get my father and my uncle 
Toby oflF the flairs, and to put them to bed. 

Tis even high time ; for, except a fliort 

nap which they both got whilll Trim was bo- 
ring the jack>boot3~-^nd which by the bye, did 
my father no fort of good, upon the fcorc of the 

bad hinge ihcy have not clfc fliut their eyes 

fince nine hours before the time that Dr. Slop 
was led into the back parlour in that dirty pickle - 
by Obadiah. 

Was cveiy day of my life to be as bufy a day 
as this,— and to take up— Truce — 

I will not finifli that fentence till I have made 
an obfervation upon the Grange Hate of aifairs 
between the reader and myfelf, jult as things 
Hand at prefent an obferration never appli- 
cable before to any one biographical writer fince 
the creation of the world, but to myfel f 
and 1 believe will never hold good to any othcr> ■ 

C3 
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nntil its final dcftruflion and therefore, for 

the very novelty of it alone, it rnuft be worth 
your Worfhip's attending to. 

I am this month one whole year older than 
I was this time twelvemonth ; and having got, 
as you perceive, almoft into the middle of my 

fourth volume and no farther than to my 

firft day's life — 'tis demonltrative that I have 
t^rec hundred and fixty-four days more life to 
wjjte juft now, than when I firit fet out ; fo that 
inHead of advancing, as a common writer, in 
my work, with what I have been doing at it— - — 
on the contrary, I am Juft thrown fo many vo- 
lumes back — was every day 6f my life to be 

as bufy a day as this and why not f— — 

and the tranfaiHiions and opinions of it to take 
up as much defcription — and for what reafon 
fliould they be cut ihort ? — as at this ratel (hould 
juft live 364 times fafter than I (hould write— 
it muft follow, an' pleafe your Worfhtps, that 
the more I write, the more I fliall have to write 

— and confequently, the more your Worfliipi 

read, the more your Worlhips will have to read. 

Will this be good for your Worfhips eyes ? 

It will do well for mine ; and, was it not that 
my Opinions will be the death of me, I per- 
ceive I Jhall lead a fine life of it out of this fclf- 
famelife of mine ; or, in other words, lhall lead 
a couple of fine lives together. 

As for the propofal of twelve volumes a year, 
or a volume a month, it noway alters my prof-' 
peft — Write as I will, and rufhasi may into 
thi- middle of things, as Horace advifcs — I fhall 
never overtake myfcif — Wliipp'd and driven to 
the laft pinch, at the worft I ihall have one day 
the ^art of my pen — andone day is enough for 
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two volumes— and two volumes will be chough 
for one year. 

Heaven profperthenunufatflureTS of paper un- 
der this propitious reign, which is now opeu'd to 

us as I truft its providence will profper every 

ihiog elfe in it that is taken in hand — 

As for the propagation of Gecfe — I give my- 
fclf no concern — Nature is all-bountifuj . 
I fliall never want tools to work with. — — 

—So then, friend ! you ha,ve got my father 
and my uncle Toby off the Aairs, and feeo them 
to bed ? ' ' And how did you manage it ? — 

Yjau dtopp'd a curtain at the flair's foot 1 

thought you had no other way for it— Here's a - 
crown for your trouble. . 



. ; CHAP. XIV. 

THEN reach me-, my breeches off the 
chair, faid.my father to Sufannah 
There is not a moment's time to drefs you, Sir, 
cried Sufannah the child is as black in the face, 

as my— As your what? faid my father } 

for, like all orators, he was a dear fearcher into 
ajmparifofis— Blefs me, Sir, faiti Sufannah, the 
child's in a fit— — And Where's Mr, Yorick ?— 
Never where he Ihouid be, faid Sufannah ; hut 
his curates in the drefling room, with the child 
upon hisjarm, waiting for the name— —and 
my miftrefs bid me run as fall as I could to know, 
asOiptain Shandy is the godfather, whether it 
fliould not be called after him. 

Were one fujp, faid my feithcr to himfcif, 
fcratching his eye-brow, that the child was ex- 
piring, one might as well compliment my bro- 
C4 
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therTobyas not and 'twould be a pity, in 

fuch a cafe, to throw away fo great a name Z» 
Trifmegiftus upon him — but he may recover. 

No, no-— Caid my father to Sufaimah, III get 
Up T here's no time, cried Sufannah, the 

child's as blact as my (hoe. Trifmegiftus, faid 

fny father But ftay — thou art a leaky vef- 

fel, Sufannah, added my father-, can'ft thou 
carry Trifmegiftus in thy head, the length of 
the gallery without fcattering ?^-Can I ? cried 

Sufannah, (hutting the door in a huff If ihc 

can, I'll be {hot, faid my father, bouncing out 
of bed in the dark, and groping for his breeches. 

Sufannah ran with all (peed along the gallery. 

My father made all polbble Tpeed to bnd lu6 
breeches. 

Sufannah got the ftart, and kept it ■ 

"Tis Tria fomething, cried Safannah — 

There is no chriftian name in the world, faid 
the curate, beginning with Tris—but Ttiftram. 
Then 'tis Triftram-giftus, quoth Sufannah. 

There is no giftus to it, noodle J ''tis 

my own name, replied the curate, dipping 
his hand as he fpoke into the bafon — ^Triftram ! 
faid he, &c. &c. &c. &c,-SoTriftram was I call- 
ed, and Tridram Iliall I be to the day of my 
death. 

——My father followed Sulannah, with his 
night-gown acrofs his arm, with nothing more 
than his breeches on, faftened, f through hafte, 
with but a lingte button, and that button, 
through hade, thruft only half into the button- 
hole. 

— She has not forgot the name ?' cried my fa- 
ther, half opening the door— No, no, faid the 
curate, with a tone of intelligence^^— And 
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the child is better, cried Sufannah— And how 
does )^ur miftrefs i As well, faid Sufannah, as 
can be expetted — Pifli ! faid my father, the but- 
ton of his breeches flipping out of the button- 
hole — fo that, whether the interjcflion was le- 
velled at Sufannah, or the button-bole, — whe- 
ther pilh was an interje^lion of contempt, or an 
interje^ion of modelly, is a doubt, and muft be 
a doubt, till I fiiall have time to write the three 
foliowin? farouiite chapters, that is, mj chapter 
of chamber maids— mr chapter of piflies— and 
my chapter of button-holes. 

All the light I am able to give the reader at 
prefcnt is this, that the' moment my father cried 
Pifli ! he whilk'd himfelf about-^— and with his 
breeches held up by one hand, and his night- 
gown thrown acrofs the arm of the other, he re- 
turned along the gallery to bed, fomethiog flower ■ 
than he came. . 

CHAP. XV. 

I 'WISH I could write a chapter upon deep. 
' A fitter occafktn could never have prefented 
itielf, than what this moment oflers, when all 
the curtains of the family are drawn^—the candles 
put out— and no creature's eyes are open but 3 
fingle one, forthe other has been Ihut ^efetwcn- ' 
ty years, of my mother's nurfe^ 
It is a line fubjeA ! 

And yet, as fine as it is, I would undertake to ' 
write a dozen chapteis upon button4i(des, both - 
quiclcer and with more fame than a Gngle chap- .- 
tet .upon this. 

Cs 
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Button holes — ! there is fomcthing Iivcljr in 
the very idea of 'em — and trutl me; when I get 
among'em — you gentry with great beards — look 
as grave as you will — I'll make merry work with 
my button-holes — I Ihall have 'em all to mylelf 
■ — 't'.s a maiden fubjc^ — I Ihall run foul of no 
man's wifdom or fine fayings in it. 

But for fleep — I know 1 Ihall make nothing of 
it before I begin — I am no dab at your fine fay- 
ings in the lirfl place — and in the next place, I 
cannot for my foul fet a grave face upon a bad 
matter, and tell the world — 'tis the refuge of the 
unfortunate — the cnfranchifcmcat of the prif- 
uiier — the downy lap of the hopelefs, the wearyy 
and the broken-hearted ; nor could I (tt out 
with a he in ray mouth, by affirming, that, of 
all the foft and delicious funSions of our na- 
ture, by which the great Author of it, in his 
bounty, has been pleafcd to recompence the fuf^ 
ferings whcTcwith hisjufticc and his good plea- 
fure has wearied us — that this is the chiefcft (I 
knowpleafures worth ten of it) — or. what a hap- 
pinefs it is to man, when the anxieties and paf- 
lions of the day are over, and he lies down upon 
his hack, that his foul fhall be fo fcated with- 
in him, that, whichever way fhe turns her eyes, 
the heaVcns (hall looh calm andfwect above her 
■ II no defire— or fear — or doubt that troubles 
the air, nor any dilhculty pa(t, prefent, or to 
come, that the imagination my not pafs over 
without offence, in that fiveet fecciTion. — 

— " God's blclling, faid Sancho Pancha, be 
" upon the man who firft invented this fclf- 
*• fame thing called fleep — it covers a man all o- 
"vcrlikea cloak." — Now, there is more to mc 
in thiS} and it fpeaks warmer to my heart aad 
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affe£lions than all the diOertations fqueez'd out 
of the beads of the learned together upon the 
fubjea. 

Not that I altogether difapprove of what 

Montaigne advances upon it — 'tis admirable in 
its way — (I quote by memory.},,. 

The world enjoys other pleafures, fays he, as 
they do that of deep, without tafting or feel- 
ing it as, it Hips and pafles by.— We iVou'd 0,)i- 
dy and ruminate upon it, in, order to render pro- 
per thanks to Him who grants it to us. — For this 
^end, I caufe myfelf to be difturbed in my fleep, 
■ that I. may,. the better and more fenCbiy re- 

. .Hth it.: And yet I fee fe.w^ fays he again, who 

. live with Ifefeilcefl when; need, Requires, .my bo- 
dy is jCapabie of a - firm, b.ut not of a -violeijt and 
fuddeii agitation m . .. — I e\'ade, , of late, all vio- 
lent exercifes^— -I am never weary with walk- 
ing—but. from my youth, I never liked to ride 
upon pavenients.-;-! love to lay hard, and alone, 

and even without my wife r^'his laft .word 

may ftagger the fa.ith of the world but rc- 

memberj '.' ta Vraifemblanc)^ (as' Bayle fays in 
" the affair of Liceti) r^'cil-pas,, t'cftiJQurs'du cote - 
" de la,Veritc"~AE(l fo much forfleep, 
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IF my wife will but venture him — ■ — brother 
Toby, TrifmegiftuE fliall be drefaM and brought 
d6wp to us, whilft you and I are getting our 
breakfajls together. 

— Go tcl! Sufannah, Obadi'ahflo ftcp here- 
She is run up ilairs, anfwercd Obadiah, this 
very inftant, fobbing and crying, and wringing 
her hands, as if her heart would break. — 

We fliali have a rare moilth of it, faid my fa- 
' ther, turning his head from Obadiah, and look- 
ing wiftfully in my uncle Toby's face for fome 
tira'e — we fhdll have a devilifti month of it, bro- 
ther Toby, faid my father, fetting his arms a- 
kimbo, and ftiaking his head ; fire, water, wo- 
' men, wind — brother Toby ! — Tis foine misfor- 

' tune, quoth my uncle Toby That it is, cried 

my father — to ' have fo many jarring elements 
breaking loofc, and riding triumph in every cor- 
. ner t)f a gentleman's houfc — Little boots it to 
tbe peace of a family, brother Toby, that you 
and I poITefs ourfelves, and lit here (ilent and un- 
moved whilft fuch 3 ftormis whiftling overour 
heads. 

— And what's the matter, Sufannah ? — They 
have called the child Trillram — and my miftrefs 
isjuft got out of anhyfterick fit about it — No 1 
—'Tis not my fault, faid Sulannah-~I told him 
it was Tri (tram -gift us. 

Make tea for yourfelf, brother Toby, faid 

my father, taking down his hat— — ^)ut how 
difietent from the fallies and agitations of voice 



..Google 



TRISTRAM SHANDY,Gent. fii 

and members which a common reader would i- 
magiite ! 

— For he fpake in the fwectcft modulation— 
and took down his hat with the genteeleft move- 
ment of limbs, that ever affii^ion harmonized 
and attuned together. 

—Go to the bowling-green for Corporal Trim, 
faid my uncle Toby, fpcaking to Obadiah, as fooQ 
as my father left the room. 

CHAP.XVn. 

WHEN the misfortune of my nosb fell fo 
heavily upon my father's head, — the rea- 
der remembers, that he walked inflantly up ftairs 
and caft himfclf down upon his bed ; and from 
hence, unlefs he has a great inlightinto human 
nature, he will be apt to expe£l a rotation of the 
fame afcending and dcfcending movements from 
him, upon this misfortune of my name ; — no. 

The dift'erent weight,' dear Sir nay, even 

the different package of two vexations of the 
fame weight— makes a very wide difierence in 
our manners of bearing and getting through 
with them. — It is not half an hour ago, when, 
(in the great hurry and precipitation of a poor 
devil's writing for daily bread) I threw a fair 
fheet, which I had Juft finilhed, and carefully 
wrote out, flap into the fire, inftead of the foul 
one. 

hiftanlly I fnatch'd ofT my wig, and threw 
it ' perpendicularly, with all imaginable violence, 
up to the top of the room— indeed I caught it 
as it fell— but there was an end of the matter ; 
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nor ilo I think any thing elfc in Nature, wcuM 
have given fuch immediate cafe : She, dear God- 
defs, by an inftantaneous impu^fe, in all pro- 
voking cafes, deceTmincs us to a fally of this or 
that niembec — or elfe flic thrufta us intocliis or 
that place, or podure of body, we know not why 
—But mark,, Madam, we live amongil riddles 
and myileries— the jnoll oKvioua things which 
come in our way, hive dark fides, which the 
quickeft fight cannot penetrate into ; and even 
the ck are it and moll eialted understandings a- 
mongll us find ourfelves puzzled and at a lofs 
in atmoit every cranny of Nature's works ; fo that 
tliis like a thoufand. other things, falls out for us 
< in a way, which, tho' we cannot reafon upon it 
— yet we find the gopd of it, may it pleafe your 
Reverences and your Worfliips- — and that's c- - 
nough for us. . 

Now, my father could not ly down with this . 
affliction for his life — npr could he carry it up 
flairs like the .other— He walked compofcdly out 
with it to the filh-pood. 

Had my father leaned his head upon his hand, . 
and r^afoned an hour which way to have, gone 
—reafon, with all her force, could not have di- 
rected him to any thing like it : there is fome- 
thing, Sir, in fifli-ponds — but what it is, I leave 
to.fy Item-builders and ■ filli-pond diggers betwiM 
'cm. to find out; — but there is fomethtng, under 
the firft difbrderly traiifport of the humours fo 
unaccountably becalming in an orderly and a fo- 
ber. walk towar<tis. one of them, that 1 have often 
wondered that neither Pythagoras,uor Plato, nor 
Solon,, nor. Lycui^us, nor Mahomet, nor any 
of your noted lawgivers, ever gave order about 
them. 
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CHAP. xvm. 

YOUR Honour, faid Trim, fhutting the paiv 
lour dooT before he began to fpeak, has 
heard, I imagine, of this unlucky accident — O 
yes. Trim ! faid my uncle Toby, and it givea me 
great concern — I am heartily concerned too ; but 
1 hope your honour, replied Trim, will do me 
the jultice to believe, that it was not in the leafl 
owing to rae— — --To thee— Trim ! cried my uncle 
Toby, looking kindly in his face — 'twas Sufan- 
nah'sandthe ciiratc's folly betwixt them— — 
What buGnefs could they have together, an* 
pleafc your Honour, in the garden ?— InthegaL- 
lery, thou mcaneft, replied my uncle Toby. 

Trim found he was upon a wrong fcent, and 
flopped (hort with a low bow — ^Two misfortunes, 
quoth the Corporal to himfcif, arc twice as many 
at leait as are needful to.be talked over at one 
time, — the mifchief the cow has done in break- 
ing into the fortifications, maybe told his Ho- 
nour hereafter — Trim's cafuillry and addrefs, un- 
der the cover of his low bow, prevented all fuf- 
picion in my uncle Toby ; fo he went on with 
what he had to lay to Trim as follows, 

— For my own part. Trim, though I can fee 
little or no difference betwixt my nephew's be- 
ing called Triftram or Trifmegillos — yet as the 
thing fits fo near my brother's heart. Trim — I 
^would freely have given a hundred pounds rather 
thanit Ihouidiiavehappened, — A hundred pounds! 
an' pleafc your Honour, replied Trim — I would 
not give a cherry-llone to boot — Nor would I, 
Tilm, upon my own account, quoth my uncle 
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Toby — ^but my brother, whom there is no argu- 
ing with in this cafe maintains, that a great 

deal more depends, Trim, upon chriftian names, 
that what ignorant people imagine ; — ^— for, 
]]c fays, there never was a great or heroick a^ion 
performed fuiceche world began, by one called Trif- 

tram nay he will have it, Trim, that z man 

can neither be learned, or wife, or brave ' 
Tis all fancy, an' plcafe your honour — I fought 
juft as well, replied the Corporal, when the regi- 
ment called tnejjTrim, as when they called me 
James Butler — And for my own part, faid my 
uncle Toby, though I ihould blulh to boaft of 
myfelf, Trim j— yet, had my name been Alexan- 
der, I could have done no more at Namur than 
my duty Blefs your Honour \ cried Trim, ad- 
vancing three fteps as he fpoke, docs a man think 
of bis chrilUan name when he goes upon the at- 
tack ?— Or when he ftands in the trench, Trim ? 
cried my uncle Toby, looking firm — Or when he 
enters a breach, faid Trim, pu(hing In between 
two chairs Or forces the lines, cried my un- 
cle, riling up, and puftiing his crutch like a pike 
— Or facing a platoon ? cried Trim, prefenting 
his Hick like a firelock f — . , Or when he marches 
up the glacis ? cried my uncle Toby, looking 
warm, and fctling his foot upon his ftool ■■■ ■■- 
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CHAP. XIX. 

MT-father was returned from his walk to the 
fiOi-pond — and opened the parlour door in 
the very height of the attack, jufl as my uncle 
Toby was marching up the glacis — Trim recover- 
ed his arms Never was my uncle T#by 

caught riding at fuch a defperate rate in his life ! 
Alas ! my uncle Toby I — had not'a weighter mat- 
ter called forth all the ready eloquence of my fa- 
ther— 4iow hadlt thou then and thy poor Hobbt- 
HoRSB too have been infulted ! 

My father hung up his hat with the fame air 
he took it down; and, after giving a flight look 
at the diforder of the room, he took hold of one 
of the chairs which had formed the corporal's 
breach, and placing it over againft my uncle To- 
by, he fat down in it, and as foon as the tea-things 
were taken away, and the door ihut, he broke out 
in a lamentation as follows : 



My Father's Lamentation. 

IT is in vain longer, faid my father, addreSing 
himfelf as much toErnulphus's curfe, which 
was laid upon the corner of the chimney-piece, 
— as to my uncle Toby, who fat under it — it is 
in rain longer, faid my father, in the moft 
querulous monotony imaginable, to ftrugglc, as 
1 have done, againlt this mod uncomfortable of 
human pcrfuafions — ^I fee it plainly, that, either 
for my own fins, brother Toby, or the fins and 
follies of the Shandy family, heaven has thought 
fit to draw forth the heavieft of its artillery a- 
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gainft me ; and that the profperity of my child 
is the point upon which . the whole force of it is 
direfted to play — Such a thing would batter the 
■whole univerfc about our ears, brother Shandy, 

faid my uncle Toby — if it was fo Unhappy 

Triftram ! child of wrath'! child of decrepitude [ 
interruption ! miftake ! and difcontent ! What 
one misfortune or difafter in the book of em- 
bryotic evils, that could unmechanize thy frame, 
or entangle thy filaments ! which basnot fallen 
upon thy head, ere ever thou camcft into the 

worid— — What evils in thy paflage into it 1 

what evils fince ! Produced into being in 

the decline of thy father's days — wlien the powers 
of his imagination and of his body were waxing 
feeble — when radical heat and radical moifture, 
the elements which flioiild have.temper'd thine, 
were drying up, and nothing left to fouijjl thy 

ftamina in; but^ncgations 'tis pitiful— ^bjo- 

thcr Toby, at the beft, and called out for all the 
Jittle helps that care and attention on both fides 
could give it. But how were we defeated ! You 
know the event, brother Toby— 'tis too melan- 
choly a one to be repeated, row — when the few 
animal fpirits I was worth in the world, and with 
which, memory, fanty, and quick parts Ihould 
have been convey'd — wereall difperfed,confufcrf, 
confounded, fcattered, and fent tp the devil. 

Here then was the time to have put a ftop to 
this perfecution .againft him - and tried an ex- 
periment at leaft — whether calmnefs and fere- 
nity of mind in your fitter, with a i^uc attention, 
brother Toby, to her evacuations and repleti- 
ons and the reft of her non-naturals, might 

not, in a courfc of mjic months geftation, havci- 
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fet all things to' right, ' My child vns bereft of 

thefe ?- What a teazing life did ftie lead her- 

felf and confeqircfitly her fcctus too with that 
nonfenficai anxiety of hers about lying-in in 
town? — I thought my fifter fubmitted with the 
greateft patience, replied my uncle Toby — — 
IncTCr heard her utter one fretful word about 
it— She fumed inwardly, cried my father ; and 
that, let me tell you, brother, was ten times 

worfc for the child and then i what battles 

did (he fight with me, and what perpetual ftorms 

about the midwife There fhe gave vent, faid 

my uncle Toby ^Vent ! cried my father, look- 

ing up 

But what was all this, my dear Toby, to the 
injuries done us by my child's coming head fore- 
moll into the world, when all I wiftied in this 
general wreck of his frame, was to have faved 

this little caflcet unbroke, unrifled ? 

With all my precautions, how was my fyftem 
turned topfy-turvy in the womb with my child! 
his head expofed to the hand of violence, and a 
prcflure of 470 pounds avoirdupois weight afting 

fo perpendicularly upon its apex that, at this 

iiour, 'tis ninety per cent infurancc that the fine 
net-work of the intellei^ual web be not rent and 
torn to a thoufand tatters, 

- — —Still we could have done FooF, 

coxcomb, puppy give him but a nose 

Cripple.Dwarf, Driveller, Goofecap — [fhape him 
as you will) the door of fortune ftands open — O 
Licetus \ Licetus ! had I been bJeft with a fcetus 
five inches long and a half, like thee — Fate might 
have done her worft, 
Still, brother Toby, there was one cad of the 
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die left for our ^ild after all' OTriftram! 

Triftram r Triftraiii ! 

Wc will fend for Mr. Torick, faid my uncle 
Toby. 

— You my fend for whom you will, replied my 
father. 



I 



CHAP. XX. I 

WHAT a rate have I gone on at, corvet- ' 
ing and frilking it away, two up and i 
two down, for four volumes together, without , 
looking once behind, or even on one ISde of me, 
to fee whom I trode upon ! — I'll tread upon no 
one, <]uoth I to myfclf when I mounted— I'll 
take a good rattling gallop; butlll not hurt the 

poorcft jack-afs upon the road So off I fct— 

up one lane down another through this 

turnpike— over that, as if the arch-jockey of 
jockeys had got behind me. 

Now, ride at this rate with what good inten- 
tion and refolution you may,— 'tis a million to one 
you'll do fome one a mifchief, if not yourfelf 

He's flung he's off he's loft 

his feat he's down — he'll break his neck- 
fee — if he has not gallopped full amongd the fcaf- 
folding of the undertaking criticka — ^he'll knock 
his brains out again ft fome of their pofts — he's 
bounced out !— — look — he's now riding like a 
mad cap full tilt through a whole crowd of pain- 
ters, fiddlers, poets, biographers, phyficians, 
lawyers, logicians, players, fchoolmcn, church- 
men, ftatcfmen, foldiers, cafuifts, connoilTeurs, 
prelates, popes, and engineers.— Don't fear, faid 
I— I'll not hurt the poorcft jack-afs upon the - 
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king's high-way—But your horfe throws dirt ; 
fee, you've fplafli'd a bi(hop— I hope in Gad 'twas 
only Emulphus, faid I— But you have fcjuirted 
full in the faces of Mcff. Le Moyne, De Romig- 
ny, and De Marcillyi dolors of the Sorbonne— 
■^atwas lafl year, replied I — But you have trod 
this moment upon a king. — Kings have bad times 
on't, faid I, to be trod upon by fuch people as mc. 
— You have done it, replied my accufer, 
I deny it, quoth I — and >fo have got off j and 
heream I ftanding with my bridle in one huid, 
and with my cap in the other, to tell my llory 
—And what is it ? You fliall hear in the next 
chapter. 

CHAP. XXI. 

AS " Francis the Firft of France was one 
winterly night warming himfelf over the 
embers of a wood fire, and talking with his firft 
minillcr of fundry things for the good of the ftate 
—it would not be amifG, faid the King, flirring 
up the embers with his cane, if this good undcr- 
(landing betwixt ourfelves and Switzerland was 
a little itrengthened — There is no end, Sire, re- 
plied the minifter, in giving money to thefc peo- 
ple — they would fwallow up the treafury of 
France — Poo ! poo ! anfwercd the king — there 
are more ways, Monf. le Premier, of bribing 
itates — befidcs that of giving money— PH puy 
Switzerland — the honour of ftanding godfather 
for my next child— Your majefty, faid the mi- 
lyfter, in fo doing, would have all the gramma- 

• Vide Metiapana, vol. i- 
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lians in Europe upon your back j Switzerland, 
as a republic, being a female, can in no con- 
ftruAion be godfather — bhe ^ma^ be godmother, 
replied Francia, haflily — ^fo announce my inten- 
tions by a courier to-morro'w morning. — 

I am a{toni(hed, faid Francis the Firll, (that 
day fortnight) fpeaking to his minitler as he en- 
tered the clofet, that wc have had no anfwer 
from Switzerland — Sire, I wait upon you this 
moment, faid Monf. le Premiert to lay before 
you my difpatchcs upon that buCnefs— ^They 
take it kindly f faid the king — ^They do. Sire, 
replied the minider, and have the highell fcnfe 

of the honour your Majeily has done them-> • 

^ut the repuUick, as godmother, daimsher right, 
inthlscafe, of naming the child. 

In all rcafon, quoth the king ■ Ihe will 
chriften him Francis, or Henry, or licwis, or 
fome name that {he knows will be agreeable to 
us. — Your majelty is deceived, replied the mi- 
nifter — 1 have this hour received a difpaich from 
our relidem, with the decetmination of the re- 
publick on that point alio — And what name has 

the republick fixed upon for t!ie Dauphin ? . 

Shadrach Melhech Abednego, replied the mi- 
nifter. — By St. Peter's girdle, I wiil have 
nothing to do with the Swifs, cried Francis the 
Firil, pulling up his breeches, and walking haltily 
acrofs the floor. 

Your Majefly, replied the minifter calmly, can- 
not bring yourfelf off. 

We'll pay them in money — faid the king. 

Sire, there are not fixty thoufand crowns in 
thetreafory, anfwered the minifter— I'll pawn 
the belt jewel in my ciown^ quoth Francis the 
FirO. 
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Tour honour Aandsjiawn'dalrcad]' in th^ mat- 
ter, anfweied Monfieut le Frcmicr. i 

Then, Monf. Ic Premier, fsid tl^ kingi by— 
we'll go to war with 'cm. . 



CHAP, SXII. 

ALBEIT, gentle .reader. I have lulled cameft- 
ly, and endeavoured carefully {according 
10 the meafure of fuch llender fkill as God has 
vouchfafcd me, and as convenient leifure from 
other occafions of needful profit and healtliful 
paftime have permitted) that thcfe little books, 
■ which I have put into thy hands, might ftand in- 

ftcad of many bigger books yet h^vel carried 

/nyfelf towards thee in fuch fanciful guife of 
carelefs difport, that right fore am I afliamed 

now to ecitreat thy lenity ferioufly in be- 

feeching thee to bcljevc it of me, that, in the 
ftory of my father and his chriftian-names, 
— I have no thoughts of treading upon Francis- 

the Firit, — nor, in the affair of the nofe upon 

Francis the Ninth, — nor, in the character of my 
uncle Toby— of charaiSerizing the militiating 

fpiritsoi my country the wound upon his 

groin, is a wound to every comparifon of that 

kind nor, by Trim, that I meant the Duke 

of Ormond— or that my book is wrote a- 

gainft predeltination, or free-will, or taxes. 

If 'tis wrote againft any thing 'tis wrote, 

an'pleafe your Worfliips, againft the fpleen ; in 
order, by a more frequent and a more convul- 
five elevation and depreflion of the diaphragm, 
-and the fucculTations of the intercoftal and ab- 
doihinal mufcles in laughter, to drive the gaii 
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and other bitter juices from the gall-bladder, li- 
ver and fweet-brcad of bis Majefty'i fubjcfts, 
«ithallthe ininucitious paffions which belong to 
them, down into their duodeaums. 



CHAP. XKUI. 

■ ■ ■'— "fjUTcan the thing be undone, Yorick? 
fl faid my father— —for in my opi- 
nion, continued he, it cannot. I am a vile ca- 

nonift, replied Yoiiclt but of all etib, 

holding fufpenle to be the mod tormenting, 
we.fhall at leaft icnow the worft of this matter. 
i hate thefe great dinners — faid rajr father ■■—— 
The lize of the dinner is not the point, anfwer- 

ed Yorick we want, Mr. Shandy, to Aire 

into the bottom of this doubt, whether the name 

can be changed or not and as the beards 

of fo many commiifaries, officials, advocates, 
prodloTS, regifters, and of the mod able of our 
fchool divines and others, are all to meet in the 
middle of one table, and Didius has fo pref- 
fingly invited you — who, in your diflrefs, would 
mifs fuch an occafion ! All that is requifite, con- 
tinued Yorick, is to apprize Didius, and let him 
manage a converfation after dinner, fo as lo in- 
troduce the fubjeft Then my brother To- 
by, cried my father, clapping his two hands to- 
gether, ihall ge with us, 

Let my old tie wig, quoth ray un- 
cle Toby, and my laced regimentals, be hung to 
the fire all night, Trim. 
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yO doubt, iSir, there is a whole 

_ _ chapter wanting here — and a chafin 

df ten pages made in the book by it but the 

Irookbinder is neither a fo<^, or a knave, or a pup- 
py—nor is the book a jot more imperfc£l, (at leaft 

upon that fcort) but, on the contrary, the 

book is nnore perfcft and complete, by wanting 
the chapter, than having it, as I (hall demonftratc 
to your Reverences in this manner — —I queftioa 
firft, by the bye, whether the fame experiment 
might not be maiie as fuccefsfully upon fundpy o- 
tfier chapters — but there's no end all' pleafe your 
Reverences, in trying experiments upon chapters 
— we haTE had enough of it — So there's an end 
efthat matter. 

But before I begin my demonftrttion, let me 
■ojly tell you, that the cnapter which 1 have toni 
out, and which otherwifc yon wouid all have been 
reading juft now, inftead of this, — was the de- 
fcription of my father's, rty ancle Toby's, Trim's, 
and Obadiah's fetting out and journeying to the 
vifitations at * • • ♦ 

We'll go in the coach, Taid my father— ^ 

Prithee, have the arms been altered, Obadlah ? 
— - ■ ■ It would have maiie my ftory much 
better, to have begun with telling you, that at 
the time my moihcr'a arms were added to the 
Shandy's, wjien the coach was repainted upon 
my father's marriage, it had fo fallen out, that 
the coach-painter, whether by performing all his 
works with the left hand, like Turpelius the Ro- 
taan, or Hans Holbein of Bafil,'-^r whedicr 'twa6 
Vol. D. D 
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more from the blunder of his bead than hand — 
or whether, lafU^i it was from the finifter tum^ 
.which cvaj thing relating to our family was apt 
to take— it fo fell out, however, to our rreptoac^, 
that, inltcad of the bend dexter, which) Cnce 
Harry the eighths reign, was honeftiy our due-— 
A Ijend-tinificr, by fomc of thefc fatalities, had 
been drawn ^uitc acrofs the field of the Shandy 
arms. 'Tis fcarce credible that the mind of fo 
wife a man as my father was, could be lb mtich 
incommoded with fo fmall a matter. The Mrord 
xoach — let it be whofc it would — or coach-man, 
or coach-hoifc, or coach-hire, could never be 
.named in thc.family,buthe conftantly complain- 
^ed of carrying this vile mark of illegitimacy upon 
the door of his own ; he never once was able to 
ftep into the coach, or out of it, without turning 
jound, to take a view of the arms, and making 3 
,T0w, at the fame time;, that it was the laft time 
he would ever fet his foot in it again, till the 
,bend-finiller was taken out — but, like the afiair of 
,the hinge, it was one of the many things which 
the Dcftinies had fet,down in their books— ever 
to be grumbled at (and in wifer families than ours) 
—but never -to be mended. 
——Has the bend^finider been brufh'd out, I fay ? 
faid my fafher — There has been nothing brufli'd 
out, Sir, anfwercd Obadinh, but the lining. We'll 
go o'horfe-back, faid my father, turning to Yorick 

Of all things in the world, except politics, 

^e clergy know the lead of heraldry, faid Yorick 
——No matter for that, cried my father— J 
.fhould be forry to appear with a blot in my efcut- 
^beon before them— —Never mind the bend- 
finiftcr, faid my uncle .Toby, putting on his tye- 
-wig No, indeed, faid my father — you may go 
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vith Ity aunt Dinah, to a vilitation with a bend- 
finiftcr, if yoji think fit— My poor uncle Toby 

Uufty. . My father was vexed athdmfclf No 

— ^— hiy! dear Iwother Toby, faid- my father,-, 
changing his tone— rbut the damp of the coach- 
lineing about my loins, may give me the fciatica 
again, as It. did December, January and February 
hft winter — fo, if you pleafe, you (hail ride my 
Af ife's pad, — and as you are to preach, Yorick, you 
hadbet^ertnakethebeft of your way before— and 
- leivc me to take-care of my brother roby, and to 
follow atiour own rates.- 

Now, the chapter I was obliged to tear-out, wag- 
ihe dcfcription of thiscavalcade, in which corpo- 
ral Trim and Obadiah, upon two coach-horfes a- 
brcaftjlcd the way as ;Ilow/ as a patrolc— whilft 
rajr uncle 'L'oby, in his :lat;'d regimentals and ty^ - 
wig, kept jiis i<»nk withmyfa(her,.jn dcep.roads' 
and diJl^Mptions alternately upon the advantage of- 
learnitig and- arms, -M each could get the Itart. 

— But the painting <>f tliis journey, upon re- 
viewing it, appears to be fo much above the ftylc 
and manner of any thing elle I have been ^le to 
painthi^idbook, that it could not have remain- 
ed in, it,, without depreciating every othti' fcen^ 
adA deftrDying, a| the fame tji]ne, that ne£edary:e- 
<]uipoif«; anidbalai}ce» .(whether'. t)f gooid-orbad) 
betwixt chapter arid chapter, from whence the 
juft proportion; and harmony of the whole work 
refults. fof my own pan, Larii but jutt fct up 
in the bUifiiKf^tfb kn^w^ttie fibout it-frbUtt in 
my opinion, to write a book, is for all the worid 
like humming a fong — be but in tune with your- 
felf. Madam, 'tis no matter bow high or how low 

you take it 

D 2 
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—This is the mfon may it pleafc jom Rete- 
Tcnces that fome of the lowcit and satleft com- 
poElienspob^ very veil (as Yorick totd mjr 
uncle Toby one night ) by fiege — My untie Tohy 
loolced briflc it the ibimd of the wot d &ege, btit 
could neither make head or tail of it. 

I am to preach at court next Sunday, faid Ho- 
menas,— run orer my notes— fo I humm'd over 
Dr. Homenas'e notes — the modulation's very vrill 
—^'twill do Homenas, if it hoMs on at this rate— 
fo on I humm'd — and a tolerate tune I thought 
it visy and to this hour may it plcafe your Rcrc- 
renc^a, had never found out hov Idw, how flat, 
hoW fpiritlcfs and jejune it was ; but that, all of 
a fuddcn, up ftarted an air in the middle of it> f« 
fipe, fo rich, fo heavenly — it carried my foul up 
v^th it into the other world : now, had I (as Mttn- 
tai^e complained in a parallel aceidentj — had I 
found the declivity eafy, or dva afcetir acceflible-^ 
certes I had hecn outwitted— —yo«r notes Ho- 

menas, I fhould have faid, are good notes bnt 

it was fa perpendicular a precipice — fo wholly cut 
off from the reft of the woii, thattjr the firft 
note I humm'd, I found myWf flyii^ into *ht o- 
ther wotM, ^d from thence difcorerAi ihe viAi 
from whence I came, fb deep, fo low, and difmal 
that I fhall never have the heart to defteifd iillM 
it again. 

£> A dwarf who brings a ftandard vH&ng viA , 
him, to Meafure his own fize^-nki my Word is 
a dwarf in-mwe MticJes than iittS'^M& fo mucli 
J5M nariDg oat of chupters-. 
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. CHAP. XXVI. 

— fl-OEEif he it not cutting it all into flips, 
IJ andgiviiig them about him to light their 
pipes ! — Tis abomiaihle, aufwered DJiiius,;' — it 
{llQuld not go unnotke:d, faid Do£lor Kyfarcius 
-— JE?":he was o£ ihe Kyfarcij of the !oa» c&mittiet. 
JUetbinks, faid Didhis, h^lf rifiitg from his 
i^iT) in order to rcmoite a bottle aii(f i tall de- 
canter which (tooti ina ilirert line betwixt hita 

and Yorick— ■ — yau migot haTC [pared this far- 

calUc ftrokc) and have hit upon a more proper 
plHQC, Mr yorick, 01 at Jeaet upoa a more proper 
occifion, to have fhcwn yojir cofllepinpt of wh»t 
veJiave been ;^aut; [f theleiimon isof no better 
vonh than to Hg^t pipes wielir— twas certatnijn. 
Sir, not good enough to be preached btifore fp 
litartied a body 4 and i( 'twas good, enough to be 

ruhed before To IcBised a hody—^'twa^ certain- 
Sir, too good ta light their jri.^«« with after- 
ward. 1-,^-.- ' ...-■-. 
— r— 1 have got him fast Hung yp, quatfa Didlus to 
himfelf, upon one of the two horns of my dilem- 
ma—let him get otFas he can. 

I have undergone fuch unrpeakabk torments, 
in bringing forth this fermon, quoth Yorick, ap' 
en th is o cc a fion , — tbat-I dedarc, DiiUifs, I u^oukl 

Itorfe.wiih.mei a thousand times eve-T^ Ww« I 
would fit down and make fuch anothe*-: I was 
cielivered of it at the wrong end ofmo^-itcame 
bom my, head instead of my heari — Pnd it is 
for the pain it gave me, both in the writing and 
preaching of it, that I revenge myCeif of it in 
thi« niaaner.Tr-To preach, to Ihcv-tlieexteut of 

B3 . 
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our reading, or tlia' fubtletie* o£ o.ur wit— to pa- 
rade it in the eyes of the vulgar, with the beggar- 
ly accounts af a litile learnings tinfelledover witK 
a few words which glitter, but convey little light, 
and lefs warmth — is a dilhonell ufeofthepoor 
finglc half hour in a weeic, which is put into pur 
hands— 'Ks not preaching the gofpcl— but our- 
felves—- For ray own part, continued Yorick, I 
had rather dircft five words point-blank to the 
heart. 

As Yorick, pronounced the word point-blank, 
my uncle Tobyrofe up to fay fomeehing upon 
pro je6tilcs— when a fcigle word, arid no morcj 
.uttered from the oppofitc fidt of the table, drew 
every one's ears towards it— a word, of all cdhers 
in the di^fiioBary, the laft in that ptacc to bccx- 
peftcd — a wordl amafhamed to write — yet mull 
' bewritten — muft beread — lillegal—un canon icat-^— 
guefe ten thoufand guelTes, multiplied into thoai.~ 
-felvcs— rack— torture your invention for ever, 
you're where you was — ^In ftiort, I'll tell itiiLthe 
next chapfcr*. " : ■ 



z 



CHAP, sxvir; 

O-U N D S I - 



-da ! cried Phutatorius, partly to 
himfelf — and yet highenough to be heard — and, 
what feemed odd, 'twas uttered iila conflruftion 
of look, and in a tone of voice, fomewhat be- 
tween that of a m^n in amazement, and one in 
bodily pain, i 

One or two u^hohad very nioe ears, asd coiild 
diAinguilb the exprei&o^aad mixture of the two 
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tonis as plainly as a third or 3 fifth, or any other 
chord in mulic^ — were the most puzzled and per- 
pleied «irti it ; — the concord was good in itfelf, 
but then 'was quite out of the key, and nu way 
applicable to the fubjeft started ;— fo tliat with all' 
Aeir knowledge, they could not tell what in the' 
vorld to make of it; 

Others, who knew nothing of miifical eipref- 
Ijon, and merely lent their ears to the plain inv- 
port of the word, imagined that Phutatorius, 
who-ii^as fomCwhat of a choleric fpirit, was just" 
going to faatch the cudgelsout of Didi-iii's hands, 
in order to beniaul Yorick to fome purpofc— and 
thst the defpcratc nionofyliable Z — ds was the 
exordium to an oration, which, as they judged' 
from the fample, prefaged but a rough kind of 
handling of him, fo that my uncle Toby's good- 
luture felt a pang for what Yorick was about tcf 
vndergo. But feeing Phutatorius stt^p fhort,. 
without any attempt or defire to go on — a third' 
party began to fuppofc, tlfat it was no more than' 
an involuntary refpiration, cafualty farming it-' 
felf into the (liapc of a twelve-penny oath— with- 
out the fin or fubstance of one- 
Others, and efpecially one or two who fat next' 
himy looked^ upon it, on the contrary, as a real' 
and fubstantial oath- propenfely- formed against 
Torick, to whom he was known to bear no good' 
liking which faid oath as- my father phiJofo- 
phized upc»iit,.a£tua11y lay fretting and fuming 
it that very time in the upper regions of Phuta- 
torius's pUTtenaiice; and fo was naturally, and 
according to the due courfc of things first fqueez- 
ed out by the fudden influx of blood, which was 
driven lato the right ventricle of Phutatorius'fr 
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lieart, hj the Rrokc of farprifc vhicb lb flrange 
a theory of preaching had excited- 
How finely we argue upon midaken fafls 1 . 
There was not a ioul buGed in all thefe vari- 
ous reafonings upon the mo Aofy liable which Phu- 
tatoriusutterrdj^-whodid not take this for grant- 
ed, proceeding upon it as from an azioin, nsaaCr 
Ij, that Phutatorius's mind was intent upon the 
fubjeft of debate which was ariCng between Di- 
diusand Yorickj and indeed as he looked firft 
towards the one, and then towards the other^ 
with the air of a man liilcning to what was go- 
ing forwards, ■ who would not have thought 
the fame ? but the truth w,bs, that Phutatonuft 
knew not one word or one fyllable of wha.t wa» 
palling— but his whole thonghtsand'attention were 
taken up with a tranfa^lion which was going for- 
wards at that Tcry inftaot within the prccinAf 
of his. own galiigaikine> and in K part ofthcUf 
where, of all others, he flood moK inter<fl«d to 
watch accidents : So that, notwithftandinghe look- 
ed with all the attention in the world, and had 
gradually fcrcwcd up every nerve and mufcle in 
his face, to the Utmod pitch the inftrumcnt^ would 
bear, in order, as it was thought, to give a Iharp 
reply to Yoricfc, who fat over againn hiuv— yet 
Ifay,was Yonclt never once in any one doQii- 
cile of Phutatorius's brain — but the true caufe of 
his exclamation lay at leafl a yard below. 

This I will endeavour to eiplatn to y«u witb 
all imaginable decency. 

Yoti niiift be informed then.that Gaflripherea* 
who had taken a turn into ibe kitchen alittlc be- 
fore dinner, to fee how things went on- .ob» 

£ervinga wicker-bafketof fine chcfnut« ftandiog 
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i^Km tUe drefler, had ordered th^t a liundrBil ^r 
iwo of them ipig,htbe ^qafted a^d i^p»c in, at 
&sn.3S (^nnecwas ayer-i-tja^fi^licre; jufofcwg 
his 9TdcrB abptit thsnn, (feat lii^Uf, bu* Ph^wt9- 
lius efpeciatlf, were paiticu)<aly fond of 'cm. 
About <wp minutes before (tu linte t[iqt fliy 

Itncie Toby interrupted Yoriclt's harangije 

OqftlipheTtifi'^ ^hefnotf yrcit brought it — and as 
PhutatoriuB's fondnefs for '£ai, was uppcrrooft 
w) t^ waHo*^ hs?d,,be la^d them dije^'y before 
Phutatoriua, wrapt up hot in a dean d^alk VApr 
kin. 

Now, wheth^ it wag pb^^ficaHy jmpolTibl?,- 
with haif a dosen . hands all thrult into tbe iiap< 
kin at a time — but that foi^e one chefnut, of 
MOTClife and irotunility thaB tJie re [t, mull be 
puC in motion— jit fo ^It: cut htr^Tcr^ri that one 
■v^6 a^uaMy fent rojling Q^^.^he^ table ; and.aa 
yhutatopus ffttjlrfti'ing nnti^r-^-Trit; fflU per- 
pjudicuUrifWo-that pvsiculw ftf enure of Phu- 
^tfiritis's. tii-a^c)ie«, foj whicbi to thefhanje and 
indelicacy of our language be it fpoke, there is 
j(tftc^9#|e vroT4 t^oughcwt ^\ John,(bp> diftJo- 
MFf^^etiil.fuffie? *P fatJ-rrSfi ffa^.^!!?* p^flicuJ^T 
j^pt^iff^, ^rhiilli,' in ail g<^ r^)ci«tje(S, she laws of 
.^(jrapidp ft^iy require, like tljt i^inplc qf 
jani^¥,;(in jKjaee m Jeaftjto be uniierffdJy fti«t 

up- 

'Ihep«g)ct|(,.9f .(hU punftilio in Phutatoiius 
4Brbi6h,iby,-tha by*, ftioi*Jd b« a Wsruing to all 
flmrtind) i»ad oBcned 3 dooP to this jwcidcnJ, — 
. ;,-rrrTT-r4cctdenti"l CidI, it, in :■ c<>*pji3nce 
4B;Si'<«il'%d nMe .of fpcjjypg,— but in no op- 
^(ofittwi to.^e apittio^ eithfrof Awit^aarMy- 
:^M)g«ras in this matter 1 1 know they were both 
fii^jjQS'^fi^d uni fuUy pei;fuaded of jt— and areio 
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10 this bour. That there- was liothing of acci^ 
dent in the whole erciK.-;— But* thaltbcchefmit^ 
taking that paKiciriar coarfe^: «nd in a riwrtincT,. 
of its own accord-— and then- falling wifhaH 
its heat direftly into that one particular, place, 
and nootheiv— was a real' judgment upon I^u- 
tatorilis, for that filthy arid obfcene trestifc de 
Concubinis reiinendis, which PhiitatoridS had 
publiflied about twenty years ago — and was that 
identical week going to give the world a fecond. 
e.ditionof: ' / / - . -. 

It is not my bufincfs to dip my pen in this, 
controvcrfy— much undodbtedly may be wrote- 
OB bethfides of the queftion-^aH that-eoncerns. 
me,as anhiftorian, is to reprcfent the matterof 
■fail, and rendei' it credible to the re^tder, thirt 
the hiaiua irt ^PhuIatoritis'S breeches wai ftfli- 
■ciently<wide to receive tKcchefnut j— and tfiSt 
thechefmit; fomehow or other, did fsH perpen- 
dicularly ahd pi[Hng hot into it] without Phuta- 
torios's pcreciTing it, o» any oneelfeat that 
time. 

The genial vartnth which tKe-diefnut- ite- 
parted, wasnotwiidcteftaWe for the; firft" twfenty 
'or fwe and .^wieftty- tccdnd3,-^ani ■ dW ■ hi> more 
^than gently foltcit PbutMotfusM aitdntiori'tewardS 

the paFt^ l-^i^ But the- heat gradually incrcaC- 

ing, and in a few feconds more, getting beyond 
the point of "all fbber picafurei and then advan- 
cing with all fpeod''i«toiht regtoWs ,of 'pflin>-J- 
thc foul of Phutatorius, te^cUier 'With''alth1s 
jdcas, hiS' thouglrts, hifi ittantidnf hir-inragina- 
-riony judgmsnt,", refolllflon, deliberalioftr ^ratto- 
■cinatioBy ntiomery, failjcy, with ten Mttalicnfe 
of aniffial fuirits, aH tumukuoufly crowded 
down, through di^ient defies and 'circuits^ tb 
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Ae place in danger, leaving all his upper re- 
gions, as you ma ^ im^g^ine, ag empty as my 
{nirfc. 

With the beft intelligence, which all thefe met- 
fengers could bring him ba«k, Phutatorius was 
not able to dire into the fecret of what was go^ 
ing forwards below, nor could he make any kind 
of conjeflure, what the devil was the- matter 
with it:. However, as he knew not what the 
true caufe might tarn out, he deemed it moil 
prudent, in the fituation he was in at prefent, to 
bear it, ,if poffible, like a-ftoick; which, with 
the help of fome wry faces and compurfions of 
the mouih, he had certainly accomplilhed, had 

his imagination continued neuter But the 

faUicB of the imagination are ungovernable in 

things of this kind* A thought inllantly 

darted into his mind, that tho' the anguilh had - 
the fenfation of glowing heat ' 'ic might, not- 
vithllanding thatf he a bite as well as ahum;, 
and if fo, that poffibly- a newt, or an afker, or 
fome fudi'deteltible reptile,, had crept up, and 
was fattening his teeth- — ■ — the horrid idea of 
which, with a frefti glow of pain ariling that in- 
ftantfromthe cliefnut,feized Pbutatorius with a 
fudden panicle, and in the firft terrifying difor- 
der of the paflioni it threw him, as it has done 
the beft generals upon earth, quite off his 

guard;- the effect of which was this, that 

be leapt incontinently up, uttering, at he rofe, 
that intcrieflion of furprife fo much defcantcd 
upon, with the apofiopellick break after !r» 

marked thusi Z ^ — ds!— which, though 

not ftridlly canonical, was lUll as little as any 

man <x>}M have faid upon the occalion ■ 

and which,, by the bye, whether canonical, or ■- 



94 Tki I-IFE.'as& opinions m 

not, Phutalorius eould no more help . than he 
couldihccaufe of it. 

I'^ough this has taken up feme time In th« 
narrative, it took up lilttc more time in the trans- 
a£lion» than iuit to allow time for Fh'-itqtoriu*^ 
to draw forth the chflfnut, and throw it dow» 

with violence upon the fioor aod for Yo- 

lick to rife from hi& cbatr, and piek the cIiefbuF 
up. 

It it curious to obTerve the triumph of O'tght 
incidents over tlic mind t — —. — What iacrcdi- 
bic weight they ha:ve in forming and governing 
Dui opinions, Doth of men and things,— —that 
trifles light m air, fhall waft a belief into (he 
foul, and plant itifo itamovc»hly within ib ■■■■ 
that Euclid's demo sllrat ions, could the^ be 
brought to batter U in Uxach, fliculd not ^ havp 
power to overthrow it. 

Torick, I faid, picked up ^e chefnut which 
Phntatorius's wrath had flung down — the a3io» 
was triSii^— I am ^fliamed to account for it->r- 
he did it, for no reafon* but that he thought the 
chefnut not a jot wor^ for the Bdventurc— and 
that he held a good chefnut woith itooping for. 
—'Bat thia iaeidcnt, triSing as it waa, wrougbc 
Jiffeientty in Fhutator'tus'shead: He cenCdeied 
this a£i pf Yotiek's, in getting off his riiair, and 
picking up the chefnut, as a pluin acknowle^dg' 
mWt iu him, that the chefnut was stiginally hisj, 
— :andincouffe,that it muft hare been ithe owner 
«f the chefnut, and no one eIfr,!who csnld bave 
.played Wni '^«ch a prank with «, What gr»tly 
confirmed him in this opinion, was this, tfa^ 
the table being paralklogrammical and very »ai^ 
.Pew, it afforded a fair oppprtunity for Yoriok, 
yrUo fat diicfllf o^'cr-agaioft Fhutatoruit, cf Bx^ 
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fonf (te chefnut in — i a«d coiifequcfitty t]ja( 

ic did it. The. l<f»k of foiaethiflg owre than 
fufpicton, which FimtatorJua (aft full ijp^Q Yvt 
tick as thefe thou^tts aro^e, too evideatly fp^Jce 
bis opinion-— -And as Phutatorius was naturally 
fuppoTed to know more of the matter than auj 
perfon befidts, his opinion ai once ^came the 
general oncir— »nd for a rw&ai very differffit 
from ajjy vhich have been yet giyen ir-r— r-iwa. 
little time it w^put out of ail maano' ol dtC- 
pute. 

Wh^n greater unexpeAed events fall out up- 
on tlie Qage of this fiiblunary world— the tnind' 
of man, which J£ ui tnquifitive kind of a fiib^ 
fisnce, naturally takes a fl^t behind the fcenes, 
to fee what is the caufe ai^d &rft fpriag of tbeai 
" — I— —The fearch was not long in this »»»- 
ftatice. 

It waa well kaomi that YoTick had nevex a- 
good opinion of the treatifc which Fhutaitariat 
faad wioi£ de Couci^inis rctineodia, as a thing 
which he feared had done hurG in the world'-! — r 
ssd ;'Lwas ea61y fouad out, ' that HKtc was a 
Wjftical weaniog in Yorick's prsmk-n- - ■■ ■■ itnd: 
^3t hie chuclung the tihtbmt hct. tntci Phutator 
lias's •*• — *■"*, was afatcaftical fiiog at hit 
bodtr-r— '■ — h-the.doftcincs of which, they faidj 
had inflamed ma^y an hooeft maa.in the fame 
placo^ .;..,. 

This conceit awakcn'd Somnolentiu&t^— made 
AgatsAcs fnrilc .! ■■ i ai»d ifyoaOan^ceooliedlrhe 
precifc lookandair.ofa man's face intent in find* 
ing out a riddicn- il threw Gaftiphcues's into rfiat 
form — and in (hort was thought by many to be a 
ma{ler>ilroke of arch wit. 

This, as the reader has feen, from one end to 
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the othsr, ym as groundkfs ;i5 the dreahis of ' 
phtlofophy : Yorick, no doaht, at Shakefpeare 
fiiid of hU aBcefter ■ ■ " wasa man of jcft." ' 
but it was terapcr'd with fomething which with-^ 
held him from that, and many other ungracious . 
M-anks, of which h« u undefeiredly bore the 
Uame }— but it was his misfortuiic all his life long 
to bear- the imputahon of faying and doing x 
thoufand things, of whi(:h(Hnlef$ my eftcem.hlinds. 
me) his nature was incapafalc,— ~A11 I blame him . 
for .1 or rather, all I blame and alternately like 
him for, was that Angularity of his tempefi which 
would never fu&r him to nkc pains tofet a ftory 
ri^twith the world, however in his power. In, 
every ill ufageof that fort, he a£ted prccifcly as . 
in the affair of hisleaR horfc ; ■ he could hiva 
explained it to his honour^ but his fpirit - was a-> 
bovc it } and befides, he ever looked upon the in- 
ventor, the propagator and believer of an illiberal : 
report alike fo injurious to him,:— ^e could not 
ftoop to tell his ftory to them,— and fo trufted to . 
tmwandtruth'to doit for him.. . 

This heroick call produced him inconveniences 
in many-fefpe^s— in .the prefent it was follow- 
ed by the fixed refendnent of. PhutatorniG, who, 
as YoncklBidjufl;madcanendofhivchefnut,rofc 
up from his chaip a fecond time, to let him know 
it— which indeed.he did with a fmile \ faying OD^ 

ly that he would eqdeaTOur not to forget the ■ 

cJ>ligation.' 

But yon malbmark aodearefuUy feparatC' voA 
difUnguiih thelJe. two things in your mind. . 

— f he fmile was for the company. 
. —The threat. wa&for.YDrick. 
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' — ^/^ AN you tell me, quoth Pfiutatorius, 

■^__i fpeakmg trt Gaftripheres who {atneit 

to him — for one wooid not apply to a furgeon in 

fo foolifh an aSait, — ■ r— can you tell' me, 

Gartriphcre's, ■what- is. bell to tatcDut the 

fire ?— -^Adc Eogennis, faidGaftripheres ^ 

That .greatly depends, feid Eugenius, pretending 
ignorance of t5ie adventure', upon the nature ta 

the part^— IfitiEra tender part, and-apart 

which can be conveniently wrapt up. It is both 
the one andthe other, replied Phutatoriua, laying 
His hand as he fpokc, Svith an emphatical nod rf 
Ka bead* upon -the- part in qiieftion, and lifting 
up his right I6g at-thc faine time to eafc andvenijw 
ISttft — If that is tWccafc,faid Eugenius, I would 
advifcyeu, Phiitatorius, not- to tanker with it by 
any means ; but if you will fend to the nett 
printerj^and trust your cure to fnch a fimple thing 
'as a foft Oieet of paper just come ofF the prefs-r- — 
you need do- nothing mcrte than'twist it round 
—The damp paper, quoth Yorick (who> iat 
-ntxt tahis'ffiend£iigcmos)^thDugh I know it-has 
a rcfrefhing coolnefs in it- — yet I prcfume is no 

more than the vehicle. and that the .oil and 

lampblack with which the paper is fo strongly im^ 
pregnatcd, docs the bufinefs; — R'ght, faid.Euge- 
niu8, and is, of-an^ outwa«l application I would 
venture to recomoicnd, the most anodyne and 

■ftfc.T-- '■-■ , ■■'^'■-' ■■■ '•:•'■ ■ ■•— 

' Wdj'itihycare, fald Castiipheres, asLthe main ' 
-thing h the^'oitand lan^lack, I Oiould Iprcad 
-^em thicfc uponf-a'-iagi ^ndclap it^idire^ly. 
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That would make a very dcvU of it, replied T(^ 

rick And bdide?,, ?dded Eagentus, it would 

not iinfwcr the intention, which is the extKme- 
scatneb and Gtegai)ce,of the picfc^tptipar whjfh 

the faculty hold to be b^fia haU fpr confider 

if the type is a very fiqall one, (which it Ihould 
be) th^ f^native paiticles, which come into con- 
u£t in this foiBi, have the advamagp of being 
^re^d (b injinitply thin, and with fuch a maihe- 
n);iucal quality (fielh paragra-phs and large ctt- 
pitals .excepted), as no ait a^ man^gCioeHt of the 
fpatuU can come up to. It falls out very lucluly, 
replied Phutatorius, that the fecond edition ofmyi 
trearifc dc Concubiiiis retlnendis, is, at this in- 

itant in the prcfji ^You niaj take any leaf of it* 

did Ewg?"iu8-T— no matter which— — ptsvidcct, 
ijuoth YoTJck, there is nobaudiy in.it..— . 

They ire juH now, replied f*bptato riiu^priat- 
iog off the liiiilh .chapter — r^which is the la^ 
chapter hi*t one in the book— —Pray what is 
the title to that chapter i faid Yorick, niakipg a 
rcfpe^ful bow to Phutatoriusas he fpoit e i ■ . .. 
I thitik, anf<?cre<l ^'hut^toriuB, 'tis tiralj. dp .ce 
«*nc.iibiV3r>a' ' F .'. 

. For hajvfo'6 ftifcc igxf -ovt o£ that s^ajitoiv 
qiioih Yorick, 

— By 911 mefins^-added Eugenius.. 



r OW, quoth Didius, riling up,, ^od 
J layiOft ^*' rigljt-ihap^ Wkh his 
iingera spread upon his btealt—r-^— — — 1 — ^had- 
fuch a bluodpr ^i).t - » cbriftian-nainfF h^pp^jifyl 
before the reformation . . n (it happened the 
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(laybefoie yefterdayi quoch my uacIieTcrliy to 
\ himfelf) — and when bapt'ifm wae adminiftcrcd in 

Loitm ('Twae all ip Englifh; faid my uncle) 

— — many things might have coincided with 
it, and, upon the authority of Ctindry deciced 
cafes, to have pronounced the baptifm nulj, 
with the power of giving the child a new name, 
• ■ ' ■ ■ Had a pTieft, for inftance, wKiqh was no 
uncommon thing, through ignorance of the La- 
tin tongue, baptized a child of Tom o'Stiles, in 

nomine patrim & filia & fpiritumfanftos the 

baptifm was held null — I beg y^ur pardon, re- 
phed Kyfart^vs ;—— in that cafe, as the miilake 
vas oniy ia the tcrqiinations, the baptifm was 
valid — and, to have rendered it null, the blunder 
of the pricft Ihould have fallen upon the firft fyl- 
lable of each noun — and not^aa in yoiir«af«, up- 
oja the laft. 

My father delighKd in' fubtleties of tlu« laait 
and likened with infinite attCDtton. 

. Gaftripheres, for example, ccmtinusd Eyfarei- 
us, baptizes a child of John Stiadling's in go* 
mine gatriij &c. &c inftead of in nomine pa- 
(lii, &c^— Is this a baptifm ? No — (aj the ableft . 
eanonills ; inafmuch as the radix of eadi word is 
hereby torn up, and the fenfc and nwaniog of 
(hem removed and changed quite to another ob* 
je£i : for gemine does not fignify z hasK, nor 

gxtris a father Whatdo they Genify ? faid my 

uncle Toby— Nothing at all, quoUi Yorick — E^ 
go, fach a baptifm is null, faid Kyfarcius — Ip 
courfe,— anfwered Yoridi, in a tone two partd jeft: 
anil one part earnctl-~ 

But in the citfe ciced, continued Kyfarcius, 

wherc.patrim is put for patrti, fitia for filu, and 

fo on—as it is a fault only in the declenfipn, and 

the roots of the vords continue untouch'd> the 
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infleAions of their branches, either this way or 
that, docs not in any fort hintlcr the baptifm, 
inafmuch as the fame fenfe continues in the 

words as before But then, faid Didius, the 

intention of the pricft's pronouscing them grain<- 
matically, muft have been proved to have gone 

along with it. Right, anfwered Kyfarcius; 

and of tbifl, brother Didius, we have an inflance 
in a decree of the decretals of Pope Lee the Hid. 
—But my brother's child, cried my uncle Toby, 
has nothing to do with the Pope— ^'tia the plain 
child of a protellant gentleman, chriftened Trif- 
tram agaihft the wills and wHhes of both its fa- 
ther and mother^ and all who are a-kin to it.—-— 
If the wills and wifhes, faid Kyfarcius, inter- 
rupting my uncle Toby, of thofe only who Itand 
Tchted to Mr. Shandy's child, were tohavc weight 
in this matter, Mrs. Shandy, of all people, has. 
the Icaft to do in it. My uncle Toby laid down 
his pipe, and-my i^thcr drew his chair IHU clofer 
-to the table to bear UKConclufioaoffo fttangc uA-. 
-introduction. 
.- It hw not- only teen's- queRion, Captain 8haii- 
'dy, amot)gU the * beft lawy&rs and civiliahs ift 
this hnd, continued Kyfarcius, " Whether the 
I* ■ mother be of kinto her child;" — but, after 
-much difpaffirmate inquiry and jaflitation of the 
argument on > alt fides— it has been adjudged for 
the nega^ve^-oamely, " That the mother is not 
-*• of lun to her cluld t" My father inftantly 
chipp'd his lend upon my uncle Tc^y's mouth; 
under colour of whifpering in tus ear ;— the truth 
was, he was alarmed for LiUabullero~'and having^ 

* Fide Svnnturn on Testametitf,Part']. $ 8.. 
%Vid*BnekMridg.7itMmimttr. H.Al'- 
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■a ^cat ■ defire to hear tnore of To cui^ous an argu- 
■irietit — hc' bcgg'd my uncle Toby, for heaven's 
fake, not to difappoint him in it — My uncle Toby 
gave a nod — rerumed his pipe, and, contenting' 
himfelf with whiftling Lillabulleto inwardly — 
Kyfarcius, .Didiiis, and TtiptoWtnus went on with 
the (tifcioart'eas fdllows : 

■ This detei-inination, continued Kyfarcius, ho* 
contraty foever it may fecm to rtin to the ftream 
of vulgar ideas, yet had reafon ftronglv on its 
fide ; and has been put out of all manner of dif- 
pute, from the famods cafe, known commoiiiy by 
■themme of the Dukeof Suffolk's cafe. It is 
cited ifi Brook, faid Triptolemus — And taken 
notice of by Lord Coke, added Didius — And yon 
may findttin Swir^orb on Te ft anient Sj flid Ky 
farcins. 

The cafe Mr. Shandy, was this. 

In the reign of Edward the Sixth, Charles 
Duke of SuffblK having ifluc a fon by one ven- 
tVT, aAd-a (laughter by soother venter, made his 
laft will, wherein he devifed goods to his fon, 
and died ; aft^'wfaofe dealh the fondied al&i — 
but without will, wiihont wife, and without 
child'—hiB mother and' his' lifter by the father's 
(ide (for Oie was bom of the former venter) then 
living. .The mother took the aidminidration of 
her fon's goods, according to die (latute:Of the 
aiil^of Harrythe Eighti whereby it is enafled, 
That in cafe any perftn ditr ititeftate, the admini' 
ftration of his goods fhali be committedto the next, 
ofkin. 

The adminiftration being thus.(fuTTeptitimifly) 
grantcd'te .(be mother, thefilter.by the father'ji 
iide commenced a fuit before the Eccieiiallical 
Judge, alledging, ift, That Ihe herfelf was nest 
ofkiDi and, 2dly, That the lOOthcT «as oot cf 
.........Guogk 
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Icin at alt Co tlte party, d^Qe^ftd ■ -tn4' tfiiore&re 
pray'd the court, tttat the adeniniAration gri^nted 
to themother migttt be revoJud, and Ve (oinmit.tcd 
unto ber, as next of kin to the dcc«ifedi bj iostt 
of the (*i4. (latuM. 

Hcfcupoa, as it was a fpreat caufc, aMmuch 
depending upon its ilTu^-^atid many caofes of 
great property JiUry (o bp decided in times to 
come, by the picE^dfnt to be then made — the 
mo(l learned, at well in the laws of this realm, 
as in the civil hw] veve eonfulted together, whe- 
ther the mother was of kio to her fon vr oo. 

-^WheKunto, Dot eoily the tettperal law^rffrs 
— biit tfae cbtv^ lawyQrst— the, liUH-confuItin-r 
the juriif^prudentea — the civiliaa»-,thcadvocucp 
•n-jhc commililKies'— the judges of Uie conGftozy 
and prerogative courts of Canterbury and Yoriii 
with the tnaftcr of the faooUie*. wc<o »H imani- 
mfi^ftf qf opitiipni that the iBPthfr wM*o5 ^f • 
JfiBto-bfrcbiW- 

Mi wbntfaid the I)iichc& of SuSblk 49 tt-f 
&id my wacle Toby. 

The -unexfcflednefs of ny unek Toby's nwti- 
tktn, cenfounded Kyfurcius more fAivn the abkft 
advocate— He fbopp'd a fuU rainnK, looking in 
lay .uncle Toby's face without isplyuig-rand in 
Ihat fingle nixtme Triptokouis put byhimiind 
iobk:tl» lead a* follows 'I. 

Tia a ground -and piinciple :>b the 1«v, faid 
TiiptDlcinii9> that thsigs do not a& end but dc- 
fccnd in it : and I make no doubt 'tis for tlus 
caufc, that however true it is, that the child may 
be of 4bc bloodand feed of ita parcnts-r-that . the 
parents, newer^ieldra, are not of thc^Uood.andr 

* Mater um Bumtratur. ■am» ccafangiBattt- 
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feed of it i inafmucli . as the parents arc not be- 
got br the child, bat the child by the parents 

^For fo they write, Liberi funt de fanguine 

pattis & m^tris, ltd piter «t mater non funt dc 
ianpiine llberonira. 

— Bftt thisi iMptdleniBS, cried DkKus, provea 
too mirch^for, frotn this authority cited, it would 
follow, not only what Indeed is granted on all 
fides, that the mother ia not of Idn to her child 
— but the father likewife — It is held, faid Trip- 
telcmus, the better opinion; becaufe the father, 
the mother, and the tJiild, though they be thrte 
peifons, yet they are but (una caro*) oneflelh; 
and confequently no degree of kindred — or any 
method of a;cqutiing one in nature-^There you 
pulhthe argunrent again too far, cried DidiUs — 
fortherc is no prohibition in nature, though Acre 
is in the Levitical. law — bat that a man may be- 
get a child upon his grandmother-^— i A which' 
cafe, fuppofing the iflue a daughter, fhe Would 

ftand in relation both of — ■ But who ever 

Aought Wied Kyfattiusi of lying with his grand- 
mother ? — The ycmng gentleman, replied Yorick, 
wTiQln SeMen ipeaks of — : — who not only thought 
of it, but juftitaed his intention to his father by 
the argument dra.wn &om the law of retalra- 

tion " Tou lift Sit, "With my mother, faid 

" the lad — why may not I ly with yours }"—~ 
Tis the argnmcntom commune, added Yoiick. 
*Tis as good, replied £ugenius> taking dowa his 
hat, as they defcrve. 

TIk company broke up. 

* yide Brook Ahridg. lit. Hdmnijtr. N. 47. 
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CHAP. XXX. . 

. ■..- A ND pray, fatd my uncle Toby, Ican< 
_^f\^ing upon Yorick, as he and my father 
wcie helping him leifur^ly down the ft aits ■■ 
Don't be terrified. Madam, this ftair-cafe con- 
Tcrfation is not fo long as the laft — And pray, 
Yorick, faid my uncle Toby, which way is this 
faid affair of Tridraif at length iettled by thefe 
learned men ? Very fat^sfaflor^ly, replied Yorick ; , 
no mortal, Sir, has any concern "with it-^for' 
Mrs. Shandy, the mother, is nothing at all a-kin. 
to him— and as the mother is the furcft fide- 
Mr. Shandy, in courfe, is ftill lefs than nothing 

In Ihortj he is not as much a-kin to bim. Sir, 

as I am— ■ 

—That may well be, faid my fattier, Ihaking 
his head. ■ . 

—■Lei the learned . fay what they will, there 
muft certainly, qnoth my uncle Toby, have been 
fomefort of confanguiaity betwixt die duchefs of 
Suffolk arid her fon.— 

The vulgar are of the fame opinioin, ^uoth Yo- 
rick, to this hoiy- 

CHAP.XXXl" ,;__ 

THOUGH my father was bugcly tiellef' 
with the fubtieties' of thefe learned dif- 
courfes — 'twas (till but like the anointing of a 
broken bone.— The monfcnt he got home^the 
weight of his afHi£lions returned -upon himbut 
fo much the heavier, a^ is ever the cafe when 
thcftaff we lean on flips' nam under us— He 
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tccime penfiTC walked frequently forth to 

the fifh-piond let down one loop of his hat 

figh'd often— —forbore to fnap^: -and 

as the hasty fparks ofte[npcr,which occafion fnap- 
plng, fomuchaflistpeifpiration and digestion, as 
Hippocrates tells us — he had ccRainly fallen ill 
Tiththc cxtiu£tion of them, had not bis thoughts 
been critically drawn off, and his health refcued 
hf a frefh train of difquietudes left him, with » 
tt^acy of a thoufand pounds by my aunt Dinah. — 

My father had fcaicc read the letter, when^ 
taking the thing by the right .end, he instantly 
begun to plague and puzzle hii head how to lay 
itout mostly to the honour of his family 
A hundred and fifty odd proje^* toc4 poflelTioa 
of his brains fay turns— —He would do this, and 

that, and t'other He would go to R<Hnei 

—he would go to law — he would buy stock— he 
would buy John Uobfon's farm— he would new 
fore-front lushou^,andadd anew wing to make 
keven—— There was a fine water-milton this 
£de, and he would build a wind-mill on the other 
fidcof the riTcr, in full view, to anrwcr it — But 
above all things in the world^ he would indofe the 
great Ox-moor, and feud out my brother Bobby 
immediately upon his travels. 

But, as the fum was £nite, and confequently , 
could not du ercry thing — and in truth very few 

of thefe to any purpofc, of all the projcfts 

which offered themfelves upon'this occafiou, the 
two last fccmed tomakethe deepest imprc^on ; 
and he would infallibly have determined upon 
both at once, but for the fmall inconvenience 
hinte^ ^ above, which abfolutely put him under ^ 
a neceflitv of deciding in favour either of the one ; 
or the otner. 

D.5™t.b,Google 



io6 The 1.1TE Aho OPINIONS or 

This waa not altogether fo cafy to be done ; for 
though 'tis certain my father haid long before fet 
his mart upon this neceffery pan of my brotl\,ei's 
education, and, like a prudent man, had a^ually 
itetetfflined to cany it into eiccution, with' the 
firft money that returned from the fecond creati- 
on of aAicHis in the Miffifippi fchcme, in Tvhich 
he was *n adTenturer— — yet the Ox-moor, which 
was 3 fine, large, whinny, undraincd, unimpro- 
ved common, belonging to the Shandy eftate> had 
almoft as old a claim upon him : He had long and 
afifcflionatrfy fct his heart upon turning it lifcc- 
wife to fome account. 

But having newr hitherto bcenprefled with' 
fach a conjunf\ure of things, as made it neccfTa- 
ry to fettle either the priority or juftice of their 
claims'— 4ike a vrife man he had refrained enter- 
iftg into any nice or critical examination about 
them ; fo that upon the difmiflionof every other 
pfojcClat thiscrifii— — — thetwo trfd projefts, 
the Ox-MooK and ray brother, divided hifn 
a^in ; and fo equal a match were they for each 
other, as to. become the occasion of no fmall con- 

teft in the old gentleman's mirrd, which of 

the two fiiouMbe fet a-going firft. 

■ People may laugh as 'diey will,— but the 

cafe was this. 

It had ever hteti the cuftom of the family, and 
by length of time was ahnoft become a matter of 
common right, that the cldcft fon of rt fhoidd 
have free ingrcfs, egrefe, and regrefs into foreign" 

parts before marriage;— not only for the fake 

of bettering tiieir own private parts, by the be- 
nfefit of cxctcife and change of fo much air-^hut 
- fimply for the mere delegation of his fancy, by 
the feather put into his cap, of havhigbeen a- 
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broad — tantum ralct, mj father would {aj, 
quantum fonat. 

Now as this was a reafonable, and, In courfe, 
aoioit Chrittian indulgence— ^to deprive him 
of it, without why or wherefore,^— -and thereby 
make an example of him, as the (irft Shandy iui« 
whiri'd about Europe in a pofl-chaife» and only 
becaufe he was a heavy lad— would be uGng him 
ten times worfe than a Turk,— 

On the other hand, the cafe of the Ox-moor, 
was full as hard. 

£zcluliveoftheoriginalpurchafe-money>which 
was eight hundred pounds— it had cod the family 
eight hundred pounds more in a law-fuit about 

fifteen years before belides> the Lard knows 

what trouble and vexation. — 

Ithad been, moreover, in pofTeilion of the Shan- 
dy family ever ftnce the middle of the laft centu- 
ry ; and, though it lay full in view before the. 
houCe, bounded on one extremity by the water- 
mill, and on the other by the proje£led wind-mill 

Ipoken of above, and, for aH thcfe icafons, 

feemed to have the fairelt title of any part of the 
ejlate, to the care and proteiflion of the family- 

yet, by an unaccountable fatality, common. 

to men, as well as the ground they tread on— — 
it had all along mo!t ihamefully been overlook'^ ; 
and, to fpeak the truth of it, had fnffered fo- 
much by it, that it would have made any man's 
heart have bled (Ob^diah faid) who underftood 
the value of land, to have rode over it, and on^. 
feenthc condition it was in. 
However, as neither the purchafipg of this tradb' 
of ground — nor, indeed, the placiufr of it where it 
lay, were either of them, properly f peaking, of 
my father's doing — he had never thought himfelf 
any way concerned in the affair — till the iifteeu 
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years before, when the breaking out of tlie curfed 
kw-fuit mentioned above (and which had arofe 
about its boundaries) — which had been altogether 
my fathei's own aft and deed, it naturally awa- 
kened every' other argument in its favour ; ami, 
upon fummingthem all up together, he faw, not 
merely in intereft, but iu honour, he was hound 
to do fomcthing for it and that now or never 
wasthe time, 

I think there miift certainly have been a mix- 
ture of ill luck in it, that, the rcafons on both 
fides ftiould happen to be fo equally balanced by 
each other ; for, though my father wcigh'd iheni 
- in all humours and condition — fpent many an 
anxious hour in the mod' profound and abftraiDcd 
meditation upon what was bcft to be done — read- 
ing boolr? of farming" one day — books of travels 
aiiother — laying afide all paflion whatever — view- 
ingthe arguments on both fides in all their lights 
arid circumftances — communing every day with 
my uncle Toby' — arguing with Yoiick, and talk- 
ing over 'tlie whole affair of the Ox-moor with O- 
badiah-^yet nothing in all that time appeared fo 
flrongly in' behalf of the one, which was not ei' 
thcr ftriQly applicable to the other, or at leaft fo 
far counterbalanced by fome contideration of e- 
quaV weight, as to keep tbe'fcaJcs ever, 

For, to befure, with proper helps, and in the 
hands of fome people, though the Ox-moor would 
undoubtedly have made a different appearance in' 
the world from what it did, or ever could do in 
the condition it lay — yet esery tittle of this was 

true, with regard to my brother Bobby let 

Obadiah fay what he would. — 
■ Iri point of intereft — the coiiteft, I owrjatfirft 
fight, did not appear fo undecifivc betwixt them j 
for, whenever my father took pen and ink in 
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liand, and fct about calculating tlie'fiinple cxpcnce 
of paring and burning, and fencing in tbe Ox- 
moorj &c. Sec— with the certain profiril would 
bring him in return — the latter turned out fo pro- 
digiouflj' in his w -ay of working the account, <hat 
you would have fwom the Ox-moor would have 
carried alt before it — For it was plain lie fliould 
reap an hundred lafls of rape, at nventy pounds a 
laftj the very full year — befiues an ejicclient crop 
of wheat the year foib'wing — and the yba'r aficf 

that, to fpeak %vilhin bounds, an hundred-- 

but in all likelihood, an hunHrcd and fifty— if not 
two hundred quarters of peafe and beans— be- 

fides potatoes without end But iheni 10 think 

he was all this while breeding up my brother like- 
a hog to eat them — knocked all on the head a- 
gain, and generally left the old gentleman in fuch' 
aftateof fufpenfe- that, as he often declared to 
my uncle Toby — he knew no more tlian his heels 
.what to do. . 

Nobody, but Ite whohas felt it, can conceive' 
what a plaguing thing it is to have a man's mind 
torn afunder by two proje£ls of cqual-ftrcngth,' 
both obftinately pulling in a contrary dircftion at 
the fanae time ; For, to fay nothing of the havock, 
which, by a certain cotifequencc, is unavoidably 
made by it all over the iintr fyfler.i of tiie; nerwef,- 
which, you tnow, convey the animal fpirits and. 
more fuhtk juices, ficni the hcr.rt to the head, 

and fo.oji it is not to ,be, told in what a degree 

fuch a wayward kind of 6t6lion work^ upon. the 
more grofs and foHd parts, waltinij the iat, and 
iriiparing the itrfehgth ofa man, e\ery time as it 
goes back,«'ards a;id forwards, 

,My farJitrjheii-fCertainly, funk 'undcrtldsevii, 
as certainiy;;pa'Kehrtd>(igj]«i:Bn(ler ihat'of, my: 
Christian saaiE Iiad he not been rcfcifed 
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oDt of it, as he was out of that, br a frc(h evil 
—the misfoniinc of my brother Bobby's death. 

What is the life of man ! Is it not to (hift from 
fide to fide ?—— from foirow to forrow ?-— -to 
button up one caufe of vexation ?— aod unbuttoa 
anodicr ? 

CHAP. XXXU. 

FROM this moment, I am to be confidercd as 
heir apparent to the Shandy family and 

It IS from this point properly, that the ftory of 
aiy Life and my Opinions fets out ; with all my 
hurry and precipitation I have been but clear- 
ing the ground to raife the building-^ — and fuch 
a building dol forefee it will turn. out, as never 
was planned, and as never was executed fince A- 
dam. In Icfs than five minutes, I fhall have 
thrown my pen into the fire, and the little drop 
of thick ink which is left remaining at the bot- 
tom of my ink-horn, after it, 1 have but half 

s fcore things- to do in the time— I have a thing 

*o nnmc a thing. to lament — a thing tohope 

—a thing to promifc, and a thing (o threaten 
—I have a thing to fuppofe — a thing to de- 
clare — a thing to conceal— a thing to choofe, and 
a thing to pray for This chapter, there- 
fore, I name the chapter of things — and my 
next chapter to it, that is, the firft chapter of my 
next volume, if I live, fhall be my chapter upon 
"WHisKiiBS, in iwder to keep up feme fort of con-, 
ncflion in my works. . 

The thing I lament is, that things have crowd- 
ed in fo thick upon me, that I have not been able 
to get into that part of my Work, towards 
ivbich, I have, all the way looked forward with 
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with fo much carneft defire ; and that is the 
<:ampaipi8, but e^eciallr the amours of my 
"uncle Tohy, the events of which arcof fo lingu- 
lar a Mature, and fo Cervantic a ca(l| that if I. 
can fo manage it, as to convey but the fame im- 
pr%(G0Hs to every other brain, which the occur- 
retiees themfelvea eicife in my own ■! vriU 

anfwcr for it, the bpok (haH make its way in the 
world, mnch betterthan its mafter has done be- 
foreif — ^Oh Triftram ! Triarsm! can this but 
be once brotrght about— —the credit, which will 
attend thee as an author, flial! counterbalance 
the many evils which have befallen thee as 3t 

man^— thou wilt fcaft upon the one when 

thdu haft loft all fen fe and remembrance of the 
the other ]~ — ^ 

Nowonder 1 itch fo much as I do, to get at • 

thefc amours They arc the choiceft morfcl of 

mywhole ftory! and when I do get at 'eni — — 
a-fTure yotitfclvcs, goodfolks— (tlor do I value 
whofi; fqueamifh ftomach tates offence at it) I 
(hall not be at all nice in the choice of my words ; 

and that's the thing I have to declare-^ '■ 

I shall never get gll through in five iHioutes, that 
I fear-^— ind the thing I hope is, that your wor- 

fhips and ReveTeneCs are not offended -if you 

are, depend upoii't I'll give you fomething, iiiy 
good gentry, next year, to be offended at —that's 
mydear Jenny's way ■ — '-- b ut who. mjr Jenny 
is — and which is the right and whi^h the wrong 
end of a woman, is the thing to be concealed — it 
(hall be told you the next chapter but one to my 

chapter of button-holes -and not one chapter 

before. 

And now that you have juft got to the end of 

thefc four volumes the thing I have to aft, 

is, how you feel your heads ? my own aches dif- 



II J Thi life ask opinions ot 

tmtlj]- as For joai healdis, I know, they 

arc much better ; — Tiije Shandeifin, think 

vhai rou wiil a;:am(l' i(, opcfis tlie , hirsTC ^.nd 
lungs, an[l,ir;e sll thofe ^cclions which pajtake 
of iti iiiture, it forces the blood, and other vital 
fluida of the body to run freely through their 
chann«i;>, and makes the vbhct:! of life lua long 
and checrfuUf round. 

. AVas.Ihft, )il^= Sancha Panca, to clioofe my 
kingdom, it (hould not be maritime — or. a king- 
dom of blacks to make a penny of nOi it 

flicyld be a kingdom of hearty laughing fub- 
jefts :and, as the bilious and more faturnine paf- 
£ons, by creating difcrders in the blood and hu- 
ruonrs, have as bad an inflaence, I fee, upon 
the body politick as body natural-^-andas no- 
thing but ahabif of virtue Cjin folly govern thofc 
pafHons, and fubjecl them .to reafoii — ^ — ~ — ■ — I 

fiiDuld add to my prayer that God would, give 

my fubje£ts grace to be as wise as they were 
MERKx ;, and then fhjDuld I be the happieft mo- 
narch, and they the happieft people under hea- 

And fo, with tiii^ moral for ^he prefent, may it 
pieafe your.Worfhipsan^ your Reverences, I lake 
my leave of you-till this time tweivcmonth, when 
{unlefs this vile cough kills rac in the meantime) 
I'll have another pluck at your beards, a tirt lay 
open a ftory to. the world you little dream of. 



■ End of'tlle Fourth Book. 
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To the RioHT Honourable 

JOHN 

Lord Vifcount SPENCER. 



My Lord,". 

1 Humbly beg leave" to offer you thefc 
two Volumes ; ' they are the beft ray 
talents, with fuch bad health as I have, 
could produce : — had Providence granted 
me a larger ftock. of either, they had been 
a much more proper prefent to your Lord- 
Ibip. 

I BEG your Lordfliip will forgive me, if, 
at the fame time I dedicate this work to 
youj I join Lady Spencer, in the liberty I 

* This work was originally printed in nine Vols. 
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DEDICATION, 

takcof infcribing the ftory of Le Fevre, in 
the fixrh volume, ro her name ; for which 
I have no other motive, which my heart 
has informed me, of, bat that rhe flory is a 
a humane one. 

/ am^ 
My Lord, 

Tour Lofdjhip's 
Moji devoted, 

And mo/i bumblefervantf 

Lauf.. Sterns. 
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CHAP I. 

1F;it had not been for thofe two mettlefome ■ 
tits^andthatmadcapof a poftiKon, who drove 
them from Stilton to Stamford, ihc thought 
Tiad never entered my head. He Hew like 

liahtntng-T— there was not a flopc of three 

mUes and a half- — wc fcarce touched the ground ' 

_J the mptton was moft rapid mcrft impe- 

tu(J^g 'twas communicated to mybrain— — - 

my heart partook of it " Ky the CJreat God 

«i day>" fa'd Ii looking towards the fun, irnd 
lhruftingm.y arm out of the forc-wipdow oftli;- 
chaife, a* 1 madi; my vow, " I will lock up rhy / 
E 5 
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ftudy dcor.the moment I. get_ home, and throw 
the key of it ninety feet belcw the furtace of the 
earth', into the draiv-weTF^t-' the b-iek'of my 
Jioufe." 

The London waggqn <:onfirme(l me in my re- 
fohition : it hung tottering upon the hill, fcarce 
progrefiivc, dragg'd — dr;igg'd up by eight heavy 
beaiU— '"'by;niuii;ftreilgTh! quoth F,; nodding^ 
but your betters draw the fame — way and fome- 

thing of everybody's O rare!" 

Tell me, yejeani'd, ftiatl we forever be adding 
fo much to the bulk — fo'littleto the ftock ? 

Shail we for ever make new books, as apothe- 
taries. niiikcnewniixtures, by pouring only out 
etrf'one^dirl'into a*tother ?■ - '. . • : ' ;■' '' 
Are we for everlo be twilling and untwlfting 

the fame rope ? for ever in the fame track for 

ever at the fame pace ? 

-SliaU.wciiC d,eO:infidjp_thc_dajs of eternity, on 
lioljf i!ays, as well as workTng' days, to ^c 'fliow- 
ing the relicts of learning, as monks do the re- 
licks of their faints — without working one — one 
lingle miracle with tbem ? 

.Wlioffi^e MAN,|with powers which dart him 

frofp (j^rih ,^a heaveii in a rn'oment — that great, 

that moft excellent, and nioil noble creature of 

thc.wea-Id-pfhe.mJrBele of'naturc, as Zdroaflei: in 

his book, T'C *i*^' called him — the Sfiit^iNAU of 

the Divine Prcfcnce, as Chryfoflom — tlje image of 

God, as Mofes — ithe ray of divinity, as Plato — 

the marvel of inarvels, as Ariftotle — 'to go fneak- 

_ i^g oii.^at tills pitiful — pimping — pettifogging 

j.iate -''.■..■- ' •', 

. '. I'fcorn.. to be as abulivc as Horace Uppn the 

occaiioa — liut if there is no catadvefia . in the 



D.5-,z,t.b,Guoylc 



TRISTRAM SHANDYv Gcrt. - i.ij 

wifli,2n.d noCniait, I wjfli from iny fuul, thiiC 
■tvery i&iitalor In Gieat-Britain, f'raiice and Ire- 
land, had tlic farcy for his pains i and tlia^ chcrc 
was a good farcical houfe, large enough to liold 
— t~^J ■"''' fLil^'iniate tlicni, fliag-raj; and bob- 
tail, male and female, all together j^AniJ this 

leads me to the aiFair of Whilkers— ^ TT^ufi by 
what cliaii) of jde^s—I lea^'u as a kgacy, ,iii i^urt- 
niaitt tct I^tudcs aud Tartufs, to. enjoy, and make 



■■ .';. '. 'Ugon^yHIsK£Rs.: 

1 am forry I made it —'twas as iiiconfiJcrate a 
prgniile, as ever entered a man's head. — A chap- 
ter upon Whil^ers ! aUs, the world will not bear 
i\,} , rt',^ji dehcate world^ — -jbut I knew riot of 
what metal it wiis made — — nor-liad 1 ever feen 
the underwritten fragment i .c.iherwife, as furely 
(as nofes ^re n»5fes, and whiikcrs .arewliifkers ftill 
lei the world fgy'what it will to the contrary), . 
fo furely would I have (leered cie.lr of this dan- - 
j;erous (chapter, . , , ' " 



TIte Fragment. 



■■ ' You are half afleep,' my' ^ood lady, 

faidthe old gentleman, taking hold of the old 
lady's hand, and giving it a gerttle fqiitieze, as he 
ptpnouncpd the word Whilkers — fhall we change 
the fuLij-it .' — Jiy no m aiis, replied the old lady 
E 6 - 
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I Kke your account of thofe matters : fo thro*-- 
mg a thin gaaze handkerchief o»erhcr head, and 
leaning it back upon the ch^ir with her face turn- 
ed towards him, and advancing hci t«o feet as 

fte reclined herfelf 1 defire, continued the> 

you Would goon. 

'i^C old gentleman weiiton as follows. 

— — WhiDccrs I cried the queen 6i Navarre, 
dropping her knotting ball, at LaFoffeiifc ottered 

the word Whilkcrs ! Madam, faid La Fof- 

feufe, pinning the bail to the queen's ajyron, and 
.inaking a curtefy as Ihe repeated it. 

La Fofleufe's voice was nattirally foft and low, 
yet 'twas an articulate voice : and every letter of 
the word Whiflcers fell diftinflly upon the queen 

of Navarre's car Whiikers ! cried^the q.uecn, 

laying a greater Itrefs upon the word, and as if 

fhe had ftill dirtrufted her cars Whiikers ! 

replied La Fofleufe, repeating the word a third 
time — ■ — 'Diere is not a cavalier, Madam, of his 
age in Navarre, continued the maid of honour, 

fling the page's inte'reti upon the queen, that 

;fo gallant a pair Of what ? cried Matga- 

Tet, fmiling. Of whiikers, fiid La libffcufc* 
■with infinite modcfty. 

The word "Whiikers ftill flood its ground, and 
continued to be made life of in molt of the befl: 
tompanics throughout the little kingdom of Na- 
varre, n.jtwiihftanding the indifcreet ufe which 
LaFofliufe had made of it: the truth^wasjLa 
■FoUuwfe bad pronour.ced the word, not only bc- 
fc V- '1-; queen, but upon fundry other occafioils 
at ,.' ■;■.<.. itith an accent which always impircd 
f^,. ■.!..)■ g of a niyftery— ; — And as the court of 
I''ariPfliet, as all tKe world knows, was at that- 
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■lime a mixture of gallantry and devolron— — anS 
vhitkcrs being as applicable to the one as the o- 

ther, the tpora natuialiy ftood -its ground it 

gain'd full as much as il: loft i that is, £he clergy 
were for it,— the laity were agairfl itj-'and for the 
women — they -frerc divided. 
- Thfe eitCeHftucy of 'the figarC and mien of the 
■youhe^iCur de Croix, was at that time beginning 
to dra* 'the itttentio'n of the maids of honour fo- 
rwards the terrace before iJie palace gate, where 
^^lfe gHard'was'ihOKnted. The Lady La Bauffiere 
fell deeply, in tevc with hifn— -La Battardle did 
the fame — ^it was th^^^fineft weather for it that 
ever was rdmcmbePed ' in NaTarrc ■■La Gtyol, 
ta Maronnette, L^ Sabatiere, fell jn lovt with 

' the Sicur dc Croilt alfo ta Rebours add La 

Foffeufeinew better -Be Croix had failed in 

an attempt to recommend himfcif to La Re- 
boursj and LaReboufsandLaFoffedlc were in- 
fei^rablc. ■ 

The <^een of Na^atrS was fitfifig witli her la-- 
dies in the painted bow- win do W,"¥a8ing the gate 
of the fecond coutt, as de Oofx p&flcd tlirough 
it. He ishandfome, faid the Lady Baufliete— 

He has a good mien,faidlia Batarelle. 'Heis 

finely (haped, faid La G'aydX ^I never faw an 

oificer 6i the hotfe-guards in my life, faid La 
Maroncttc, with two fueh legs — t>r who ftood fo 

well Opoti them, faid La Sabati'ert But he has 

no whilkers, cried La ^ofleufc ■'Not a pile, faid 

La RebouTs. 

The queen (s'enr dirtStly'to her oratory, mu.- 
fing all the way, as flie walked through the gal- 
lery, upon the fubjeft; lurningit this way 'and 
tbat way in her fancy— Ave Maria x— what 
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uii La.Fuflcufe ms^n^r.faid Hie, kneeling dawn 

.upon the .culhioa. ,.■.-■, .. 

.i.4, iiayol, ^a t^attacolle, I,a Maroncitc, La 
.habaticrCi retired iiiAandy^totheir chaqibers- 

^'iilicrs.!.fi».id ail iour.of them ta ,tliemfetves, as 
ihey bolted tSicir doors on the iuJtde. 

ilic J^dy , Carijavakitt was qsunting her 
.'h-aids with ^otli,hajids, unfufpc£lcd uiiiki^.hcr 
''j.irtirm^al-=-y— frfc;ai St. Antony ,4pwi) to. St. Ut- 
..lula iiichiGvc, iiuC, a faint palled tlirough her fiii- 
,gcrs witlioUt whifters; St> Fraijcts, Jit.. Domi- 
' nifk, iil. ,Bcn9ef,.,St.,B3fi!,^Sl, ,i5ndgft, had all 
'whi^keisi. .. .,-.■■,, :-.-'; 

]. ,TIic lladyliajuflierc Iiad got inW.a wild^rnefs 
ofconfeits,with mc^'itLiziiig _toointrif:atc|y^iip<m 
,La JoJleufe,8 w^tTrTTT-yh? raoiinted. her palfryt 
, Jier pjge followtd herr— the hoft paffed by ^ the 

,^>aciy BjuiTitfe-rode on. 

_j. piie.denicr, cried, the order of mcrcy-^ one 

fingk denier, ih behalf of a thoufaiid patient cap- 
_;iiv^i|Wholj^,^jS*lfiok tp,w^,d^hQavcii ^Klyoufor 
.'their Tcdei^pjjoil- ; '. , ■^- ., ■",'-. 
\\ The Lady Bauflierc vodq^on =, 

Pity the unhappy, laid a devout, . venerable, 
. hoary^headi^tl luan, meekly holding up ^ boxjbe- 
jciitwith ire n, in I\is, witlieijcd hands / ■ i beg 

, tor the u^for.tunate goo«» my I^dy^ 'tis, for 

a prifon— r^-fpr an horpilaf— ^-r'tis for.ijnold'miMi 

: a. poor man und<;)iie by lhipwrcck,by fureiy- 

^ihip, byfire 1 call G.o^ and all Iiis angels 

to witncfs — 'tis to clothe the naked — to feed the 
huncry — 'tis lo comfort the iick and the bro- 
ke n4ieart;d. 

ihu Lady Bjufiiere rode 0H» . 
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,.A ■ dco^ycil' W^^&i^Ut bq^e^l, ^iinf<;if--to ihc 

■ ground. i ■, ; .i'.[:i,'. -r ■ .■■,; . 

.-!-~-'i"feeiI.(iriy,RaM(rwip.r9jie.-o/i,..„ i" 
.: He tikt).'be{!;gi|ig'bal(:;ljq^<;d,pn'one fide of 

: )«ir5pal%y.cortjiifiiy}J*effby.-^6i»ciforni^t(QBtiB 9f 

, lrWi*ty)|jp,-.flUla(«e,',cq9fiin^i9i^y,: S(c— — cou- 
..llil, a^-w\i:5.'i;or.iyitPJ*tqrTrT-ri9r. yi^ui^'s^-fy^et foe 

■ rtie-T^ly;eepr- :!i; •■.:'■.. r,. Ir ■ -•,.■. 

; ..^TJ\s:fiai«vlJii(^tcifpiq^i»fi,- ■.. - ..- ■■■ . 

Take hold of my whiikets, faid the Lady.Ba{tf- 
:*cre.r-r'-^J.'hBflagfcHtqkftio^ ciiih^ ^lirji-^he 
.rwifpi«u(i(tii4);)riihfi.iift4.9f tt^(isjf)ase.; . ,. : ; 

;tave pu<>'SiQ(^ >:h4">f^lVf s tfboMithi'-c^es^^aiiti eyp- 
bfovv^;. a|id.lb(rp isTacoDfci^ufiiels of Ui l'oin&- 

where aboui the heart, which ferves but to make 
thef^ etchings (he ll,i;onger-~wc f^e, fpe!Er>>n^ put 
thefii^soge^iMwithout^^rtionaryi. . . ; 

h^aj ha ! ^i^, ItcehcvjeilXa Guynl^u^LaSa- 
baWre,, luottiig c)q{e^t ^t^h.-othei'ii, prints—— 
IJo, ho ! .criol Lq,Pat;areliit;,',ayd. .Ma^upetce, 
doing die facie :-^~Wiiiil, cried one— — ft, ^, 

—laid a fccoivd huOi, quoth a thir^-T^; — ;ppp, 

]>oo, rephed a fourth— y-gramerpy .! cried tlie La- 
dy punay^lctt^-^— 'tw^s Oie w^o bcwhilkcri'd 
far. Btjdget^V ; " ., ' , ( ■ . 

' La.Fu0i;ufe<dr^wher bodkii^from the,Icnot of 
i)er hair, ftnd h.wing tr^cad-.tbe outtipe of a fmall 
wLilker, with the bluut end of it| upon, one fide 
of her upper Up, put it into La Eeboura'a haiid^ 
La Rebours ftooi; her head. , ,, 

The Lady paufiierc cough'd (hrlc^.into the in- 
fide of her mvfi- — La Guyol fmiled— -Fy, fajU the 
L?dy Baufliere. , The queen of liyvajie touched 
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hcr«ye-with thfrtip bf hif feve-dnget^— as Much 
asto fay, I underltandyou all. 

'Twas plain to the whole coflrtj the word was- 
ruined : -La Foflenfe had giTcn it a WMtnd, and 
it was not the ferttci" tor-paffingi chptni^ dllitbefe 
deJiies.— It made afairtt illaiidihawevar, for a 
few rtionths i by ihccicprrttion of which^ths Slenr 
" de Crbi*, finding »f'b(gh titnfe tO lenvt' HiVane 
for want of whilkers— the word in Coulee bccennc 
indecent, and (iffterB'few ciSbinsy a^fetdl^y nnfit- 
for ufc. , . . 1 , 

■ The ■heft word, «i the b«ft laflgaagtr of *lie 
heft woTldi mutt hxtc taffeieA under fu^h com- 
binations.- — ^Tbc curate of d%(tela -wrote a 
■Ijoolc 'againft them, fetting forth r>e dangew- of 
" aceeflbry ideas, and warning the Navarrois againft , 
them. *■ ...... 

Doeetiotall the world know, ^aid the curate 
d'Eftella at the concltifien 'of his Work,' thw No- 
fcsranthe fame fatefome centuries ago in mod 
■parts of Europe, which Whiflcere ha»e neW^ne 
in the kingdom ofNavarrt? — ■ — The evil in- 
deed fpread no farther then -but hare not 

beds and bolfters, and night^caps and chSmbet- 
pots;-ftood -upon the brink of deftruflion .-ever . 
fince ? Are not trbufe-, and •pkcket-hole*,; and 

pump-handles and fpigots an3 'faucets, in 

dan^erltni, from the fame 'aflbcialtion ! — Challi- 
ty, by nature the gcntleft of it] afFefliona— gi*e 
it but it head — 'tis like a ramping and -a roaring 
Hon. 

The drift of the ctp^te dTftella'a argnmCTt 
was not underftood — —They ran thcfCeiK the 
wron^ waiy — — The world bridled his afs at the 
tatl*-'A-ndwhen 'the'cxticmcs of delicact, aad 
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the beginnings of cONODpiscKNCE, hcAd their 
next provincial chapter together, they may de- 
cree that bawdy alfo. 



CHAP. II. 

WHEN my father «ceived the letter which 
brought him the melancholy account of 
my brother Bobby's death, he was ;bufy calculat- 
ing the expcnceof his riding poft fromCal^isto 
Parts, and Co on to Lyons. 

*T-was a moft inaufpiciouB journey i my father 
having had every foot of it to travel over again, 
and his calculation to begin afrefh, when he had 
almoft got to the end of it, by Obadiah's opening 
the door, to acquaint him the family waa oirt 

of ycaft and to afk, whether he might ndt 

take the great coach-horfe early in the morning 
and ride in fearch of fome.— — Wiih all' my 
heart; Obadish, faid my father, {purfuing hi» 

ioumcy) take the coach-horfe, and welcome. 

. ' But he wants a ftioe, poor creature ! faid 

Obadiah Poor creature ! faid my uncle Toby, 

vibrating the note back again, like a ftring in u- 
nifon. Then ride the Scotch horfe, quoth my 
father haftily.—— 'He cannot bear a faddle upon 
his back, quoth Obadiah, for the whole world.— 
The devil's in that horfe ; then take Patriot, 
cried my father, and Ihut the door — - Patriot 

is fold, faid Obadiah. Here's for you ! cried 

my Father, making a paufc, and looking in my 
nncle Toby's face, as if ihe thing had not been 

a matter of fafl Tonr Worfbip ordered me to 

fell him laft April, faid Obadiah Then go on 

foot for youi pains, cried my father.— I had 
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much rather .walk than ride, faid Obadiah, Ifaut- 
ting the door. . 

Whiit pUgues f cried my father, going on with 
his calculatiun. — But the waters are out, faid O- 
badiah, — opening the door again. 

Till that moipcnt,. my father, who had a 
map of Sanfon's, and a book of the poll-roads 
before him, hdd kept , bis. hand upon the hc.id of 
his compalTes, with one foot of them fixed upon 
Ncvers, the lall llage luhad paid for — purpoling 
to go on from tb:it point with hiajowrne^ and 
calcuhtion, as foonaa Oba<liah quitted the room.; 
but this . ff cMid »tt^ick of (Jb^diah's* in o^tctiing 
the door, and laying the whole £Oiln try under 
water, was too much— He. let go.his compalles 
— or rather wUh .a mixed motion betwixt, acci- 
dent ai)d anger, htthr4wtbenititpa« the table : 
uid then tbe.re wu; Nothing for him to do,- but 
to return back to Calais (like! mavyothers^'assv.ifc: 
as hphadrftoul.. .,■_-, '',■:.•■■ 

When the fetter was* bi^aght into, the -pari-- 
Ipurj which contaiifEd the newsof my.brotlter'e 
death, my father had gfft forwards. *g«ii; upou 
his jourftfy, to wichm 4 Itride^of the compaflts 
of ihe very fam^, fta/c of S^eyi;r>.-77-^iJy ypjir 
jpavc, Moiif.. .Siinfoii, .^ned'-m];ifath;!r, Itiri^ng- 
iJii: :Ppi|i't of thc: co(upafljs,thEQuah:Ni;v«^BAntp 
the tr.l^jcT^-attd nqdding to n>^ .glidle TqI)/, 10 
Cti£ what w.asin.thc lettcrrr— twice,. of one night 
ij^tuo much fpi- an EHgliili ^^cntlom^ .ind h'n 
;foi),^Mo^, a^pipifyW bti-Hivntd.liack ;frpni, fo 
Jpfify a .t^isUjaij^v^Sr— p-what think'(l;T;hOtt, 
;';ioIfy ?.jadsi(i4 Biy fatiier.jiii a fpr|;;hily- fo)ie.-n-. 
..T^jil^ffiit bc.fi g^rr^n it»*wTi, iiuii iiiy,uiiclc. To- 
JijV^for (hcnrr— -*-i^illiail,be .3 fool, faid;my i^iiber, 
fmiiinj taJij^ifclf, as Ipug^is I,iivi.f™So giving 
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a fccond noti and keeping his compaffes ftill 

upon Nevers with one hand, and holding his 
book of the poft-roadsiiij:tfic other — half calcu- 
lating and half liftening, he leaned forwards up- 
on the table with both elbows, as mj uncle Toby 
hummed over the leFter> 



— . — . — He's gone ! 

faid my uncle Toby. ■ — Where— Who? cried 

my father. My nephew, faid my uncle To- 

ty What — without leave*— U'lthpul money— 

.without j^ovemor ? cried my father, in amaze- 
ment. No : — he is dead, my dear brother, quoih 
'ttff i*nclc Toby.— r-Without hcing ill ? cried my 
father agaip,— — ■! dare fay not, faid my uncle To- 
by, in a low voice,'and fetching a deep figh from 
the bottom of his jjeart,-!— he lias been ill enough, 
jioor'lad.! nianfiverfo.r.bim—for he ia dead. 

When Agrippin'a was told 'of her fon s deathj 
Tacitus informs ue, that, not being able to mo- 
derate the violenqe of her paflions, flic abruptly 
brpTtc off h,er work.-;-^My father (luck his com- 
jjafles into' NeyprAlJutro «iuch the f;ifler. — What 
contrarieties !— HiSj in^eedVw'is matter of calcula- 
tion!-^ — r4g"Ppi.V^'srnuil have been quiie a difFe- 
rentafr.iiri who elf? could pretend to reafon from 
hidovy.? ,. . '..,,., 

How my fa'thef went on, in my' opinion, dc- 
fcrveaacLapter to itself.— "j,"',j'- 
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■And a chapter it (ball have, -and a <k^l 
of a one too — ^fo look to yourfelves. 

'Tis cither Plato, or Plutarch, or Seneca, or 
Xenophon, or Epifletus,' or Theoplifaniis, or Lu- 
cian— or feme one perhaps of later <inte — "ei- 
ther Cardnn, or Budsem, or Petrarch, o'r Stella— 
or polTibly it may *bs fbme divine or ' father Gf 
the church, St. Auflin, or St. Cyprian, or Ber- 
nard, who affirms, that it is an irrefiftihie i*n(l 
iiatural pafllon, to weep for the lofs of our friends 
or children — and Seneca (Tm.pofit'ive.] tfells.'us 
fomcwlierc, that fuch griefs eVacuate themfetVei 
"beftby that particular channel.— And according- 
ly, we find, that David wept for his fofi Abfa- 
lom — Adrian for his Antoninus — Niobefor' her 
children— and that ApoUodorus and Crito.both 
flied tears for Socrates before his death, 

My father managed his affliftion Ofhefwife i 
and mdeed differently from naoft men, cithtv an- 
cient or modern ; for ^e neither rfepiil awdy, 
as the Hebrews and the Romans— or flept it off", 
as the Laplanders — or hang'd it, as the EngliOi — 
or drown'd it, as the Germans— not did he curfc ^ 
it, or damn it, or excommunicate it, or lihymle- 
it, ot lillartjulleroit — 

He got rid of it, howcvdf . 

Will your Worfhipfl give me leave to fquccze in 
a ftory between thefc two pages ?— 

When Tully was bereft of his dear daughter 

TuUia, ar firft "he laid it to hii heart, he li- 

ftened to the voice of nature, and modulated hia 
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own kinto it— D m^ Tulba ! my tUHghtflr! ny 

child! ftill, ftill, ftill,— 'twas O myTuJIial. 

my Tullia !— Mcthinks.I fee myTuUia, I hear 

ray TulKa, I talk with my Tullia. .-But as 

toon asheJsegan to look into the florea of phijlo- 
fephy, aatd consider how naany eKcel lent things 
might.be laid' upon the occafion— nobody up^n- 
earthcan conceive, . fays the gre^l orator, how 
happy, how joylul it madejne. — 

My father was as proud of his eloqueoce as 
Marcus Tvllixis Cicero could be for his 
life, and, for aught 1 am convinced of to the 
contsary at prcfent, with- as much reafon: ie 
Mr38itndce>)l hU ftrcngth — and hisweaknefs too. 
His (brength— for he wtis by nature elo- 
quent— ^—— and- his-Wreaknefs^——— for he was 
hourly a dupe to it : — and provided an occafion 
in life would but permit htm to ibow his ta- 
lents, or fay either a wife thing, a witty, -or a 
(hrewd one— (bating the cafe of a fjftematic 

misfortune) — he had all he wanted Ablef- 

fing which tied up my father's tongue, and a 
misfortune which fet it loofe with a good grace, 
were pretty equal : fometimes, indeed, the mif- 
foT tune was the better of the two j for inllance, 
where the pleafure of the harangue was as ten, 
and the pa1n of the misfortune but as five' 
my father gained half in half, and confcqtiently 
was as welt again off, as if it never had befallen 
him. 

This clue will unravel, what other wife would 
fecm very inconfiftcnt in my father's domellic 
cbaraftcr ; and it is this, that in the piovoca- 
tions ariling from the negle£ls and blunders of 
fervants, or other-mi{haps unaToidal}le.in a fa- 
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« Monarchs and princes dance uLthciiune 
" ring with us. 

■< , _-,! . . T o die is the great debt and tri- 
" bute due unto nature: tombs and monu- 
" mcnts, which fhould perpetuate oui memo- 
** lies,' pay it themfclrcs ; and the prouded pj- 
" ramid of ibem all, which weaUli and fcioice 
" have erected, has .loft its apex, and Itands 
" obtruncattd in the ^javeHer's horizon." — {My 

father found he got great cafe and went on ) 

*' Kingdoms and provinces, and.towTis and ci- 
" ties, liave they not their periods i and when 
" thofe principles and powers, which at firllcc- 
" menicd and put them together, have ^ptfr- 
" formed their fevcral evolutions, they fail hack." 
■ I,. — ■■ Brother Shandy, faid my uncle luby, 

Inying down his pipe at the word evolutions 

Revolutions, I meant, quoth n;y fitther- : — by 

heaven ! 'I meant revolutions, brother 'Xoby 

evolutions is nonfcnfe. 'Tis not nonfenfe, — 

faid my uncle Toby. But is it not .nonfenfe 

to break the thread of fuch a difcourfe, upon fuch 

an occafion? cried my father- douot— — derr 

Toby, continued he, taking him by the hand, 
do not — do not, I befcech thee, interrupt me at 
this crifis. My uncle. Toby put his pipe iiaohis 
mouth- ■ '. . 

" Where is Troy, and Mycfiie, and Thebes,. 
" and Delos, and Perf^poji;, and .^grigenium" 
. — continued my father, takiiig up his boolt of 

jxifl-Toads, whicli he bad.laid down-, " .What 

" is become, brother Toby, .9/..J^iheyeh and 
" Babylon, of Cj aicun^ and Mitylene f—^'l hefair- 
" eit towns that ever XliC,.riin rofeiifo/i, ;*re now 
" no more : the names only £reJtJ't,:3i;jl;,tfcofe 
" ^for many of ihem are v/rcng fpeli) arp^ fall- 
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milyibis anger, or father the duration of it, c- 
ternally ran counter 10 all conjeflure. 

My father had a favourite little mare, which 
he bad coiifign^tl over to. a moll beautiful Ara- 
bian horfe, in order tohaveapad out ofhcrfor' 
his own riding ■, ht wa^ f^nguiiic in all his pro- 
je-Hs; fo t. liked ;ahouthis pad'cvery day with ai 
ahfolutc a fecurity, as i('it.ha4heen reared) broke 

and bridled and faddled at his door ready for 

incuntjng. iSy foujc negl.cci or other in Oba- 
diah, it fo fell out, that my father's expc^ations 
were anfn'cred with nothing belter than a mule 
and as ugly a bealt of the lii/id as ever was pro- 
placed . 

My mother and my uncle Toby expeflcd my 
father would be the death of Obadiah — and that 

ifiere would never be an end of iJie difafter,— 

See here! you rafcal, cried my iathiTj pointing 
-lo the nude, what you have done, — It was not I, 
faid Obadiah. — Hov/do I know that ? replied my 
fnhcr. 

Triumph fwam in my father's eyes, at the re- 
partee — the Attick fait brought water into tliem — 
and fo Obaiiiah heard no more about it. 

Now let us go back to my brother's dcatl'. 

I'bilofopliy hasa fine facing for every thin^:. — 
For Death, it has an entire fet ■, the mifery was 
they all ar once rulhed fo into my father's head, _ 
tl-.at 'twas didicult to ilting them together, fo as . 
to make any thing of a coniiftent fliow out of them 
— He took them as they canie. 

" 'Tis an inevitable chance — the .firft ftatntc ■ 
« in Magna Charta— it is an cverUIling aft of 
" parliament, my. dear brother, — All mull die. ■- 

" If my fon coyldpot have died,^t had, .been ' 
" matter of wonder,— nc.t that be is'dead. ■ ■ 
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« ing themfelves hj piece>inital to decay, and, 
« in length of time, will be forgotten, and in- 
« volved with every tfiing in a perpetual night : 
«< the world itfelf, brotberi Toby, mull — muit 
•< come to an end. 

" Returning out of Afla, when ITailed from 
<« .^^ina towards Megara," (when cantbis have 
been? thoughc my uncle Toby) "I began to 
<• view the country round about — ^gina was 
" behind me, Megara was before, Pyneus on tlie 
" right hand, Corinth on the left. — What 6ou- 
" rifliing towns, now proftratc upon the earth ! 
<^ Alas J alas ! faid I to myfelf, that man fhould 
" difturb his foul for the lofs of a child, when 
" fo much as this lies awfully buried in his pre- 
*' fence.— r Re member ; faid 1 to myfelf again — 
*' remember thou art a man." — 

Now,my uncle Toby knew not thattliis laft 
paragraph was an extraft of Servius Sulpicius's 
confolatory letter to Tully. — He had as little 
ilcill, honeft man, in the fragments, as he had in 

the whole pieces of antiquity. — — ■ And as m^ 

father, whil ft he was concerned in the Turkey 
trade, had been three or four different times in 
the Levant, in one of which he had ftaid a 
wliole year, and a half at Zant, my uncle Toby 
naturally concluded, that, in fome one ofthefe 
periods, he had taken a trip acrofs the Archipela- 
. go into Alia; and that all this failing affair, with 
jEgina belwnd, and Megara before, and Pyraus 
on the right hand, &c. &c. was nothing more 
than the true courfeof my father's voyage and 
rclleflions. . Twas certainly in his manner, 

— and many an-undertakitig criticlc Would have 
'built two ftories higher upon worfe foundations. 
And pray, brother, quoih my unck To- 
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hf, laying the end of liia pipe upon my father's 
hand, in a kindly way of inrerruption — but wait- 
ing titlhe finifhed the account — what year of our 
l-ordwas this f^^T was no year of our Lord, 

replied my father. That's impoffible, cried 

my uncte Toby Simpleton ! faid my father, 

• — 'twas forty years before Chri ft was born. 

My uncle Toby had but two things for it ; ei- 
ther to fujipofe his brother to be the wandering 
Jew, or that his misfortunes had difordered his 

Itrain. " May the Lord God of heaven and 

*' earth proteft and reftore htm," faid my uncle 
Toby, praying filcntly for my father, and with 
tears in his eyes. 

—My father placed the tears to a proper ac- 
count, and went on with his harangue with great - 
fpirit. 

" There is not fuch great odds, brother Toby, 
*' betwixt good and evil, 'as the world imagines" 
—^13 way of fetting off, by the bye, was not like- 
ly to cure my uncle Toby's fufpicioni. 

— '•Labour, forrow, grief, ftcknefs, want, 
*• and woe, arc fhc fauces of life."— Much good 
may do them — faid my uncle Toby to himfelf. 

« My fon is dead i — fo much the better i— 

*( 'tis a (hame, in fuch a tempell, to have but one 
*' anchor. 

" But he is gpne for ever from us ! — be it {o, 
« He is gone from under the hands of his barber, 
" before he was bald.— — He is biit rifen from a 
*< fea{t before he was furfeited — from a banquet 
'* before he had got drunken. 

" The llir^cians wept when a child wa» 
*' born" — (and we were very near it, quoth, my 
uncle Toby)— *' and feafted and made merry 
t. Vol. II. F 
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•* when a man went out of the world; aod with 

•' icafon Death opens the gate of fame, and 

•■ Ihuts the gate of envy after it — it unloofes the 
•' chain of the captive, and puts the hoadfrnan's 
" talk into anodier man's hands. 

" Show me the man, who knows what life is, 
" wlio drcat!s it, and I'H Qiow thee a prifoner 
" who dreads bis liberty." 

Is it nat better, my dear brother Toby, (for 
.mark — our appetites are but difeifes] — is it not 
better not io hunger at all, than to eat ! — not to 
third, than to take phyfick to cure it. ? 

Is it not better to be freed from cares and 
agues, from love and melancholy, and the other 
>otand cold fits of life, than, like a galled tra- 
.vcller, who comes weary to his inn, to be bound 
to begin his journey afre(h ! 

There is no terror, brother Toby, in its looks, 
but ^vhat it borrows from groans and convulfions 
—and the blowing of nofes, and the wiping a- 
way of tears with the bottoms of curtains in a 

dying man's room. Strip it of thcfc, what ie 

it r — -^Tis better in battle thanin bed, faidmy 

uncle Toby, Take away its herfes, its mutes, 

and its mouining^-^s plumes, fcutcheons, and 
pther mechanick aids— —what is it ? — Better in 
battle ! continued my father, fmiling ; for he 
had abfolutely forgot my brotlier Bobby — 'lis ter- 
rible no way for ccnfider, brother Toby,— 

when we are — deat!i is not ; — and when death is 
—we are not.; — ^My uncle Toby laid down his 
pipe, to confider the.propofition ; my father's e- 
Joqcencc was too laijid to ftay for any man i--a- 
way it wen; — and hurried my uncle Toby's idcae 
ziong with it. 
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For this rcaion, concmuedtnf father, 'tis wor- 
thy tarecoIle£^r'^v I'^t'c alteration, i»i great men, 
the -approaches of dcAth haFC matle— 'Vcfpaliaii 
dieiin ajeftupon his dofiillpolrr—GviJba with a. 
reineticc^-^i>cpi'mius Sevcvus i.ii.» (lifpatch— Ti- 
b>:rJ!J.') indjiQ^lilntioq, aiid Cscfar Auguftus in a. 
compli)n?nt~I boge, 'twas a.fiitcete one — quoili 
my uncle Toby. 

— 'twis to hi* wife,— falii my^falhcr. 
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-. And laftly for., dfij -the elioire 

anecdotes which hiftory can produce of this mat- 
ter, continued my fariier,-^thjs, like the gild- 
ed dome which covers in the fabriclc crowns 

aU— ■,;]■■,,.■.,.:■:■.■■■ 

■'Tis.ofj Cornelius rGayua, .^hf prstor, — which, 
I daj.e fajtjbrotVicr.T^bygyoij.haYe read— I d.irc ■ 
fay I ,ha»|'e not, replied . my unfile,— ^Hc died 
faidmy Eather.as • _ "? f- * * * » "■* 

• * , • ..'• * .."' 

. / ■^ — T-And if it was withlm wife, faid 
n^y imcle. Tpby — r-there could be no hurt in 
it,-^— Thati's mpre ihani lyiow-«rcplied tny fa- 
tllCr. .-.,.'.. ; ,:. ,-■ ; :i ■ :■ 

^ CHAP.-V; 

MT mother was going wery gingerly in the 
4atk, .along,tl>c,5affagt; whitih Icdtothc. 
pailpiir, as my ^hikIj; /JJi^y ptwiouneeil the word 
wife.^— ^'Xis, ^ (hriU-pppeUating Connd of it-,. 
leatid Obadiah had helped it, by leaving the 
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door a little a-iar, To that mv mother hezrd f- 
nough of it, to imagine herfclt the fubjcft of the 
conyerfation : fo, lapn? the edge of her Gngcia- 
crofs her two lips, holding in her breathj and 
bending her head a litltc downwards, with a twill 
of her neck — (not towards the door, but from it, 
by which means her ear was brought to the chinkj 
—flic liftened with aU her powers: — the Hften- 
ing Slave, with the Goddefs of Silence at his 
back, could not have given a' finer thought for an 
intaglio. 

In this attitude, I am determined to let her 
(land for five minutes, till I bring up the aflain 
of the kitchen (as Rapin does thofe of the church) 
to the fame period.* ' - 

CHAP. Vf. 

rr^HOUGH, in one fenfc, pjir fomijy yn' 
I certainly a fimple machine, as it* confided 
ofa few wheels ) ' yet there was thus much to be 
faid for it, that ihefe iwheels were fet jh motion 
by fo many different fprings, and afted'orie up- 
on the other from fuch a variety of ftirange pHn- 
ciples and impulfes-^that though it was a' Cmple 
machine, it had aH the honour and advantages of 
a com.plex one— and a number of aa odd ftidve- 
ments within it, as ever were beheld in the infidc 
ofa Dutch filk-mill. 

Amongft thefe there Was one, I am going to 
fpeak of, in which, perhaps, it was not altoge- 
tfier fo fingular, as in many others; and it was 
this, that whatever motion, debate, harangue, 
dialogue, projeft, or diflcrtatiiarij was 'going for- 
wards in the parlour, there "jfri^f gCiJyraHjr an- 
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other, at the fame time, and u|>on the fame fub- 
je^, running parallel along with it in the kitch- 

Kfow, to bring this ^bout, whenever an extra- 
ordinary mcfiagej 01 letter, was delivered in the 
parlour — or a difcourfe fufpended till a fervant 
went out — or the lines of difcontcnt were obferv- 
ed to hang upon the brows of my father or mo- 
ther — or, in fhort, whon any thing was fuppofed 
to be upon the tapis worth knowing or liftening 
to,'twas therultto Icavrf the door, not abfolutely 
fliutjbut fomcwhat a-jar — asitftandsjuftnow, — 
wliich under covert of ttie bad hinge, (and that 
poffibly might be one of the many reafons why it 
was never mended) it was not diflicult, to managci 
by which means, in all thefc cafes, 3 pafl^ge was 

fenerally left, nptj indeed, as wide as the Dar- 
apellesi.but Wide enough, for all that, to carry 
oti as much of this windward- trade,-as was fuffi- 
cient to fave my father the trouble of governing 
his houfc : — my mother at this moment ftands 

profiting by it. Obadiafi did the fame thing as 

foon as he had Irft the leuer upon the table, 
which brought the news of iny brother's death } 
fo th^t before my father had wellg^ot over his fur- 
prilcjiand eiitere'd upon his hafangue,^ — had Trim 
. eof upon his legs^ to fpeak his fentiments upoii 
flie fubjeft. 

A curious obferver of nature, had he-been worth 
the inventory of all Job's ftock — though, by the 
bye, your curioOs obfervers are feJdom worth x 

froat— would have given the half of it, to have 
card Corporal Trim and my father, two orators 
fo contraded By nature and educ9.ti9i^ haranguing 
over the fame bier. 

^3 
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My father a man of deep reading— —prompt 
memory— uriih Cato, and Seneca, and Epi»Setus 
at his fingers ends. 

The CorporalT- with nothing — to remember— 
of no deeper reading than his rngfter-rolt — ' — or 
greater names athis finger ends than the contents 

of it. 

The one proceeding fVom period to period, by 
metaphor and aliufion, andftriking the fancy as 
he went along (as men of wil and fancy do) with 
the entertainment and pleafantry of fais pifl.iircs 
and images. ■ ■ ^ ' ' " ' 

The other', without wit, or antiiheGs, or pbint, 
or turn, ihis'way or that';' bnt leaving the images 
on one fide, and the pifturcs on the other, going 
ftraight forwards, as nature could leadhitn, to the 
heart. O Trim \ would' to heaven thou hadft a 

better hillotian ! ^-would ! — thy hiftorian had 

abetter pair of breeches!— O ye criticks ! will 
nothing melt yon ? ' _ ' . 

CHAP. vir. 

———My youi^ maimer ih London il dtad .' 
faid Obadiah ^ ; ^ 

A green fatin night-gown of my 

mother's, which had been twice ^quredi was 
ih'c firft idea- which Obadkh's ejiclaiiistiOB 

brought into ^ufannah's head.- ■■ ^-WeU 

inight, Locke write a chaptei upon the impetfcCf 
tions of words. —" T hen, qiioth Sufannah, 

wemuft ail go ijito. mourning. But note a 

fccond time : the word )liounting, notwitKftani!- 
ingSufaniiah made life of n lierfe'Jf-; failed al^ 
lb of doing its office ; it excited not one Cngte. 
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idea, tinged either with grey or black, ail wai 

green. - — ■ — ^The green fatin night-gowii hung 
there ftill. 

— O ! 'twill be the death of my poor 

miftrefs, cried Surnnnah. My mother'a 

whole wardrobe followed. What a procef- 

fion) her red damaOc, her orange-tawny,— — 

her white and yellow lateftrings, her brown 

taffjta, — her bone-laced caps, her bed-gowns, 

»nd comfortable under petticoats Not a 

rag was left behind, — " No-— fits will never look 
" up agairij" faid Sufcnnah. 

We had a fat foolilh fciiIHon — my- father, I 
think, kept her for her fimplicity ; — flie had been 

all autumn truggling with a dropfy He is 

dead ! fald Obadiah j— he is certainly dead I— 
So am not li faid the foolilh fculilon. 

Here is faid news, Ttim I cried Snfannah, 

wiping her eyes aaTrtm ftepp'd intc^tiic kitchen, ■ 
— maftcr Bobby is dead and buried— the funeral' 
was aa interpolation of Sufanuah's — we lliall have 
all to go into mourning, faid Sufannah. 

I hope not,, faid Trim- ■■■You-htye not 1 

cried Sufannah earneftly, The mourning rau 

norin. Trim's head, whatever, it did iu SuCtii- 
Hah'i— I hope, faid Trim, explaining himfelf, . 
I hope it) God the news is rioi true. I heard 
die letter read with my own cars, anfwered Oba- 
diah ; and we (hall have a terrible piece of work, 
of it in flubbing the Ox-moor.— —Oh ! he's dead, 

faid Sufannah As fure, faid the fcuUion, as ■ 

1 am alive. ~~ 

I lament for him from my heart and my foul,. 

faid Trim, fetching a figh. I'oor creatuse '.— 

poor boy ! poor gentleman ! 

He was alive lad Whitfuntldc, faid 

F4 
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the coachman. -Whitfuntide ! alas 1 cried 

Trim, extending his right arm, and falling in- 
ftantly into the fame attitude in which he read 

thefcrmon '■ — what is Wliitfuntide, Jonathan, 

(for that was the coachman's name) or Shrove- 
tide, or any tide or time part, to this ? Arc we 
not here now, continued the Corporal, (ilrJking 
the end of hia ftick perpendicularly upon the 
floor, fo as to give an idea of health and (labili- 
ty)— and are we not — (dropping his hat upon the 
ground) gone [ in a moment ?— ■ -Twas infi- 
nitely ftrilting! Sufaiinah burft into a flood of 

tears. We are not ftocfes and ftoncs, — ■ — 

Jonathan, ObAdtah, the cook-maid, alt melted 

T he foolilh fat fcullion herfelf, who nras 

feouring a fifh-kettlc upon her knees, was roufed 

with ir, The whole kitchen crowded aboat 

the corporal. 

Now as I perceive plainly, that the preferva- 
tion of our conflitution in church and ft ate, 
and poflibly the prefcrvation of the whole worid, 
•—or, what is the fame thing, the diftribution and 
balance of itB property and power, may in tirtic 
to come depend greatly upon the right i>nder- 
Handing of this ftroke of the corpofal's elo- 
<^cnce.^— I do detnand your attention j— *-your 
Worihips and Reverences, for any ten pages to- 
gether, take them where you wit! in any other 
part of the work, (hall flecp for it at your eafe. 

I faid, " we are not ftocks and ftones " ' ' — 
'ris very well. I ihould have added, nor are we 
angels — I wilh we were, — but men clothed 
with bodies, and governed by our imagitidtions ; 
—and what a junkctting piece of work of it 
there is, betwixt thefe and our fevcn fenfes, c- 
fpecially foi^e of them t for my own part, E own 

„.„ ..Google 



TRISTRASI SHANBY, Obitt. 139 

It, I am afliamea to confcfs. Let it fulTije to 
affirm, that of all the fedfes, the eye (for I ^h- 
fdutely deii^ the touch, though moll of your 
Barbati, I know, are for h] has the quklccft 
commerce with the foul, — gives a fmartcr ftroke, 
and leaves fomething more ineiprefliM'e apon the 
fancy, than words can cith if convey — 3r fume- 
ti'ffles get rid of. 

— I've gone a Ktile a^wot — na matter, 'tis for 
health — lee as dniy cari^ it back in oar mind to 
the mortality of Trim's hat — " Are w; not hera 

*' now — and gone in a moment ?" i-There 

»a3 nothing in the fen ten ce — 'tw-as one otyour 
felHevijIent truths we have the advantage of hear- 
ing' everyday ; and if Trim had not trulled more 
to hi^hat than his head^hc had made nothing 
ataUftfit. ■■ ■ ■- 

" Arc we fiot here ncfw,"— — continued 

the corporal, " and are we not" (dropping 

his hat plumb updn the gfftinfd and paufing, 

before. he^ pronounced the word] — "gone! in 
'•"li'jndftTfrtt? 'fhe' descent of the hat was as 
if a heaVy' lump of day had been kneaded mt« 
fhe crownof it.-^Nothing eonld have exprefled 
the fentiment of mortafity, of which it was ihs 
qrpC and firerunrier, like it; — his hand fecmed 
to. Kimfti Trorti Undef Jt ; — h fell dead,— the 
t<ifp6iiL\.% tyi 'filed UpoH'l?,' as upon a corpfe, — 
ill* SlrfatlhaW bliril ihto , a flood of iea>rs. 

No*— i ^ten (houfand, arttl ten thoufantf 

fifties ten thoufand [for ntattcr and motion arc 
infinite) are ihc ways by whkh a hat may be 
dropped upon the ground, without any eScA.— ' 
Had he flung it, cr thrown it, or caft it, or 
ffiifilincd it, o* fqflirted it, or let-t flip or fall in 
any poflibly dire^ion under bcaTcni — or in the 
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b^(t (lirc^tioii. that CQulJ be.^Ivfn to it,— rhad Kq 
drppjK'd it like a goofe— •liitc a puppy — Xihe an 
afs — or, in doinp it, or even after he had done it, 
had be looked like a fool— like a ninqy — tike a 
nincompoop— it had failed, and the effcit upoq 
tlie heart had been loft. 

Ye who govern this, mighty world and its 
mighty concerns with the entities of eloquence, 

~- who heat it, and c(joJ-ii, a'vd melt, and 

tnollify ii,— jand tlien harden, it again tp your 
purpolc — — 

Ycwho wind and turn the ["afTioiis with this 
preat wmdlafs, — and, having dooc it, , lead the 
owners of them whitlicr yctUipV me«-^-T ■ — : 

Yc, laRIy, wlio drjv^— qiid why not, Tf iilftj 
who a^dri/;n, like^turii?ys tp. ro,aik'er> ,wth' a 
ftiek aiiti a red cloiit — —meditate,— mciatej l 
bpfccch, youjt upofl Trim's hati .. . ■ . . 

.9HAP. viii*,,'/; 

STAT-^Ihive^afmaU'^ac^pt^t/t(i,fettl<;.wJth 
thjf reader, before Trijiij c^n^gppii wiii (lia 
liarangijc.^^It (hall be done n» twi,mtng:es-.-r-r-^ 
Ampngil- many other bqok-debts, all.ofw6ich, 
I (hall drfdiarge in .ddc^iimc, — I.owp mslc]f ^ 

. debtor to th? woi^ for Iwo. items, — ^a cKqptcit 
upon chajnber-iaaijs iiiifj^ (jiAtton-JjoIc^, which, ii\ 
the former patt of -nu 'work, I ■ ^mifcd, ai^d. 
fully intaided to,. pay off, this year :_b'ut fo.nie of 
your Woriiiips and. Revererses telling n\e, iha^ 
the two fub|ei^s,- efpecially fo coiinf^ed togc- 

'^CT, might endanger the raora,ls .of the. worlds 
—I pray the chapter lipon _c.hainh?r-mai4p apij 
button-holes may be f jirgiyeii iBej--^ — -^odjtliat 
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they will aceept of the lad chapter in lieu (.f Jt ; 
which is nothing, aii't pleafe your Reverences, but 
a chapter of chamber-maids, green gowns, and ■ 
old hats. 

Trim took his off the ground, put it upon 

his head, and then went on with his oration up- 
on death, in the manner and form following. 

CHAP, ix: 

'——To us, Jonathan, who kncsw not what' 

■wanl or tare ii who- live here in the fer- 

viceof two of the beft of mafters— bating, in 
my own cafe, his Majefty King Wiliiam the 
Third, wjiom I had the honour to ferve both 
in Ireland and Flanilers)r-I own it, that from 
WMtfuncide to within three weeksof Chriftmafs, , 

'tis not long — 'tis like.nothing^; but tothofe, , 

Jonathan, who know what death is, and what 
havock and deftru£lion-he can make, before a 
man can well wheel about— 'tis like a whole age. 
— — O Jonathan! 'twould make a good-naiur'd . 
man's heart bleed, to.confider, coniinued tlie 
corporal, (Handing perpendicularly), how low 
many a.brave and upright fellow has been laid 
finccthat time! — And trull me, Sufy, added the 
corporal, turning to Sufannah, whofe eyes w?re 
fwimming in water — before tiiaf time comes round , 

again, — many a bright eye will be, dim -Su-" 

fannah placed, if to the right"" fide of the page — 
ihe wept^-but (he curt'Ged too. — Are we not,,, 
continued Trim, looking ftill at Sufannah— arc 
we not like a Sower of the field — (a tear of pride ■ 
ftole in betwiit every two tears of humiliation — 
cUeno tongue could have -defcribcd SufannaVs'^ 
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affliaion)— is not all flefii grafs ? TU day,— 

'tis dirt They all looked direflly at the fcul- 

lion ; the fcultion had juft been fcoUring a 

£fli-kettle It was not fair. 

— \V hat is the fined face that evef man looked 
at i — I could hear Trim talk fo for ever, cried Su- 

fannah— what is it ! (Sufaniiah laid her hahd 

upon Trim's flioulder) — but corruption? — Sufkn- 
nah took it olT. 

—Now I love you for this— arid 'tis this deli- 
cious mixture within you, which makes you 
jdesr creatures what you arc ;• — and he who hates 
you for it — all I can fay of the matter, is, That 
he has either a pumkiii for his head— or a pippin 
for his heart,-^aDd whenever he is diffefted 'twill 
•Jit found fo. 

CHAP. X. 

"tTTTHETHER Sufannah, by taking her 
yy hand too fuddenly from off the corpo- 
ral's Ihoulder, (by the whilking about of her 
paflions) — broke a Ittile the chain of hisreflec- 

Or whether the corporal began to be fufpi- 
cious he had got into the do<5lor's quarters, aiid 
was taltitig more like the Chaplam than hini- 
fetf— ;- 

Or wEcthcr -.------_- 

Or whether— ^f or in all fiich cafes a maii of 
invention and parts may with pleafure fill a cou- 
ple of pages with fuppofitions ; which of all 

thefe was the caufe, let the curious phyfiologift, 
or the curious any body determine : — 'tis certain 
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at leaft, the corporal went 6n that widi his hi- 

i'ot my own part, I declare it, that out of 
doors, 1 value not death at all : — not this. . add- 
ed the corporal, fiiapping his fingers — but with 
an air, which no one hot the corporal coifld have 
pvcri to the fentiihenc. In battle I value death 
not this . . . atid let him not take me cffWartJly, 

,]ike poor Joe Gibbons, in fctmringhis gurt -^ 

What is he ? A pull of a trigger a pufli of a 

bayonet an inch this way or that makes thi 

difterence.— Look along rfjc line — to the right — 
fee ! Jacks down ! well, — 'lis worth a regiirrcrit 
of horfe to him — No — 'tis Dick, — Then Jack's 
no wdrfe. — Never mind which,.^We pafs oni' — 
in hot purinit the wound itttlf which brings liini 

is not felt ; the beft way is tb ftand up to 

htm ; the man who flies, is in ten times 

more danger thaii the man who matches up in- 
to his'jaws;-; ^ I'Vt l6ok'dhim-, afltleiHh* cot- 

poral, an huiidrcil tTmcs hi the fare,— and know 
■what he is.^-;— ^He's nothin|, Ofcadtah, at all ;n 
the field:-^^ But he's-veiy fright fiiliri an hdufc, 
quoth Obadiah.-^^ — 1 never mind it myfelf, faid 

Jonathan, upon a' coach-box: It'mulV, in' my 

Opinion, be moft- natural hr bed, 'replied Sufan-- 
nah.^^Aii'a cpilldl cicir^b'hMby IHt^ng intb| 
thc'worft calP^ iPfcTti''lh3t c\'cf' was iiiaiJe bfo "a' 
knapiacki I would 'doit ■ tlfcrfe-^taWl' Triln— bdt' 
that is nature; ' ' ' ■ 

Nature is nitiire, faid J^onathan.— 'And that 
19 the reafoii, cried Sufannah, I fo niuch pity my 
riiUtrefS" " Shg will never get the better of 
if.^^^Now I ^ity '^he captain the mbft of anyone 
ift thefamiiyi awTwered Trim. — Madatn Wilt get 
cafe of heart in weeping — and the Squire int^k- 
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iiig about ittT—but ^my, poor mader will keep \t, 

all in filence to himfetf. 1 (hall hear him Cigh, 

ia his bsd for- a. whole month together, as. he 
did for Lieutenant i^e Fcvrc. Aii' pleafc your. 
Honour, da not fighfo pitcoully, I would fay, to 
hjm as I hy hiftde him. I cannot help it,.'rrim>- 
my m;ilter would fay i— 'lis-fo.niclaQdioly an ac- 
cident— 1 Cfonot get it off my heart. — Your Ho- 
npur fears not :death yourfelf—l liope, Trim, I- 
fear nothing, he would, fay, but the doiiig a 
MfTong thing. Wellj he would add, . whatever 
betides, I will. take care of I^e Fcvre's boy. — 
J^ai with that, like a quieting draughty, hb Ho- 
nour would fail aflt;i:p.. ■ 
. I like to he^ii: Trim's lloiies about the captain,-, 
faidSufannah.— He is a kindly-hearted gentle- 
man, {aid Obadiah, as , ever lived. — Ay— .^nd- 
us brave a one too, faid the corpor^* as ever 
flept before 3 platoon.— There, never was|a bct-^ 
ter oflicei: 119, the kjng.'^ ■ijfny,T:~—<iT ajbeOter. 
man in God's world J for he ,wo\ild maj'clji opto- 
tlic mauch of a .cannon, thoughhe faw ;the- 
lighted match at.thc Very touch-nole,— and yet,, 
for all that, hehaa arjieart zs foft as a child for. 
(Uher.|)e4ple jTT-he would, not hurt a chicken.—. 
I^.wQuld.fooner, quotl^ Jotiatt^, drive fuch a, 
^ntlcrojn. for !fevcji :pp.uqds.a lytai^-thaji,. fonie. 
f(jr, eight — ^Thankj ,^hee,;J(Jnajthap [ ,far-,ihy, 
tiventy ftilliijigsr-^as m^ch, Jonathan/ faid thei 
corporal, taking him by the hand, .as_ if thoU. 
hadft put the. money into my own pocket- — I : 
would ferve him to tne day of my death, out ■ of; 
love. He is a fricfid and a brother to me : — andj 
could I be fui;e my poor, brother Tom: was . de»d — 
continued the cqrporalj taking out lus handker?-; 



d^ef,-TT-wat J »"orili ten thoufantl |X3uikU, i would, 
^eave every,, fliilling of it to the- caprain — Trim, 
could not tefrain from tears at this tellainepiaty. 
proof he gave of his. affi^flion to his mailer.^. 
The whole Vitchcn was aftedcd. — Do tell us this, 
ftorypf the poorlieutepant, faid Sufatinah— Witlij 
i^l my heart, aqfwered the corporal, 

Suf^nnalr, the coottj Jonathaii, Ohadiali, and; 
Cprporal Trun, formed a, circle about the. fire j^ 
and as foon as the fcullion had (hut the kttchen.i 
^or — the corporal began. 



Chap, xr., 

IAM.-a.Turk.jf I,had-r)ota),;moch. forgot .my. 
niothef , as if.. Nature .had, plaltctej me up, , 
asd i'et.me doyn, nalied. 14)011 jfce banks of thfe: 
fiver. Nile,, without oii^. — Ypur nioft obedient, 
feryant, Mada(nr-rrve.,ccjft you. a ,gr?at deal of 
ti;9ub>l^^i wiQi' it may aniwer— rSut you bay e~ 
t^t a crack in jay, bacjt— and here's a great,.pie*;e 
fallen oft- Jie re before ,:— and what mult Ido witji 
this fgot) .^-rrl ^all never^ie^ch, Ejigland .wtjlh , 

For my own part J-never wondo" at,any thing } 
Tr^nd fo oficnhas inj. jud^mcotdeccivcd mc in. 
njylife, that I always fulpe^L Jt, right or. wrong, 
TTi-at Icaftjiyn.ft^in 'hot. uppo cold ,fubje_£l3. 
For all tifs, I ycvcxcuce txuth as much as any bo-: 
djfi and wh\;n_it has flipped us* if a m^n will 
but take mc tiy.thc hand, and go quietly and 
fearch for it, aa for a [hing we have both loft, 
and can neitlier of us do well withqut, — FU go 
to the world's cud with hirai "But. I hate dif- 
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potcs,^-^atid therefore (bating «Iigioa! poiffts.'tn' 
fuch as touch fiJcictf) I wouM armoft fubfctlbe tof 
any thing which does not choak me in the firft 
paflage, rather than be drawn into one. — But t 
Cannot bear fuflbcation, and bad fmcHs worit of 
aIl._i;F6r which reafons, I refolved from tlie be"-- 
ginning) That if erer the itm-f of martyrs way 
to be angmcnred,— «r a ftew one raifed, — I woutd 
have no hand in itj One Way or fothcr. 



^UT to rtmm to my niotbcr,^a-^4. 

J Mf uncle Toby's opinion, Midaid* 
f* that tSere could be no harm in Cornelius Gaf- 
" lusthc Roitian pi-setor'B lying with hi3 wife," 
-^J- rathir the lift wotd of that opinion',— (for 
it wis ail' my mother heatd of It)' caughf hold oi 
her by the weak part of the whblc fiit :'-^-Ydo: 
rtial)' not miilake me.-i-i mean hef cilriflrity,^ — '— 
&it iiiftaHflycontludtfdheTr«lfthe'filb]e£t of the 
converfation ; and, with that prepofleflion upon: 
her fancy, you wifl readily 'conceive, every .wOrd 
riiy father faid, was accomrtiodated' cithtt to Irtr- 
ftlPjOr family cnricerhs. / ''■ ','' 

—Pray, Madatri, in wh« *ftrde( dots thtf USf. 
live, Who' would not have doWe the fame / • •- -- i 
- Froni the ftfange mode of •Cornelius'^ dcatK, 
ihy father had made a tranfition to that of So- 
crates, and was giving m* uncle Toby an abfttaft 
<if his pleading befofe nis judges ; — 'twas irre- 
(iftible :-^j^iTOt the ofJtran of 5ocfates,-'i-4-but 
my father's temptation to it ■ He had wrote 
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the • Life of Socrates himfclf the year befcFie he 
left off trade, whicti, I feat, was the mean of 
haftening him ott of it ;— fo that no one was 
able to fet out with fo full a fail, and' in fo fMlrell- 
mg a tide of heroic loftinefa upon the occafion; 
as my father was, Notaperiod in Socratcs's ora- 
tion, which clofed with a Ihotter word than tranf- 
migTatio»or annihilation, or a worfc thought in 

the middle of it than, To he or not to be, 

the entcirlng upon a new and untried ftate of 
things,—- or, upon a long, a profound and peacc- 
fitl fleep, ^^it'hbnt dreams, without difturhance : 

That we and our children were born to die, — 
but neither of us born tobeflavcs. — No — there I 
miHake ; that was part of Eleazer's oration, as 

recorded by Jofephus (de bel. Judaic.) £lea- 

zei owns he had it from the philofophers of In- 
dia i iti all likelihood Alexander the Great) ill 
his ifruptibn into India, after he had over-tutt 
PcrCa, amongft the many things he ftole, — JloW 
that fentiment alfo i by which means, it was car- 
ried, if not all the way by himfelf, (for we all 
know be died at Babylon) at leaH by fome of hH 
marauders, into Grecce,-^from Greece it got to" 
Rome,- — From Rome to Francc,-^,^ — and from' 
Fraftceto England; — So things come rttund.— 

By land carriage, I can conceive Ho other 
way.— 

By water the fentirtidnt might eafily have come 
down the Ganges into the Sinus GangeticuS* 
or Bdy of Bengal, and fo into die Indian Sea j and* 

•' This hook my father iu6u!dhei}(r confetit UpuB- 
li%: 'lit in mamfcript tuiih feme other trails of 
his, in the family, all or tiiojl of luhich VJilI be prin- 
ted in due time. 
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following the couTfeoftnidc,{the way from In- 
dia by the Cape of Good Hope being then un- 
known}, might be .carried, with other drugs and; 
fpices, up the Red Sea to Joddah, the port of 
Mecca, or elfc to Tor or Suez, towns at the bot- 
tom of the guifj and fjom thence by caravans 
to Coptos, but three days journey diilant,fo down 
the Nile diredlly to Alexandria, where the sen- 
timent would be landed at the vsry foot of the 

great ftair-cafeof^he Alexandrian library, — — 

and from that ftore-houfe it would be fetcbed-r- 
Blefs mc ! what a trade was driven by the learn* 
cd. in thofs. di^ys ! 



-w 



CHAP. ^IL. 

JOW my father had a; way a littre 
like that of Job's, in cafe there ever 

was fuch a man if not, there's an end of the 

matter. 

Though, by the bye, becaufe your learned men. 
find fomc difficulty in fixing the precife sera ii¥ 
i^hieh fo great a. man lived ;-— whether, for in- 
ftancc, bfffore or after, the patriarchs, &c.— to 
Tpte, therefore, that he never lived at all, is a 
little cruel, — 'tis not doing as they, would be done 
by.— Happen that as it may — my father, 1 fay^ 
had a wayj when things went citremcly wrong 
with him efpeclaliy upcn the firft fally of his im-* 
Iiatience,~of wondering why, he was begot,—— 

wifliing himfelf dead, fometimes worfe : 

And when the. provoeatio.n ran high, and grief- 
tpuch'd his lips with more than ordinary powers,! 
— S\T_, you fcarce could have didingsifhed him., 
from Socrates himfelf. Every woid .woiiHl 
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breathe the fentiments of a foul dirdaining life, 
and carelefa about all its ilTues ; for which TCafon, 
though iry mother-iwas a wosian of no deep read- 
lag, yctthe abftraft of iJocrates's oration, which 
my father was giving my uncle Toby, was not 
altogether new to h?r.— She liftencd to it with 
compofcd intelligence, and wouM have done fb 
to die end of the chapter, had not my father 
plunged (which he had nooccafion to have done) 
into that part of the, pleading where the great 
philofopher reckons up his coiinetflions, his alli- 
ances,, and children ; but renounces ..a fecuiiiy to 
bcfowon, by woi'lcin^ upon the yaflions of hi; 
judges — ~" 1 have friends — l hane relations, 
" — I have three defolate children," fays Socra- 
tts. ■■.'''" 
: — Tlicil,.crled my mother, opci>ing the door; 
-^youhavconeniore, M,r- Shar.dy, tjian I knov 
6^. .',.'f' ^' ,','"■■" '■-,-"■. 

B.y'jieaven I I have one lefs — faid my fathcrj 
getting uji and walking out of the room. 



,CHAP.SIV. : 

' '—They arc Socj-ates's ciiildren,.faid jny .uncle 
Toby. ' He has been dead, a hundred years.ago, 
VepHed my mother. ' , 

My uncle Toby was no cbronologer — fo not 
caring to advance a fiep but upon fafe ground, 
he laid down his pipe deliberately upon the table, 
Vnd fifing up, and taking my mother moft kindly, 
by the harid,rw-ithout faying another word, either 
goodbrbad to her, he .Jedher out after my fa- 
ther, that he might {Tnlf!^ the ecIaircifTeoient hi^-, 

m ■ ' 
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CHAP. XV. 



HA1> this Tolume been a farte, whfch, unleTs 
every oTie'i life and ojdnions ait tO be loblc- 
Sd up'ort a^ a farce, as well as riiinc, I fee no rea- 
fori m fuppoffc-^the laft chapter. Sir , had finished 
ihc firft att of if, andthcn Uiis chapter muB; have 
fet off" thus. 

PtV. - ..r...;r, ...itig — tWing-i-fwang^priit'— friji 
■ . - ■i.-'ti^ a cuffed bad fiddle —Do you know whe- 
ther my fiddle's iii tune or no ? — trutl...pf(rt..» 

^^ — ^Thty (hoiild be fifths "Tis wickedly 

ftruug— tr...a.c.i.o u.—— twang ■ — ThebriJge 
is a ftiilc too highi i&A the found-poB atfolufcly- 
dowtl — tl(b — trut...pfut— iiart! 'tis not To bad 
a tone — Diddle diddle, diddle diddle, fiddle di<f- 
dle dum^ There is' nothing in playing before 
good judges : btit thtM'S a iiianthefe-i-rto-^ — * 

not him with the bundle under his arm -the 

grave man in black — 'Sdeath ! not the gentleman 

with the fword Ori Sir, I had rather play a 

Caprichio to Calliope herfelf, than draw my bow 
actofs my fiddle befort that very man ; ancfyet 
ril ftake my CrCrtiOna tO a Jtf*'6 trurhp, which fs 
thcgrcateft muficalodds that five f were laid", that 
I will this moment ftop thrte huridrcil and fifty 
leagues out of tune upon iny fiddle, without pu- 
ftilhlngoilefmglen^rvethafbalortgstohim. — :- — ■- 
I'widdld diddle, t*eddle dtddle-^j — ^-twidilla 
diddle,- twoddle diddle, — ■ — tWuddle diddle — pfut- 
friit — krifh — krafti — knifh. — ^ — I've undoiie you, 
Sir but fee hi is no worfe ;— and'wai 
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Appllo^to t3k.e l^s fidflle .a^er .{ne, I^ can m^e 
him no better. 

Diddle diddle, cUddIc,. (Uddle, diddle diddle— 
hum — dum— drum. 

'— ;-; . 7 ^ Ygur woifliip^iud your reverences loye mii- 
fiic- ,. ^ ' . ai^d God ft?» made you all i^ith goad 
tarsrr-and fq'me of ypu pla,y delightfully your- 
feives — ;— trut-priit,: — :— priit-trut. 

Oj there is — ■_ — whom I could fit and hear 

whole days whqfe talents )y in making what 

he iiddies tohefeh,'' who infpires me with 

Bis jpys and hopcS) and puts the mptt hiddea 
fprings of my heart into motion— ^— if you woul^ 
bflcros' fjyp g.*JPca8 ojT, mc, Si r ; -which is 
gcner^ly, ten guineas mqre th4nIha,Teto fpare 
1— r—— or you, ISleflrs. Apothecary and Taylor^, 
i^pt yoyr hills payingf — that's your time. 

CHAP. XVL 

THE filft diiog i^hich entered toy fatJier'a 
'^cad,, after afi^rs verc 3 little fctf led »P 
the famify, Mid Sulannah had got pofieffion of- 
my mothier's grecp faiin night»gown " _ _ ■ t — was 
, to fit down coolly, after the example of X^ 
nophon, and write a TRis.TiL&-p:edia> <V fyAcm 
qfeducationfor meiCoUedting, firil, fo^thatpur- 
poft:! hp.own fcatt^d thoughts, cqunfelfi, afld: 
nqtwins^j ,a,rict bindiiig them togpih^r, fo t« td, 
fqrm i^ iNSTiTUTE ifar the ' goverp;nent ofrioyi 
childhi^il'^^ adolercence. I was my father's! 

l^ft ftako \ he had loft my brother fiohby 

entitei^,: — i ■ p . he had loft, ty his, o>i'n cPKr, 
putation, fu|i three-fogr^s of pici v -TT-^that is^ 
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he had been unfbrtoriatc in his thwe fiVft great 
calls for me— my gcniture, nofc,art(l name, — ^^ 
there was but rhis one'lirff ;' and accordingly, 
my father gave himfelf pp to itr w!ch as mucK 
devotiun as ever my iinizfife "Tpby ,h^d done ' to Im 
doflrine of projeQileSi-^Thc drtFerencc 'Betwix'i 
thetnwas, that m^ iinclc Tobjf drew Ms wliqle 
knowledge of proje^tfles rrohl Nicofai T^rtaglia. 
——My father fpun h!s, every thread of it» out 
■ of his own brain, — or' had fo reeled and crofs* 
(willed what all other fpitmers and fpinfters had 
fpuu before him; that ftwas pretty Jieat, the fwiH^ 
tottiirc tohira. "■■ ;. i . , i . . . 

Iri about "itTfe&vcafs; dr' fomeiKne ittQt^, niy 
fiither had got aHvauced; ^Imofl: into ihc^'mldiilfc 
of his work.- Like allother writers, he'm'e't 
with difappointnients. — ^^He imagined' htfUibuld 
be able to bring whatcyer he liad to fay, into fo 
fmall a compafs, thnt, wht^n it'was finilhed and 
bound, it might be rolled up ip tnv mover's 
hi! (five.—^-^^ alter ^rows vnde'r ouf hands.'— ^- 
LSt no msn fay, — " Come— I'll wtite a. duode- 
" cirtio." ' . 

■ My "father gave himfelf up to it, ' ho*evcrj' 
with the moil painful diligence, proc;;ediilg Hep 
by ftep, in every line, with the fame kind of Caii-' 
tioM and circumfpeftlon {thoii^li ■ I cannot fajr 
upon quite fo iTiHgiotrs'a principle.) a^ was Ufed' 
byi Jehn de fe Caffe,' the lord arcHbiffidp'c^ "Bi'r 
nerento. In Jeompafling' his Galatcri ; in Wi'f^h 
his Grace of Benevento fpent near f oh y years 
of his life; and when the "thing came' out, it 
waanotf above haff the fizc of lh"e"fhiSSnefs cf 
a -R Iyer's Aifflanack.— How'-the 'Woiy man ma-' 
naged the affair, unlefs he fpent the greateft part 
of his time in cdmbing his whifkers, or playing 
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at primeto \vith his chaplain, — would pofe any 
mortal not !ct it into the true fecret ; — and there- 
fore, 'tis worth explaining to the world, was it on- 
ly for the encouragement of thofe few in it, who 
write, not fo much to be fed — aa to be famous. 

I own, had John de la Caflc, the archbifliop of 
Bencvento, for whofe memory {notwithltanding 

his Galatea) I retain the higheft veneration, - 

hadhe^cen. Sir, a flender clerk, — of dull wit- 
flow parts — coftive head, and fo forth, — he and 
his Galatea might have jogged on together to the 
age of Methufetah fpr me— the phenomenon had 
not been worth a parenthefis. 

But the rcverfe of this was the truth : John de 
la Caflc was a genius offiae parts and fertile fan- 
cy, and yet, with all thefe great advantages of 
nature, which (hould have pricked him forewards 
with bis Galatea, he lay under an.impuiflance, at 
the fame time, of advancing above a line and a 
half in the corapafs of a whole fummcr's day. 
This dtfability in his Grace arofe from an opinion 
he was afilifled with,— which opinion was this, ' 
viz. That whenever a Chriltian was writing a ■ 
book (not for his private amufemcnt, but) where 
his intent and purpofe was, bona fide, to print 
and publiQi it to the woild, his firll thoughts were 
always the temptations of the Cvil one. " . T his 
was the ftateofordinaiy writers: but when a per- 
foiiage of venerable iiharailerandhighilation, ei- 
ther in church or Itati, once turned auiboi, 
he maintained, that, from the very moment he 

took pen in hand all the devils in hell brolte 

out of their holes to cajole him- ' I'waa term- 
tune with them, every thought firft and iaft, 

Avas captious ;— how fpecious and good foe\'or, — 
'twas ail one } — io wb^tcvetfoim or colour it pre- 
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fented tlfetf to the imajfination,— 'twas IHB a 
ftroke of one or other of 'em levelled V him, and 
was to be fenced off. — So that die life of a writ- 
tCTf whatever he might fanc^ to the contrary, was 
not fo much a ftate of compoGtion, as a (tatc of 
warfare } and his probation in it, prccifely that of 
any other man militant upon earth, both d^iend- 
ing alike, not half fo much upon the degrees of 
his wtT — as his refinance. 

My father was hugely pleafcd with this theory 
of John de la Caflc, archbilhop of Eenevento i 
arid ihadit not cramped him a little in his creed) 
I believe would have given ten of the belt acres 
in the Shajidy cilate, to hava been the broacher 

of it. -Haw far my fatjfccr aflually believed in 

the devil; will be leen, when I come to fpeafc of 
my father's religious notions, in the progrefs of 
this work i 'tis enough to fay here, as he could 
npC have the honour of it, in the literal fenfc of 
the doflrinc — he took up with the allegory of it; 
-^nd would often fay, efpecially when his pen 
was a little retrogade, there was as much ^;ood 
meaning, truth, .and knowledge couched under 
the veil of John dc ia CaflT^s parabolical reprefcn- 
ration.— ~— as was to be found in any one poetic 
fiflion, or myftic record of antiquity. — Preju- 
dice of education, he would fay, is the devil 
and the multitudes of them which we fuck in 
with our mother's milk-^-~are the devil and all 
■■ — I.I We are haunted with them brother Toby, in 
all our lucubrations and refearches ; andi was a 
man fool enough t<y fubmit tamely to what they 
obtruded upon him, — ^what would his book be i 
Nothing,— rhe would add, throwing his pen away 
with a vengeance,— nothing but a farrago of die 
clack of :Duhes« and of the noi^enfe of die eld 
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women fof both feres) throughout the king, 
dom. 

This is the bell account ! am determined to 
five of the flow progrefs my father made in his 
Tdftra-pxilia ; at which (as I faid) he was three 
jcars and foraething more, indef atigably atworfc, 
and at lall, had fcarce compjeted, b^ his own 
reckoning, one half of his undertaking : the mif- 
fortune was, that 1 was all that time totally ne- 
glefled and abandoned to my mother: and, what 
was almolt as bad, by the Tcry delay, the firfl part 
of the work, upon which my father had fpcnt the 
moll of hie pains, was rendered entirely nfclefs — 
every day a page or two became of no confe* 
quencc. 

— Ceitainly it was ordained as a fcourgc upon 
the pride of human wildom, that the wifeft of 
usall ihould thus outwit ourfelves, and eternally 
forego our purpofes in ^c intemperate a£t of 
purfuing them. 

In fliort, my father was fo long in all his afl» 
ofrefiftance, — or, in other words— lie advanced 
fo very flow with his work, and I began to live 
and get forwards at fuch a rate, that, if an event 
had not happened, — which, when we get to it, if 
it can be told with decency, (hall not be conceal- 
ed a moment from my reader— I verily believe, I 
had pnt by my father, and left him drawing a 
fun<dtal, for no better purpofe than to be buried 
underground. 
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TTIWAS nothing, 1 did not lofe 

I tw.o drops of blood by it— —'twas 
not vorth calling in a furgeon, bad he lived next 
doortous. — Dortor Slop made ten times more 
of it than there was occafion ; fome men rife, by 
the artofhanginggreat weights upon fmall wires, 
— ^ndlam this day {Auguft the loth 1761) pay- 
ing part of the price of this man's reputation. — 
O, 'twould provoke a Hone, to fee liow things are 
carried on in this world ! — Thechambcr-maii'had 

left no »••«•■• •••uniJer the bed. Cannot 

you contrive, mafter, quoth Sufannah, lifting up 
the fa(h with one hand, as flie fpoke, and helping 

me up into the window-feat with the other 

cannot you manage my dear, for a fingle time, to 
,-•■■•• ••* •• «•• ••»•«• } 

I was five years old Sufannah did not con- 

Cder that nothing was well hung in our family, 

— fo flap came the fafli down like lightning 

upon us- Nothing ia left, cried Sufan- 
nah, nothing is left, for me, but to riin mf 

.country. 

My uncle Toby's houfe was a much kinder 
Jan^uary ; and fo Sufannah fled to it. 



w 



"HEN Sufannah told the Corporal tbcmif- 
adventure of the fafb, withall the circuni' 
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ftsnces which attendtd^the murder of me, (as flie 
called it) — - the blood- forfook his checks :— alt 

acceflbrics in murder being principals -Trim's 

confcience told him he was as much to blame as 
j^ufannah ; atid,if the do£lrine had been true my 
uncle Toby had as mvich of the bloodshed to an- 
fwcr for to hqaven as either ofem; — fo that 
ntither reafon or inftmil-, feparate or together, 
could pofTibly have guided bufannah's fteps to fo 
proper an afylum. It is in vain to leave this to 
the reader's imagination :— — toform any kind 
of hypothelis,' that will render thefe propofitions 
feafible, he muft cudgel his brains forcj-r-and, to 
do it -without— — hemufthave fuch brains as no 
reader ever had before him j — Why fliouJdlput 
them either to trial or to torture ? 'Xis my own 
afiair : III explain it myfelf. 



CHAP. XIX. 

'r I 'IS a pity, Trimjfaid my uncle Toby, reft- 
4 ing- with his hand upon the Corporal'a 
(houlder, as they both ilood furvcying their work, 
— that we have not a couple of field-pieces to 
mount in the gorpe of that new redoubt;— 
'twould fccure the lines all aloftg there, and make 
the attack cuiliat fide tjiiite ccmplete :— get me 
a couple caft, Trim. . > 

Your Honour (hall have them, replied Trim, 



before to-morrow 



mornmg. 



It was the joy of Trim's heart— nor was his 
fertile head ever at a lofs for expedients in doing 
it, to fupply my uncle Toby, in his campaigns, 
■with whatever his fancy called for : had it been 
his laft crown, he would have fat down and ham- 
G^ .- 
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tncred it into a paderero, to hxie prevented a 
fingle wifli in iris mafter. The Corporal had al- 
ready, — what with cuting off the ends of my 
uncle Toby's fpoutg,— hacking and chifeling up 
the fides of his leaden gutters,— -meking down his 
pewter Ihaving-bafon, — and going at lafl, like 
Lewis the fourteenth, on to the top ofihe church, 
for fpare ends, &c.— he had that very campa^n, 
brought no lefs than eight new battering cannons, 
befides three demiculvcrins, into -the field ; my 
uncle Toby's demand for two more pieces for the 
sedoubt, had fet the Corpora^ at work again ; and 
no better refource ofFering, he had taken the two 
leaden weights from the nurfery window : and 
as the ialh pullics, when the lead was gone, were 
of no kind of ufe, he bad taken them away alfo, 
to make a couple of wheels for one of their car- 
riages. 

He had difmantled every fafli-window in my 
imcle Toby's houfc long before, in the very fame 
way, — though not always in the fame order ; for 
fometimes the pullies had been wanted, and not 
the lead -,— fo then he began with the pullies, — 
and the pullies being picked out, then the lead 
became uielefs, — and fo the lead went to pot toe. 

—A great Moral might be picked haiidfome- 
]y out of this, but i have not time— 'tis enough 
to fay, wherever the demolition began, 'twas e- 
{^ually fatal to the falh-window* 
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THE Corporal had not taken his meafurca fo ' 
badlvia this (Iroke of^rtillcryjhip, but that 
he might have kept the matter entirely to bim- 
felf, and left Sufannah to have fuftaincd the whole 
w«ight of the attack, as (he could : — true cou- 
rage is not conteot with coming off fo. — The Cor- 
poral, whether as general or comptroller of the 
tr^n — 'twas no matter,— had done that, with- 
out which, as he iraaglned, the misfortune could 
never hare happened, at leaib in Sufannah'e 
traiu,~-How would your honours have beha- 
ved ? — He determined at once, not to take ihel- 
ter behind Sufannah, — but to give it ; and, with 
this lefoJution uponhls mind, he marched up- - 
right into the parlour, to la^ the whole ma- 
noeuvre before my uncle Toby. 

My uncle Toby had jud then been giving To- 
rickan account of the battle of Steenkirk, and' 
of the ftrangc conduct of Count Solmcs, in or- 
dering the foot to halt, and the horfe to march, 
where it could not atl i which was diredtly con- 
trary to the kiflg'a command, and proved the lofs 
of the day. 

There arc incidents in fome ^mi]ies, fopatto 
the purpofe of what is going to follow, — they are ' 
fcarce exceeded by c!ie invention of a dramatick 
writer, — I mean of ancient days. — 

Trim, by the help of his forefinger laid fiat 
upon the tabic, and the edge of his hand ftrikiug 
acrofs it-, at right angles, made a ihift to tell his 
fiorjr fo, that ptieils and virgins might have lif- 
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tenedtoit; — and the ftory being told, — the dia- 
logue went on as follows. 



GHAP. XXI. 

' — I would be piquctted to death, cried the 
Corporal, as he concluded Sufannah's ftor^ , be- 
fore I would fuHcr the woman to come to any 
harm ;— 'twas my fault, an' plea fe your Honour, 
— not hers. 

Corporal Trim, replied my uncle Toby, pot- 
ting on his hat, which lay upon the table,— if 
any thing can be faid to be a fault, when thefcr- 
vice abfotutely requires it IhouJd be done, — 'tis I 
certainly who. defervp the . biame— ^you obeyed 
your orders. 

Had Count Solmes, Trim, done the fame at 
ihe battle of Steenkirk, faid Yorick, drolling a 
little upon the Corporal, who had been run over 
by a dragoon in ihc retreat,— he had faved thee. 
—Saved ! cried Trim, interrupting Yorick, and 
finilhing the fentence for liim after his own fa- 
ihion, — he had faved five battalions, an' pleafc 
your Reverence, every foul of them : — there was 
Cutts's— continued the corporal, clapping the 
fore-finger of his right hand upon the thumb <^ 
his left, and counting round his hand, — there 
was Cutts's^Mackay's — Angus's — Graham's— 
and Levcn's, all cut to pieces; — andfohadtbc 
Englifh life-guards loo, had it not been for fome 
regiments upon the right, who marched up bold- 
ly to their relief, and received the enemy's fire in 
iheir faces, before any one of their own platoons 
ilifcharged a muiket : — they'll go to heaven for it 
—added Trim. ^Trim is right, faid my un- 
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cleTobynoddingtoTorick, — he'sperfeaijr right. ■ 
What fignificd his marching the horfe, continued 
the Corporal, where the ground was fo ftraic, and 
the French had fuch a nation of hedges, and cop- 
fes, and ditches, and fell'd trees laid this way and 
tliat, to cover them, (as they always have) ? . -■ -t 
Count Solmes fliould have fent us — we would 
Iiave fired muzzle to muzzle with them, for their 
Jives. — There was nothing to be done for the horfe 
—He had his foot fhot oft",- however, for his pains» 
continued the Corporal, the veiy next campaigii 
at Landcn. — Poor Trim got hia wdund there, 
cjuoth my uncle Toby, — ^T'was owing, an' pifcafe 
your Honour, entirely to Count Solmes ;— had 
we drubb'd them foundly at Stcenkirk, they 
would not have fought us at Landen — Polfibly 
not, Trim, — faid my uncle Toby ;— though if 
they have the advantage of a wood, or you give 
them a moment's time to intrench themfclTCS, ■ 
they are a nation which will pop and pop for 
erer at you, — There is nd way but to mi'rch cool- 
ly up to [hem, — receive their fire, and fall in up- 
on Uiem, pell-mell — Ding-dong, added Ttim— 
Horfe and foot, — faid my uncle Toby — Helter- 
fireitcr, faid Trim — Right and left, cried my un- 
cle Toby — Blood and wounds, Ihouted the Cor- 
poral : — the battle raged— Yorick drew his chair 
aliule to one fide for fafcty,and,afteramoment'a ■ 
paufcjiny uncle Toby, finking his voicca note— - 
refumcd the dilcourfc as follows. 
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KING William, laid my uncle Toby, addreff- 
ing biaafelf to Yoricky waa To terribly pro- 
voiced, at Count Solmes, for difobc^ing bis orders, 
that he wuuld notfufiei him to come into his pre- 

fence for many months after. 1 fear, aufwercd 

Yorick, the Squire will be as much provoked at 

the Corporal, as the King at the Count. But 

twould be lingularly hard in this cafe, continued 
lie, if Corporal Trim, who has behaved fo diame- 
trically oppoCte to Count Solmes, Ihould have the 
fate to be rewarded wilh the fame difgrace : — 
too oft, in this world, do things take that train — 
I would fpting a mine, cried my uncle I'oby* 
liCng up, and blow up my fortificationE, and oijr 
houfe with them, and we will peiifti under their 

ruins, ere I would ftand by and fee it. ^Trim. 

dircAed a flight — ^but a grateful bow towards his 
mailer, — and fo the chapter ends. 

CHAP, xxiir. 

— ^Tben, Yorick, replied my uncl« Toby, you 
and I will lead the way abrealt, — and do you. 
Corporal, follow a few paces behind us.— —And 
Sufannah, an' pleafe your Honour, faid Trin>» 

fliall be put in the rear 'Twas an excellent 

difpofitioh i and, in this order, without cither 
drums beating, or colours flying, they marched 
flowly from my uncle Toby's houfe, to Shandy- 
hall. 
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—I wilh, faid Trim,- as tliey entereJ the door, 
— inftead of the fafh-wcights, I had cut oflF the 
church-fpout, aa I once thought to have done. 

You have cut off fpoufs enow, replied To- 

rkk. 

CHAP. XXIV. 

AS many pi£lures as have been given of my " 
father, how like him foevcr in different ai rS ■ 
smd attitudes,— not one, or all of them, can cv e' 
help the reader to any kind of preconception o* 
how my father could think, fpeak. or aft, u pon 
any untried occafion oroccurrenceof life. — There 
was that infinitude of oddities in him, and of 
chances along with it, by which handle he would 
take a thing, — it baffled. Sir, all calculations. — — 
The truth was, his road lay fo vrry near one Hdc, 
from that wherein motl men travelled — -that every ' 
objefi before him prefented a face and feftion of 
itfelf, to hifieye, altogether different from tlie plan 
and elevation, of it feen by: the reft of mankind. — • 
In other words, 'twas a difiercnt objedi,— ^od, in 
conrfe, was di^rently conrideTed. 

This is the true reafon, that my4ear Jenny and 
I^^as well as all the .world be fides us, have fuch e- 

Icrnal fquahhles about nothing She looks at hev r 

Otttlide, — t^at ben in. — How is it pefliblc wc- ji 
fliouid agr» abouthec value i 
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*rT^IS a point fettled, — and I mention it for 
J_ the comfort of } Confucius, who is apt to 
get entangled in telling a plain, ftory, — that pro^ 
vided he keeps along the line of his ftory, he may 
go backwards and forwards as he will,— 'tis Hill 
held to be no digrellion. 

This being premifed, I talie the bene &t ofths 
a^of going backwards myfelf. 



CHAP. XXVI 

FIFTY tboufand pannier loads of devils— 
(not of the archbifhopof Benevcnto's- ■ 

I mean of Rabelais'S' devils) with their tail* 
chopped off by their rumps, could not have. made 
fo diabolical a fcream of it, as I did— when the 
accident befel me : it furamoned up my niotber 
inftantly into the nuriery, — fo that 8ufannaK 
had but juil time to make her efcape down tha 
. backllairs, as my mothe r came up the fore. 

Now, though I was aid wiough to havetold 
lie ftory myfelf, — and young enough, I hope, 
to have done it without malignity ; yet Sufanuah, 
in pafTmg by the kitchen^ fbr^r of accidents^ 
had left it in (hort-band with the cook — the 
cook had told it with a commentary to Jona- . 

t Mr. Shandy isfuppofid to mean *••»• '»•••*, ^ 
Efqi member f<,r •••**% andmi the Chinefe Lt^. 
gidaior. 
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than, and Jonathan lo Obadiah ; fo that by the 
time my father had rung the bell half a dozen 
times, to know what was the matter above,— 
wasObadiah enabled to give him a particular ac- 
count of it, jurt as it had happened. —I. 

thought as much, faid my father, tucking up his 
night-gown ; — and fo walked up flairs. 

One would imagine from this — (ihough for ■ 
my own part I fomewlijt queftion itl- — that my 
father, before that time, had aflu ally wrote that 
remarkable chapter in the Triftra-pedia, which 
to me is tlie molt original and entertaining one 

in the whole book ; and that 13 the chapter 

upon falh windows, with a bitfer Philippick at 
the end of it, upon the forgetfulnefs of chamber- 
maids. — 1 have but two reafons for thinking o- - 
therwlfe. 

Firft, Had thcmatterbeen taken into confide-' 
ration, before the event happened, my father cer- 
tainly would have nailed up the fafli-window 

for good and all; which, con fid ering- -with' 

what difficulty .he compofed bookst — he might 
hare done .with ten times lefs trouble, than he 
could have wrote the cliapter ; this argument, I 
forefee, holds good againft his writing the chap- 
ter, even after the crent i but 'tis obviated under 
the 'fecond reafon, which I have ihe honour to 
offer to the world in fuppSrt of my opinion, that 
itiy father did not -write the chapter upon falii- 
windows and chambej-pots, at the time fuppo- 
fedi — andit is this 

— That in order to render the Triftra-piedi* 
complete, — ^I wrote the chapter myfelf. 
G-6 . . 
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CHAP. XXVUi 

MT father put on his fpc^lacles — looked — 
took them off — put them into the cafe 
~4il in lefs than a ftatutable minute ; and with- 
out opening his tips, turned about, and walked 
precipitately down ftaiis ; my mother imagined 
he liad ftepped down for lint and bafilicon i 
hut &eing him return with a couple of folios un- 
der his arm, and Obadiah following him with & 
large reading delk, llie took it for granted 'twas 
an herbal} and fo drew him a chair to the bcd- 
Cile, that he might confuit upon the cafe at hi& 
cafe. 

—If it be but right done,— faid iny father, 
turning to the fe£lion— de fede vel fubjcfto cir- 
cumcilionie, — for he had brought t^ Spencer ds 
Legibue Hcbixorum Kitualibus — and Nlaimoni- 
des, in ordci to confront and examine us altoge-- 
thei — 

If it be but right done, quoth he — Only 

tell us, cried my mother, interrupting him^ 
Vhatherb^- — For that, replied my father, you. 
muft fend for Dr. Slop. 

My i]90ther,weiit dowHi and my father went 
«ui^ leailing the fe^ion as follows : 



—V-erj well, faid my father, 



nay, if it has that convcnicnce^-^and 
fo without Shopping a mon^ent t,Q fettle it &T& ia. 
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liis mind, whethci the Jews had it from the 
Egyptians, or the Egyptians from the Jews, he 
rofe up, and rubbing his forehead two or three 
times acrofs with the palm of his hand, in the 
manner we rub out the footftepa of care when 
evil has trod lighter upon us than we foreboded> 
—he fliut the book, and walked down Itairs. ' 
Nay, &id he mentioning the name of a different 
great nation upon every Itep as he fct his foot up- 
on it — if the Egiptians,— the Sv&iAtis, — the 
Phoenicians, — the Arabians,— the Cappado- 

ciANs, if the CoLCHi, and Tkoglodyte& 

did it — if Solon and Pythagoras Cubmitted, 

what is Tristram ? Who am I, that I 

ihould fiet or fume one moment about the nut- .. 
ter? 



CHAP. XXVIII. 

DEA^ Yorick, faid my father, fmiling, (for 
Yoiickh^d broke his rank with my uncle 
igD)" in coming through the narrow entry, and 
fe had flept firit into the parlour) — this Tridratn 
of OUTS I find, comes very hardly by all his re- 
ligious rites. — ' — Never was the fonof a Jew,Chri- 
&ian,Tuvk, or Infidel, initiated into them, in fo 

oblique and flgvcnly a manner. But he is no 

worfe, I truft, faid Yorick —^There has been 

certainly, continued my father, the deuce and all 
to do in fome part or other of the Ecliptic, when 
this offspring of mine was formed. — That, you 
»re a better judge of than I, replied Yorick.. 
Aftrologers, quoth my father, know better than 
1JS both :— the trine and fextiie afpefts have jump- 
ed awry, — or the opposite of their afcendaotshavb 
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not hit it, as they ftiould, or the lords of the 

gcnitures. (as they call them) have been at bo- 
peep, — or (bmething has been wrong above or 
below with us.. 

'Tis poffible, anfw-cred Yorick. But is the 

child, cried my uncle Toby, the worfc ? ^Tht! 

Troglodytes fay not, replied my father. And 

your theologifls, Yoricli, tell us — Theologically ? 

("aid Yorick, or fpeaking after the manner of 

• aporhecaries ,' — f ftatefnien ? — or $ waflicr- 



I'm not fure, replied ray father ;— butthejr 

tell us, brother Toby, he's the better for it. ■ 

Provided, Jaid Yorick, you travel him into E- 
gypt. — Of that, anfweied my father, he will have 
the advantage, when he fees the pyramids. 

Now, ev^y word of this, quoth my uncle To- 
by, is Arabic to me. — I wifli, faid Yorick, tVas 
fo— to Jalf the world. 

5 Ilus, continued my father, circumcifcd 

his whole army one morning.-- ^Not without a 

court-martial ? cried my uncle Toby. -^^ Though 
the learned, continued he, (taking no notice of 
my uncle Toby's remark, but turning to Yorick), 

— are greatly divided ftill who Ilus was ; fome 

fay Saturn i.^fome the fupreme Being ; — o- 
thers, no more than a brigadier-general under 
Pharaoh Ncco. — ^Let him be who he will, faid 

* XsXiaM int, (U IiwiBf* araXXM^n, in utttaim icxi-nea. 

PHILO, 

+ T«Tif»»jiii^ T«> itimtrcijrymiTaiit'Mj tn»wii&;ar»o'WI« ■- 
f sMfiSAi •»<*•>' BdcUAmT. 

5 'O IJi« ™i "i)i'« wtj.V»1«- Taut mmrxi »«i fti 
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my uncle Toby, I know not by what article of 
war he could juilify it. 

The controvenills, anfwered my father, affign 
two and twenty different reafona for it. — Others . 
indeed, who have drawn their pens on the oppo- 
fite fide of the queftion, have fliown the world 
the futility of the greateil part of them. But 
then again, our beft polemick divines. — I wifli 
there was not a polemick divine, faid Yorick,- in 
-the kingdom ;— one ounce of pradical divinity 
J3 worth a painted fliip-load of all their Reveren- 
ces have imported thefe fifty years. — Pray, Mr. 
Yorick, quoih my ■ uncle Toby, do teli me what 

a potemii:k . divine is.— 'Ihe bell defcription. 

Captain Shandy, 1 have ever read, is of a couple 
of 'em, replipd Yorickjin thcaccouiit of tbe bat- 
tle foughtTinglehandsbctwixt Cymnall and Cap- 
tain Tripct : which-1 have in my pocket.— I beg 
I may hear it, quoth my uncle Toby earneftly. — 

You (hall, faitl Yorick And as the Corporal 

is waiting for aie at th« door,' — and I know the 
defcription of a batilc will do the poor fellow 

more good than his fupper, 1 beg, brother, 

you'll give him-leave to come in.— With all my 

foul, faid my father.. Trim Came in, credl and 

happy as an emperof : and having (hut the door^ 
Yorick took a book from his right hand coat-poc- 
ket, ^d read, or pretended to read, as follows. 



CHAP. XXiX. 

_y — u- Which wwrds bein^r heard by all the 
' foldiers which were tliere* diversof them be- 
' iiig inwardly terrified, did fiirink back, and 
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« mate room for the afiailant : all this did Gym«- 
" nail TCry well remark and confider J and there- 
*' ioie, making as if he would have alighted 
" from off his horfe, as he was polling himfelf 
« on the mounting fule, he moft nimbi/ (wicli 
*' his (hort fword by his thigh) (hifting his feet 
*' in the llirrupt aad perfoiming the ftiirup-lea- 
*' ther feat, whereby, after the iochning of hi* 
" body downwards, he forthwith launched him- 
*' felf aloft intn the air, and placed both his feet 
*' together upon the faddle, (landing upright,- 
" with his back turned towards his horfc's head, 
« — Now, (faid he) my cafe goes forward. Thea 
(I fuddenly, in the fame polture wherein he was> , 
*' he fetched a gainbol upon one foot, and turn- 
*' ing to the left hand, failed not to carry his 
" body perfe^iy round, juft into his former po^ 
" £tion, .without mifling one jot. Ha ! faid 

*' Tripet, I wili not do that at this time, and 

" not without caufe. Well, faid Gymnaft, I 
*' have failed] — I will undo this leap ; then with 
" a marvellous ftiengthand agility, turning to- 
« wudsthe right-hand, he fetched another frifk- 
" ii^g gambol as before ; which done, he fethis 
'* right-hand thumb upon the bow of the faddle, 
«< raifcd himfelf up, a^ fprung into the air, 
•< poi&ng and upholding his whole weight upon 
« the mufcle aud nerve of the faid thumb, and 
" fo turned and whirled lumfelf about thrtje 
"times: at the fourth, revcrfing his body, and 
*< overturning it upiide down, and forellde back, 
'< without touching any thing, he brought him- 
" felf betwixt the horfe's two ears, and then gi- 
" ving himfelf a jerking ftviog, he feated lumfelf. . 
■*< uppa the crupper. 
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[This can't be fighting, faid my uncle Toby.— 
The Corporal fhootc his head at it. — Have pati- 
ence, faid YoTick.j 

" Then ( Tripet) pafs'd his light leg OTCr 
" his fiddle, and placed himfclf en croup. ■ ' ■ ■ 
** BuC, faid he, 'twere better for me to get into 
** the {addle ) then putting the thumbs of both 
** hands upon the crupper before him, and there^ 
** upon leaning hifhfelf, as upon the only fup- 
•• porters of his body, he incontinently turned 
*' heels over head in the air, and ftraight found 
" himfclf betwixt the bow and the faddtc, in a to- 
*< lerable feat j then fpringtng into the air with 
*< a fummer£:t,he turned him about like awind- 
" mill, and made about an hundred frifks, tums> 

" and demipommadas." -GoodGod I cried 

Trim, lofing all patience — onehome thruft of a 

bayonet is worth it all. 1 think fo too, replied 

Yorick. 

I am of a contrary opinion, quoth my father. 



CHAP. XXX. 

. No,- ■! think I have advanced nothing, 

replied my father, making anfwer to a quelUon 
which Yorick had taken the liberty to put to 
him- ■ - I have advanced nothing in the Triftra- 
pedia, but what is as clear aa any one propofition 

in Euclid. Reach me, Trim, that book from 

off the fcrutoire : it has oft-times been in my 

mindi continued my father, to have read i: over, 
both to you, lYoricit, and to my brother J'oby ; 
and I think it a little unfriendly in myfelii in not 
luving done it long ago — fhall we have » 
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fhort chaptcror two now, and a chapter ov 

two hereafter, as occafions ferve, and fo on, till 
we get through the whole ? — My uncle Toby antl 
Yorick made the obeifance which was proper j 
and the Corporal, though he was not included in 
the compliment, laid his hand upon his breaft, 

and made his bow at the fame time. ^The 

company fmiled. Trim, quoth my father, has 
paid the full price for ftaying out the entertain ■ 
meiit. — He did not fcem to reltfii the play, replied 
Yorick. — T was a Tom- foolbattle, an* pleafe youv 
Reverence, of Captain Tripet's and that other offi- 
cer, making fo many fiimnierfeis as they advan.- 
ccd ; — the French come on capering now am; 
then in that way, — but not quite fo much. 

My uncle Tobjf never felt the confcioufnefs of 
his cxiftence with more complacency, than wha 
the Corporal's, and his own refle^lions, made hirr 
do at that moment; — he'lighted his pipe, — YoricV 

■ drew his chair clofer to the table, — Trim fnuffV 

■ the candle, — my father ftirr'd up the fire — took 
up the book— cough'd twice, and began. 

CHAP. XXXI. 

r'TpHE firft thirty pages, faid my father, turn- 
j^ ing over the leaves — are a little dry ; and 
as they are not clofcly conn:6:ed with the fub- 
jeft, — for the prefent we'll pafs them by : 'tis t 
. prefatory introduflion, continued my father, oi 
an introdudlory preface {for 1 am not determined 
which name to give it) upon political or civil 
government; the foundation of which being laid 
in the firll conjun^ion betwist male and femai7« 
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for procreation uf the fpecies 1 was in- 

Tenfibly led into it. ^— Twaa natural, faid 

Yorick. 

The original of fociety, continued my father, 
I'm fatisficd, is what Politian tells us, i. e. mere- 
ly conjugal, and nothing more than the getting 

together of one man and one woman ; to 

which, (according to He&od] the philornpher 
adds a ferwant :— — but fuppofing, in the firft be- 
ginning, there were no men fervants born— -he 
lays the foundation of it, in a man, — a woman, 
—and a buJl.— — I believe 'tis an ox, quoih Yo- 
ricb, quoting the paflage { ><h> ^i> <r<«'i.rf r»- 
w>f '^ ^ t' MfSkf ) 'A bull mult have given 

more trouble than his head was worth. But 

there is a better reafon ftill, faid my father, (dip- 
ping his pen into his ink) ; for the ox being the 
moS patient of animals, and the moft ufefulv 
M'ithal in tilling the ground for their nourifh- 
mcnt was the propereil inftrument, and em- 
blem too, for the new joined couple, that the 
creation could have afTociatcd with them. And 
there is a (Ironger reafon, added my uncle Toby, 

than them all for the ox My father had not 

power to take his pen out of his ink-horn, till 
hehad heard my uncle Toby's reafon — For, when 
the ground was tilled, faid my uncli; Toby, and 
made worth inclofing, then they began to fecure 
it by walls and ditches, which was the origin 
of fortification. — True, true, dear Toby, cried 
my father, linking out the bull, and putting the 
OK in his place. 

My father gave Trim a nod lo fnuff the candle, 
and rcfumed his difcourfe. 

-I enter upon this fpeculation, faid my fa- 
ther carelefaly, and half {hutting the book, as 
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he went on, — merely to (how the foundation of 
the D^itural relation between a father and hi» 
child ; the right and jurifdiftion over whom he 
acquires thefe fcveral ways : — 

ill, by marriage. 

2d, l^ adoption. 

3d, by legitimation. 

And, 4th, by procreation ; ail which I confi. 
dcr in their order. 

I lay a flight ftrefs upon one of them, replied 
Yorick — The a£t, efpecially wlwrc it ends there, 
in roy opinion, layj as little obligation upon the 

child as it conveys power to the father. You 

arc wrong, faid my father argwcly, and for 

this plain reifon •♦•»•»••« 



—I own, added my father, that the odsprjagj 
upon this account, it not lb under the power and 

jurifdiflion of the mother.— — But the reaibn* 

replied Yorick, equally holds good for her — She 
is under authority herfelf, faid my father j-— and 
hefides, continued my father, nodding his head, 
and laying his finger upon the (ideofhis nofe, 
as he adigiied his reafon — fhe is not the principal 
agent Yorick — In what ? quoth my uncle Toby, 
(topping his pipe Though by all means, add- 
ed my father, (not attending to my uncle Toby) 
" The fon ought to pay her rcfpei£l," as you may 
read, Yorick, at large, in the firll tx>ok of the la- 
ftitotes of Jufttnian, at tlie eleventh title and the- 
tcnth feftion. — I can read it as well, replied Ya»- 
rick, ia the Catcchifm. 
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CHAP. SXXII. 



r"|'lIUM can repeat CTcry word -of it bjr heaxi, 

I quoth my uncle Toby^— f u^ I faid mj 
fetber, not earing to be interrupted with Trim's 
flying his Citechifm. — He can upon my honour, 
'replied my uncle Toby— a(k him Mr. Torick 
any queltion you plcafe.— 

— ^The fifth Commandment, Trim {aid 

Yorick, fpeaking mildly and with a gentle nod, 
as to a modeft Catechumen. The Corporal ftood 
filent. — You don't alk him right, faid my uncle 
Toby, raifing his voice and giving it rapidly like 
the word of command ;^—— The fifth — cried my 

uncle Toby, 1 muit begin with the firft, an' 

pleafe your Honour, faid the Corporal^ — 

— Yorick could not forbear fmiling. Your 

Keverence does not confider, faid the Corporal, 
jbojld. ring his ftick hke a mulket, and marching 
into the middle of the room, to illuftrstc his po- 
rtion, — that 'tis exadlly the fame thing as 4oiDg 
one's eicrcife in the field. 

** Join your right hand to your firelock," cried 
ihc Corporal, giving the word of command, and 
performing the motion— 

*' Poife your firelock," cried the Corporal, do- 
ing the duty AiU of both adjutant and private 
man— — 

" Reft yoBr firelock ;" — one motion, an' pleafe 
your Reverence, you fee, leads into another.—— 
If his Honour will begin but with the firft— 

The first — cried my uncle Toby, fetting his 
hand upon hia fide • • • • * • 
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The sfcond— cried my uncle Toby, waving 
Ilia tobacco pipe as he would have done his 
fword at the head of a regiment. — The Corporal 
went through his manual with exai^tncfs ; and 
having honoured his father and mother made a 
low bow, and fell bacic to the lide of the room. 

Every thing in this world, faid my father, is 
big with jefl, — and has wit in it, and inftruftion 
too — if we can but find it out. 

—Here is the fcaflbld-work of instruction, 
its true p<»nt of folly without the building be- 
hind it. — 

— Here is the glafs for pedagogues, precep-' 
tors, tutor*, governors, gerund grinders, and 
bcar-lcaders to view themfelves in, in their true 
dimenfions. — 

Oh ! there is a hulk and {hell, Yortck, which 
grows up with learning, which their unfkilfulnefs 
knows not how to fling away ! 

Sciences mat be learned bt rote, 
BDT Wisdom not. 

Vorick thought my father infpired.— I will en- 
ter into obligations this moment, faid my father, 
to lay out all my aunt Dinah's legacy in charitable 
ufes, (of which, by the bye, my father had no 
high opinion), if the Corporal has any one deter- 
minate idea annexed to any one -word he has re- 
peated. — Prithee, Trim quoih my father, lutn- 
ing round to him, — What do'rt thou mean, by. 
« honouring thy father and niolher ?" 

Allowing them, an' plcufe your Honour, three 
halfpence a day out of my pay, when they grow 
old.— — And didft thou do that, Trim ? faid Yo- 
rick. — He did, indeed, replied jny uncle Toby— 
■Then, Trim, faid YoriCk, fptinging out of his 
chair, and taking the Corporal by the hand,-thoa 
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flit the bell commentator upon that part of the 
Decalogue ; and I honour thee more for it, Cor- 
poral Trim, than if thou hadll had a band in tlie. 
'r-i 1 :4.r.if 



CHAP. XXXIII. 

O BLESSED health ! cried my father, mak- 
ing an exclamation, as he turned over the 
leaves lo the next chapter, — thou art above all 
gold and iTCafurc ; 'tis thou who enlarge!^ the 
foul, — and openeft all its powers to receive in- 
ftrudlion, and to relifli virtue. — He that has thee, 
has little more to wifli for ; — and he that is fo 

vretcl>ed as to want thee, wants every thing 

with thee 

I have concentrated all that can be faid upon 
tbis important head, faid my father, into very 
little room, therefore we'll read the chapter quite 
through. 

My father read as follows: 

*' The wliole fecret of health depending upon 
" the due contention for maftery betwixt the 
« radical heat and the radical moiiture" You 
have proved that matter of fjfl, I fuppofe, above, 
faid Yorick.— Sufficiently, replied ray father. 

In faying this, my father ihut the book, 
not as if he rcfolved to read no more of it, for he 
kept his forefinger in the chapter 1 pot peitifb- 

ly» for he fhut the book flowly : his thumb 

refling, when he had done it, upon the upper 
fide of the cover, as his three fingers fupponed 
the lower fide of it, witliout the leaft conipret- 
fiv e . V iole nee - ■ ■ 
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[ have demonftratcd die truth of that pointy 
quoth my, father, nodding to Torick, moft fuffi- 
cientlyin the preceding chapter- 

Novi could the man in the moon be told, that 
m. man in the earth had wrote a chapter fufHci- 
eatlj dcmonflrating, That the iccrct of all health 
depended upon the due contention for maftcry 
betwixt the radical heat and radical moifture, — 
and that he had managed the point fo well, that 
there was not one fingle word, wet or dry, upon 
radical heat oi radical moidure, throughout the 
whole chapter, — or a fmgle fyllable in it, pro or 
con, direftly or indirectly, upon the contention 
betwixt thefe two powers in any part of the ani- 
mal cccononiy 

" O thou eternal Maker of all beings !" — he 
vould cry, ftriking hbbreafl with his right band, 
(in cafe he had one) — « Thou whofe power and 
" goodnefs can enlarge the faculties of thy crca- 
" turca to this infinite degree of excellence and 

'« perfertion, ^What have we Moonites 

" done ?" 



CHAP. XXXI V. 

WITH two ftrofces, the one at Hippocrates, 
the other at Lord Verulam, did my father 
achieve it. 

TTie ftrolcc at the prince of phyficians, with 
which he began, was no more than a (hort 
infult upon his fonowful complaint of the An 

longa and Vita brcvis. Life (hort, cried 

my father and the art of healing tedious ! And 
who are we to thank for both the one and the 
other, but the ignorance of'quacks themfeWes, 
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— aod the ftage loads of chymical nollnims, and 
pcripatetlck lumber, with which, in all ages, thejr 
have fiill llatter'd the world, and at lad deceived 
it i i 

— O. my lord Vcrulam ! cried my father, turn- 
ing from Hippocrates, and making his fecond 
Itrolte at him, as the principal of noHrum-mon- 
■gersy and thefittell to be made an example of to 
wie reft, — What (hall. I fay to thee, mygreatlord 
Venilam ! What ihall I lay to thy internal ipiric 
— thy opiumj--^tl^ falt-pctre, — thy greafy unfiion 
— diy daily fUTge3,-^tby nightly glillers, — 'and 
iucccdaneums ? 

—My father wjis never at a lofs what to fay to 
tny man, upon any fubje^ ; and had the leal): oc- 
'Cafion for the exordium of any man breathing : 
how he d^alt with his Lordfliip's opinion,— you 
Aail fceii — but when — 1 Jtnow not: — we mull 
£rlt fee wl^u his Lordlhip's opinion was. 



CHAP. XXXV. 

"** r I 'HE two great curies which confpire witk 
^' X. ^'"^^ other to ftiortfin life, fays lord Ve- 
« lulam, are, firft-— — 

" The internal Ipiiit, .which, like a gentle 
" Same, waftes the body down to death : — ■■ n 
" And fecondly, the external air, that parches 
" the body up to aflics :— --which two enemies 
*< attaclting us on both fides of our bodies to. 
" gethcr, at length deltroy our organs, and ren- 
** der them unfit to carrr on the functions of 
"life." 

This being the ftate of the cafe, the road to 
longevity waa plain; nothing more being re> 

Vol. 11. H 
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quired, fays his Lordfhip, but to repair the vaftc 
committed by the iutcrual fplrit, by making the 
iubHance of it more thick and dcafc, by a regu. 
lai courfe of opiates on one fide, and by rfcfri- 
gerating the beat of it on the other, by three grains 
and a half of fahpetrc every moTiiiiig before you 
get up 

Still this frame of ours was left ezpofcd to the 
inimical afliiults of the air -without ; ' b ut this 
was fenced oS again by a courfe of greafy unc 
tioQS, which fo fully faturated the pores of the 
ikin, that no fpicula could enter ; nor could 

any one get out. This put a (top to all peii(pi. 

ration, fcnfible and infenfible ; which being the 
caufc of fb many fcuivy diftempers— ^a courfe of 
gliflcrs was rcquifite to carry off redundant hu- 
mours—and render thefipAetn complete. 

What my father had to fay to my lord of Vc- 
Tulam's opiates, his faltpeiie and greafy un^tont^ 
and gliflerS) you ihall read,— but not to-day— or 
to-morrow; time preflcs upon me— Jiiy reader is 
impatient- — I mud get forwards.— You fliall read 
the chapter at your leifure, (if you choofe it) a* 
foon as ever the TriftTa-pxdia is publtflied. 

5ufficeth it at prefent, to fay, my father level- 
led the hypothe£s with'the ground,and, in doing 
that, the learned know, he built up and eftabljlb- 
ed hie own. 

CHAP. XXXVL 

THE whole fecret ef health, faid my father* 
beginning the fentence again, depending 
evidently upon the due contention betwixt the 
xadical heat and radical moillure within us : 
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—the lead imaginable Jkill had been fufGcient to 
have maiutaincd it, had sot the &hoolmen conr 
founded the taBc, mcrcl7 (as Van Helmont, the 
famous -chimin, has proved) by all along mifta- 
king the radical moiliure for tlie tallow and fat 
of animal bodies. 

Now, the xadical moiflare is not the tallow or 
fat of animals, but an oily and balfamous fub- 
fiance; for the fat and tallow, as alfo the phlegm 
or watery pans, are cold -, whereas the oily and bal- 
famous parts are of a lively heat andfpirit : which 
accounts for the obfervation of Ariftotle, " Quod 
' omne animal poft coitum eft trifte," 

Now it is certain that the radical heat lives in. 
ihe radical molfture i but whether vice vcifa, is a 
doubt : however, when the one decays, the other 
decays alfo ; and then is produced, either an un^ 
natural heat which caufes an unnatural drynefs 
— 4r an unnatural moiilure, which caufes drop- 
lies. — So that if a child, as he grows up, can be 
-but taught to avoid running into 6re or water, as 
■either of them threaten his deftru^ion, — 'twill 
he all that is needful to be done upon that head-~ 

CHAP. XXXVII. 

THE defcrlption of the fiege of Jericho itfeli; 
could not have engaged the attention of 
my uncle Toby more powerfuBy than the laft 
xhapter;— his e.ycs were fixed upon my father^ 

throughout it ; he never mentioned radical 

heat and radical moiilure, but my uncle Toby 

took his pipe out of his month, and. flioolc his 

headi and as foon as the chapter was finiOicd, 

Ha 
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he bectoncd to the Corpcttal to come dofe to hU 
cliair, toaik liim the following qBeltion' " 

afide-'-^ ■ •«•••• 

•**••*. It was atthe 
liege of Litneridc, an* pleafe your honour repticd 
the Corporal, making a bow. 

The poor fellow and I, quoth my uncle Toby, 
a'ddreRing himfelf to tny father, were fcarcc able 
tocrawl out ofour tents, at the time the Gege of 
Limerick was raifed, upon the very account you 

mention. Now, what can have got into that 

precious noddle of thine, my dear brother Toby ? 
cried my father, tncntally. — By hearren ! conti- 
nued he, communing ftill with himfclf, it vonid 
puzzle an Oedipus to bring it in point. 

I believe, an' pleafe ydur honour, quoth ths 
Corporal, that if it had not been for the quantity 
df brandy wc fct fire to creiy night, and the 
claret tnd cinnamon with which I plied yourho- 
nour ofF ; — and the geneva, Trim, added my 
ilnclc Toby, which did U6 more good than all.~- 
IveHly believe, continued the Corporal, we iiad 
tdth, an' fleafe your honour, left our lives in 
thelrenches, and been buried in them too. ■ — 
The nobleft grave. Corporal ! cried my uncle 
1 oby, his eyes fparkling as he fpoke, that a foi- 
dier could wifh to ly down in. But a pitiful 
^eath for him ! Hn' pleafe yo'ur honor, replied the 
Cor^ral. 

All this wai9 (is much Arabic tomyf^cTi'^B 
jthe rites of the Colchi anil Troglodytes had been 
rbefore to niy Uncle Toby ; my father could not 
determine whether he Was to frown or fmilc. 

My uncle Toby, tutning to JoricV, rcfomed 
the cafe at limerick, faore intelligibly than be 
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Jiad begun it, — and fo fettled the point for my fa- 
ster at once. 



CHAP, xxsvin. 

TT Wis undoubtedly, fald my unole Toby, 
I a great happinefs to myftlF and the Corporal, 
uut we hiid alt along a burning fever attended 
with a moft raging thirft, during the whole five 
and twenty daya the flux was upon us in the 
camp; otherwife, what my brother calls the ra-. 
dical moifture, rauft, as I conceive it, inevitably 
have got the better. - ■ M'y father drew in his 
lungs topful of air, and looking up, blew it forth 
again as flowly as he polBbly could. — ■ 
-It was heaven's mercy t 



ed my uncle Toby, wliieh put it into the Corpo- 
xal's head, to maintain that due contention be* 
twee n the radical heat and the radical moiftur?; 
by reinforcing the fever, as he did all along with 
hot wines and fpices j whereby the Corpora! kept 
Op (as it were) a continual firing, fo that t!)c ra- 
dical heat ftood its ground from the beginning ta 
the end; and was a fair match for the moidure, . 

terrible as it was ■ ■ — - -— — ■ Upon my honuur, 

added my uncle Toby> you might have heard the 

contention within our bodies, Brother Shandy, 

twenty toifes — If there was no firing, faid Yorick. 

Well — faid my father, with a full afpiration, 

and paufing a while after the word Was I a 

judge, and the laws of the country which made 
me one, permitted it, I would eoodemn fome of 
the woril malefaflors, provided they had had 

their clergy Yorick forefec- 

ing the fentence was likely to end with no fort of 

mercy, laid his hand upon my father's breaft, and 

Google 
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begged he would refpite it for a few mimiteSitiB 
he aflced the Corporal a queftion — Prithee, Trim, 
faid Torick, without Haying for my father's IcaTC 
—tell us honelUy — what is thy opinion concern- 
ing this fclf fame radical beat and radical moi> 
fture^? 

With humble fubmifliQn to his honour's bet- 
ter judgement, quoth the Corpora), making a bow 
to my uncle Toby— Speak thy opinion freely, 
Corporal, faid my uncle Toby.— The poor fellow 
is my fcrvant — not my flave,— added my uncle 
Toby, turning to my father. 

The Corporal put his hat under his left arm, 
and with his Hick hanging upon the wrifl of it, 
by a black thong fplit into a taffel about the knot, 
he marched up to the ground where he had per- 
formed his catechifm ; then touching his under 
iaw with the thumb and lingers of hie right hand 
before he opened his mouth,-~he delivered hit 
notion thus. 

CHAP. XXXIX. 

JUST as the Corporal was hemming to be- 
gin — in waddled Dr. Slop — 'Tis not two- 
pence matter— the Corporal fliall go on is the 
next chapter, let who will come in.— 

Well, my good doctor, cried my father, fpor- 
ttvely, for the iranfitions of his pallions were un- 
unaccountably fudden, — and what has this whelp, 
of mine to fay to the matter ? 

Had my father been asking after the amputa- 
tion of the tail of a puppy dog— he could not 
have done it in a more carelefs air : the fyltcm 
which Dr Slop had laid down, to treat the ac- 
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eldem by, no way allowing of fuch a mode of in- 
quiry. He fat down. 

Pray, Sir, quoth my uncle Toby, in a man- 
ner wnich could not go unanfwercd, — In what 
condition is the boy ?— 'Twill end in a phimoGsi 
leplici) Dr. Slop.' 

I am no wifer than I was, quoth my uncltf 
Toby, — returning his pipe into his mouth.—— 
Then let ihs Corporal go on,.faid my father^ 

with his medical leflure The Corporal 

made a how to his oldfriend, Dr: Slop,, and then 
_ d^lirered hi» opini«nft concerning radical heat 
and radical .moid u re, in the following words.- 

CHAP. SI.- 

PT^HE city of Limerick, the fiege of whicK 
I was begun under his ntajefly king William 
tirafelf, the year after I went into the army — 
lies, an' pleafe your Honoure, in the middle of a 
devilifli wefj fwampy country.— Tis quite fur- 
rounded, faid my uncle Toby, with the Shan- 
non', and is, by its fiiuationf one of the ftrong- 
eft fortified placesin Ireland. 

I think this is a new fafhion, quoth Dr. Slop, , 
of beginning z medical leflure-^-^'Tis all 
true, anfwcred Trim. — Then I wifh the factitry 
would follow the cut of it, faid Torick.— Tis all 
cut through, an' pJcafe your Reverence, faid the 
Corpora], with drains and bogs i and bcfidcs, 
there was fuch a quantity of rain fell duringthc 
fiege, the whole country was like a puddle :— 
'twas that and nothing elfe, which brought on 
the flux, and which had like to have killed both 
his Honour and myfelf. Now there was no fuch 
tbingi aftfrthe Erik ten days, continued the Cor- 
H4 
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poral, for a foldicr to ly dry in his tent, without 
cutting a ditch round it, to draw off the water; 
—nor was that enough for thofc who could af- 
ford it, as his Hononr could, without fctting fit* 
pvery night to a pewter dift full of brandy, which 
took off the damp of the air, and made the In. 
fide of the tent as warm as a hme. — 

And what concluiion doft thon dii-w, Corpo- 
ral Trim, cried my father, from all thefe premi- 
fcs ? 

I infer, an' pleafc your Worffliipj replied TriiM^ 
that the radical moilttire is nothing in the world 
butditch water— and that thcrbdicalheatofthore 
who can go to the cjpence of it, is burnt bran- 
dy : — the radical heat and moifture of a private 
man, an' pleafe your Honours, is nothing but 
ditch-water and a dram of geneva-~and give 
us but enough of it, Viihapipe of tobacco, to. 
give us fpirits, and drive away the vapours,— w% 
know not what it is to fear death. 
' I am at a lofs. Captain Shandy, quoth Dodor 
Slop, to determine in which branch of learning 
your fervant Ihines mod, whether in phyfiology^ 

or divinity. Slop had not foi^ot Trim's comi 

ment upon the fermon.-— - 

It is but an hour ago, replied Yorick, (ince the 
Corporal was examined in the latter, and pafled 
mufier with great honour.—— 

The radical heat and moiftare, quoth Dr. Slop, 
turning to my father, you muft know, is the 
bafis and foundation of our being,— aa the root 
of a tree is the fource and principle of its yc- 

getation. It is inhetent m the feeds 6i 

all animals, and may be preferved futidry ways, 
but principally, in my opinio^, by conftib- 
ftantials, imprimcnts, andoccludcrtts. — ' — •■ ■ » n - 
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Now this poor fellow, continued Dr. Slop, point- 
ing to tha Corporal, lias haJ the misfortune to 
have heard fome fupcrficial cmpirick difcourfs 

upon this nice point —— That he has, — 

faid my father. Very likely, iaid my uncle 

I 'm fare of it, — quoth Yorick. 



CHAP. XLL- 

DOCTORSlop being called out to loolcTt a 
cataplafm he had ordered,' it gave my fa- 
tier an opportunity of going on with another 

chapter in the Triftra-piedia Come! — chcjr 

up, my lads ; I'll fhow you land- for when 

we have tugged through that chapter, the book 
{hall not be opened again this twelvemonth.— « 
Huzza I— — 



CHAP. XLII. 

FIVE years with a bib under his- 
chin; 
Four years in travelling from Chrift-crofs-row 
to Malachi ; 

A year and a half in.leamiRg to writebis own' 
name j 

Seren long years and more ™rtn.ing [[, at 
Greek and Latin ; 

Four years at his probations and his negations 

-^ the fine ftatuc ftiU lying-in the middle of 

the marble block, and nothing done, but his 

tools fliarpened to hew it out I ■ . iTis-a pi- 

tcou3 delay ! Was not the gteat Julias Scali. 

H 5 
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g«i within an ace of never getting his tools fhar- 
pencd at all ?■ ... Forty-four yenrs old was 
he befoTC he could manage his Greek ; ■ ■ and 
Peter Damianus, loTd.bifhop ofOftia> as all the 
world knows, could not fo much as read, when 

he was of man's cftate AndBaldus 

Iunifelf,as eminent as he turned out after, en< 
ttred upon the law fo late in life, that every bo- 
dy imagined he intended to be an advocate in the 
other world. — ^No wonder, when Hudamidag, the 
fon of Archidamas, heard Senocrates at feventy-. 
five difputing about wifdom, that he atked grave- 
iy, — .. — If the old man be yet difputing and in- 
quiring concerning wifdom, — what time will be 
liave to make ufe of it i 

- Yorickliftencdto my father with great atten- 
tion; there was a feafoning of wifdom unac- 
countably mixed up with his ftrangeft whimSi 
and he had fometimes fuch illuminations in the 
darkeft of his eclipfes, as almoft atoned for them: 
—be wary. Sir, when you imitate him. 

I am convinced, Yorick, continued my father, 
half reading and half difbouifing, that there is 
a north-weft paSage to the intelledual world; 
and that the foul, of m^n has fborter ways-of 
going to work, in furniQiing itfelf with know* 
kdg? and inftru£lion, than^we generally take 

with it. But, alack ! all fields have not . 

a riv« or a fpring running beCdc them; , 
every child, Yoiick ! has not a parent to point it. 
out. 

^The whole. entirely depends,, added my 

father, in a low voice, upon the auxiliary Terbs^ 
Mr. Yorick. 

Had Yorick trod uponVirgirfl fnake, he could 
not have looked more furp tifed--^Jl am fur- 
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prifed too, cried my father, obfenriag it ; ■■ — 
and I reckon it as.one of the greatell calamities 
whichever befelthe rcpublick of Jetrers, That 
thofc who have been intruded with thc.education 
of our children, and whofc bufinefs it was to open 
their minds, and flock them earlf with ideas, in 
order to fet the imagination loofe' upon them, 
have made fo little ute of the auxiliary verbs ia 
doing itr as they have done. — So that, ex- 
cept Raymond, Luitius, and the elder Pelegrini, 
thebll of which arrived to fuch a perfeflion in the 
ufe of 'em^ with his topickg, ^hat, in a few lef- ' 
fons, he could teach a young gent^man to dif- 
courfe with plaulibility upon any fubjefl, pro and 
con, andtofay ^ndwrite aU that could be fpo- 
kcn'or written'conceming it, without blotting a 
vord, to the admiration 'of all who beheld him 

1 fliould be glad, faid Yoriclc, interrupting 

my father^ to be - mad&' to comp^hend this mat- - 
ter — Yourfliall) faid^my father. 

Th^ bigheft Aretch of improvement a Tingle ' 
word-i»:-capab1o« of, i»-a hi^ metaphor, — for ' 
which, in my opinioh ; the idea is generally the 
worfe, and not -the better ; ■■■ b ut be that as it 
may, — when the mind has done that with it 
there is an end,- — —the mind and theidea are at 
reft^untila fecond idea enters,— >andfo on. - 

Now the ufe of the Auxiliaries, is, at once to 
fet the foul a-going by herfelf upon the materials, 
a* they are brought her ; and; by the verfability 
of this great engine, round which they arc twift*- 
ed, to open new trafis of enquiry, and make eve- 
ry idea ingender millions. 

You excite my curiofitj greatly, faid Yorick. 

For my own part, quoth my uncle Toby, I ' 
h«r«.giicnit up.— — TheDane«,aii'pleafc yow ■ 
H 6 
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Ilonout', quoth the Corporal, who were- onthc 
left at the ficge of Limerick, were ^11 auxiltaiics.. 

■ And very good onea, faid my uncte Toby. 

——And your Honour roul'd with them — cap- 
tains with captains very well faid the Corporal.. 

^— But the auxiliaries, Trim, tny brother is> 
talking about, anfwejed my unde Toby, I COfli- 
crive to be different things. 
— You do ? faid my father, rilkig up... 



CHAP. XLIIL 

MT father took a fingle turn acrofs the room,-., 
then fatdowQ and BmCbed the chapter. — 
The Verbs auxiliary we arc concerned in here,, 
coiitinued my father, are, am i Was ; have ; had ; . 
do; did; make; made; fu^r ; ihaH; fhould}- 
will ; would ; can ; could ; Owe ; ought ; ufcd,OT 
is wont. And thefc varied with tenfes, prefent, 
paft, future ; and conjugated with the verb See — 
or.with theie qucftions added to tfacm«— Is it? 
Was it? WillJtbc? Wouldit he,? Mxyitbc? 
Might it be ? And thcfc again put negatively— 
Is it not ? Was it not ? Ought,it not ?-h-Or affino- 
atively — It is ; It was ; It ought to be. Or chro- 
tiologically-^ias it been always? Lately ? Hdw 
long ago ? — Or hypothctically— If it .was; If it 
was not; — ^What would follow ?■■ ' I f the 
French flioidd beat the EngUfh? — If:thc Sun gs 
out of the Zodiac? 

Now, by ^e right ufe alid application of tbefe, 
-continued my father, in whichacbiH'a menJmy 
ihould-be exeicifcd, there is no one idea can en- 
ter his brain, how barren foerer, but a magazine 
o£ concoptiona aati cohchiConsmay .be rfrawa. 
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forthfromit,— Didftthou ever fee a white bear? 
cried my father,- turniag his head round to Trimj 

Twho flood at ihe.back of his chair : No, an' 

plcafeyour Ilooour, replied the Corporal. — But 
thoucouldft difcoiirfe about one, Trim, faid my 
father, in cafe of need f — How is it pofliblc, 
brother, quoth my uncle Toby, if the Corporal 
never faw one ?— Tiathefaft i want, replied my 
father; and the pollibilicy of itis as follows: 

A WHITE bear! Very welt. — Have I ever 
fcen one ? Might I ever, have fcen one ? — Am I 
ever to fee one ? . Ought I ever to have feen one ? 
Or, can I,«ver fee one i 

Would I had feen a white bear ! (for how can 
I imagine it ?j 

If 1 rtiould fee a white bear, what fliould I fay J 
If I fhould never fee a white bear, what Ihcn i 

If I never have, can, mull,, or fliall fee a white 
bear alive; have lever fcen the (tin of one ? Did 
I ever fee one painted f — defcribed ? Have I never - 
(Ircamcd of one ?. 

Did my father, mother, uncle, aunt, brothers 
or fillers, ever fee a white bear ? What would 
they give ? How would they behave ? How would 
the white bear have behaved ?Is he wild ? Tame? 
Terrible ? Rough i Smooth ? 

— Is the white bear worth feeing ? 

—Is there no fin in it f 
—Is it better than a black one ? 

End of tlie Fifth Book. 
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GHAP I. 

'W'W TE'LL not ftop two moatents, my 

^J^y dear Sir,— only, as v/e have got 
• '■ throughth^fe fire'volunies,(do,Sir, 
fit down upon a feat — they are better than no- 
thing) let us juft look back upon the country we 
have pafled through- ■- • 

What a wildcrnefs has it been ! and what a 
mercy that we have not both of us been loll, or 
devoured by wild beafts in it ! 

Did you think the world itfelf, Sir, had con- 
tained fuch a number of Jack AiTcs ?— How they 
view'd and levicw'd us as wc pafied over the rivu- 
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let at the bottom of that little valley ! — and when 
we climbed over that hill, and were jull getting 
out of fight— good God ! what a braying did 
thejr all fct up together ( 

— Prithee, Shepherd, who keeps all thefe Jack 
AiTes ? • • • 

—Heaven be their comforter — ^What ! are they, 
never curried ? — Arc they never taken in in win- 
ter ? — Bray — bray — bray, Bray on, — the world . 
is deeply your debtor; — louder ftill — that's no- 
thing i — in good footh, you are ill ufed :— Was 1 1 
aJackAfsjl folemnly declare, I would bray iQ-i 
G-fol-re-ut from morning, even unto night. . 



CHAP. II. . 

WHEN my father had danced his white bear- 
backwards and forwards through half a 
dozen pages, he clofed the book for good and all, . 
—and in a kind of triumph redeltvercd it into 
Trim's hand, with a nod to lay it upon the fcru- 
toire where he found it. 

Triftram, faid he, (ball be made te conjugate 
every word in the diftionary, backwards and for- - 
wards in the fame way : — 'cvery word, Yorick, by 
thiti means, you fee* ia converted into a theGs or 
an hypothefis ; — every thefis and hypotheGs bave . 
an offspring of propofitions. }- and eachptopofi- 
tionJias its own-confcqucnces and concJufions ; — - 
every oneof which leade the mind on a^in, into 
frelhtra£lsofenquiriesanddoubtiDgs.^-The force 
of this- engine, added my father, is incrediMe,an 
opening a child's head.— 'Tis enough, brother 
Shandy, cried my uncle Toljyjp.toburlJ; it loco a. 
thoufand fplinters. -^ . 
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I prefbme, faid Torick, fmiling, — it muft be 
owing to this, — (for, let logicians fay what they 
will, it is not to be accounted for fufficiently 
from the bare ufe of the ten predicaments)— ^ . 
that the famous VinCcnt Quirino, amongft the 
many other aftonifhing feats of hia childhood, of 
which the Cardinal Bcmbo has given the world 
fo exaft a ftory — (hould be able to pafte up, in thtt 
publick fchools at Rome, fo early as in the eighth 
y^rofhisage, no Icfs than four thoufand five 
hundred and fixty different Ihefes, upon the 
iboft abdrule points of the moft abdriifc theolo- 
gy i^alid to defend and maintain them in fuch 
fqrt, as to cramp and dumfound his opponents— 
— ^What is that, cried my father, to what is told 
a of Alphonfus Todatus, who, almofl: in his 
nurfe's arms, learned all the fcicnccs and liberal 
arts, without being taught any one of them ?. 
What (hall we fay of the great Pcirefkius ?— — 
That's the very man, cried my uncle Toby, I 
once told you of, brother Shandy, who walked a 
matter or five hundred miles, reckoning from 
Paris to Scheveling, and from Scheveting back, 
again, merely to fee Stevinus's flying chariot. ^-— 
He was a very great man I added my uncle To- 
by, (meaning Stcrinus) He was fo bro- 
ther Toby, faid my father, (meaning Peirefkius) 
—and had multiplied his ideas fo faft, and in- 
creafed his knowledge to fuch a prcidigious ftock, 
that, if we may giVe credit to an anecdote con- 
cerning him, which we cannot withhold here, 
without (baking the authority of all anecdotes 
whatever — at feven years of age, his father com- 
mitted entil'cly to his care the education of his 
younger brother, a boy office years old, — with 
Ac fole management of all his concerns. Wa», 
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the father ae wife as tke ion ? quoth ntj unelv 

Toby :— I fliould think not.faid Yorick; Bot 

what are thefe, continued mj father— (breaking- 
out in a kind of cnthufiafm) — what are thcfe, to. 
thofe prodigies of childhood in Grotius Sciop^ 
piu9, HienCus, Politian, Pafcal, Jofeph Scaliger, 

Ferdinand de Cordoue, and others, fomc of. 

which left off their fubftantial forms at nine ytavt 
old, or fooner, and went on reafoning withont 
them ? — Others went through the clafficka at fc- 
■vea, — wrote tragedies at eight.— Ferdinand de 
Cordoue was fo wife at nine, 'twas thought the 
devil was in him j — and at Venice, gave fuch 
proofs of his knowledge and goodnefs, that the 
monks imagined he was Antlchrill, or nothing. — - 
Others were mailers of fourteen languages at 
ten, finiihed the courfe of iheir rhctorick, poe?? 
try,logick, and ethicks, at eleven,— put forth their 
commentaries upon Servius and Martianua Cap^l- 
}a at twelve — and at thirteen received their dc-- 
grees in phtlofophy, laws, and divinity ; . Bat 
you forget the great Lipfius, iquoth Yorick, wha^ 

compofed a work" the day he was bom They 

Ihould have wiped it up, faid my uncle Toby^. 
end faid nojnore about it. 

• iVew auriom que/quf interfi, fdyi Bat/let, tU ■ 
montret qu'i! n'a rien de ridicule iii etoit veritahle^ . 
au mains dam It Jens ertigmatique que Niciiis Erj- 
thraus a tachi- de lui donner. Cetaitteur dit, qu^ 
four comprendre comtae Lifpe apu compofe'run euvrage 
le premier jour dt fa vie, U.faut s^imaginer, que ce 
premier jour n'e_ft pal celui ae fa naiffance charnellt^ 
mail celui au quel il a commence d'ufir. de la raifon t. 
ilveat que ^aii ete a I'tige de-neuf am s et il tiout 
veut perfuader que ctfut en ctt age, que Lipfefit utf 
^oem*.—Le tour eji ingeninix^ Wi:. EjV. , 
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CHAP. m. 

WIEN the cataphfm was ready, a fcruple 
of decorum had unfeafonably rofe up in 
Sufannah's confcience about holding the candle* 
whilft Slop tied it on ; Slop had not treated Su- 
fannah's diftempcr with anodyncB,— ^and fo a 
quairel hadenfued betwixt them. 

■ — ■ Oh! oh! faid Slop, cading a glance of 
undue fTeedom in Sufannah's face as {he declin- 
ed the office ; then, I think, I know you, Ma- 
dam. You know me. Sir ! cried Sufannah 

faftidiouliy, and with a tofs of her head, levelled 
evidently, not at his profeffion, but at the doOor 
bimfclf,— you know me ! cried Sufannah again. 
' Dr. Slop clapped his finger and his thumb 
inftantly upon his noilril's— ^iufannah's fpleea 
was ready to burft at it : — Tis falfe, faid Sufan- 
nah. - Come, come, Mrs. Modefty, faid Slop, not 
a little elated with the fucccfe of his laft thruft, 
if you won't hold the candle and look— you may 

hold it and ftiut your eyes : That's one of your ^ 

popifli fiiifts, cried Sufannah ; 'Tis better, 

laid Slop, with a nod, than no Ihift at alt, young 
-woman : 1 defy you, Sir, cried Sufannah, put- 
ling her Ihift-fleeve below her elbow. 

Itwasalmofl impoflible for twopcrfonstoaffift 
each other, in a furgical cafe, with a morefplene- 
ticV cordiality. 

Slop fnatched up the cataplafm, Sufannah 

fnatched up the candle ; — A little this way, faid 
Slop : — Sufannah looking one way, and rowing 
another, inftantly fct fire to Slop's wig, whic&. 
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being fomewhat bufhy and unfiuout withal, wa» 
burnt out before itwas well kindled. Tou im- 
pudent whore J cried Slop, (for what is paf- 

fion but a wild beaft) you imfiudent whore, 

cried Slop, getting upright, with the cataplafm in 
his hand ; — I nererwaathe de{lru£lion of any 
body's nofc, faid Sufannah* — which is more than 

you can fay. - Is it ? cried Slop, throwing the 

cataplafm in her face ;— . Yes it is, cried Sufan.* 
nah retamiDg the compliment with what was left 
in the pan. 



. CHAP. IV. 

^OCTOR Slop and Sufannali filed crofg. 

/ bills againtt each other in the parlour ; 
which done, as the cataplafm had failed, they re- 
tired into the kitchen to prepare a- fomentation r 
forme; — and whilH that was doing, my father 
determined the point, as you will read.— 



CHAP. V. 

you fee 'tis high time, faid my father, ad^ 
drcfiing himfelf equally to my uncle To- 
by and Yoriok, to take this young creature out of- 
tnefe womens bands, and put him into thofe of 
a private govemour. Marcus Antoninus provided; 
fourteen goTcrnors all at once to fuperintend lus 
fon Commod'js's education,— -and in fix weeks he 
cafliiercd five of them. I know very well, con- 
tinued my father, dial Commodus's mother was. 
in love with a gladiator at the time of her con- 
ception i which accounts for a great many o£/ 
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CommoduB's cruelties when he became emperor j 
— — — but ftill I am of Ofunion, that thofe £vc whom 
Antoninus diiini&d, ^d Comnoodus's temper, ia 
that ihort time, more him than the other nine 
were able to re^ify all their lives long. 

Now, &s I conCdcr the perfon who is to be a- 
bout my fon, as the miraor in which be is to 
view himfelf from morning to night, and by 
which he is to adjull his looks, his carriage, and 
perhaps, the inmolt fenttments of his heatt } — ■ — 
I would have one, Yorick, if pollible, poliflied 
at all points, &t for my child to look into. This 
is very good fenfe, quoth my uncle Toby to him- 
felf. — 

There is, continued my father, a certain 
-mien and motion of the body and all its puts, 
Jjoth in a^ng and fpeaking, which argues a 
man well within :— And I am not all furprifcdi 
that Gregory of Kazianzum, upon ofaferying the 
tiafty and untoward gefturcs of Julian, fhould 
.foretcl he would one day become an apoftate j-r- 
OTthat St. Ambrofe Ihould turn bis amannenlis 
oat of doors, bccaufc of an indecent motion of 
Jiis head, which went backwards and forwards 
Jike a flail ; — or that Demociitus fhould conceive 
Protagoras to be a fcholar, from feeing him bind 
tip a Sggot, and thrufting, as he did it, the fmall 
twigs inwards.— There are a thoufand unnoticed 
openings, continued my fa I her, which Jct a pene- 
trating eye at once into a man's foul: and I main- 
tain it, added he, that a man of fenfe does not lay 
down his hat in coming into a room, — or take it 
op in goingout of it, but fomething«fcapes which 
^ifcOTcrs him. 

It is foT'thefe reafona, .continued my fatbcr> 
diat the governor I make choice of> Ihall nci- 
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ihet* lifp, or fqutnt, or wink, or ulk loud, or lo<4 
fierce, or foolifh ; — or bite hia lips, or grind 
his tenh, or fpeak through his no&, gr pick it, » 
blow it with his &ngers ' 

He Ihall neither ymlk fall,— or How, or fold his 
armi-^foT that is laziacfs i— or hang them down 
— for that is folly i -or hide then in bis pocket — 
for that 18 nonfenfc. 

He Oiall neither ftrike, or pinch, or tickle, - ■ - 
or bite, or cut his nails, or hawk, or fpit, or fnift, 
or drum with his feet or fingers in company ;— 
nor (according to Erafmus) fliall he fpeak to any 
one in making water, — norfliallhc point locate 
rion or excrement. — Now, this is all nonfeiife a- 
gain, quoth my uncle Toby to himfelf. 

I will Tiave him, continued my father, cheer- 
ful, facete, jovial ; at the fame time, prudent, 
attentive to bufincfs, vigilant, acute, argute, in. 
ventive, quit^ in refolving doubts and fpccula. 
tivc queftions:— he Ihall be wife, and judicious, 
and learned :— And why not humble, and mo- 
derate, and gentle-tempeTed, and good i faid 
Yorick : — And why not, cried my uncle Toby, 
free, and generous, and bountiful, and brave i 
—He fhall, my dear Toby, replied my father, 
getting up and ihaking him by the hand. " ■■ — 
Then,brother Shandy, anfwered my uncle Toby, 
railing himlelf off the chair, and laying down his 
pipe to take hold of my father's other hand,— I 
humbly beg I may recommend poor Le Fevr^s 
fon to you ; — a tear of joy of the firft water 
fparkled in my uncle Toby's eye,— —and another 
the fellow to it, in tlje Corporal's, as the propoli- 
tion was made ;— you will fee why, when you 
read Le Fevre's ftory j— -fool that 1 was ! nor 

• Hd. Pehgritia. 
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^ftn I recdled, (nor periiaps you) without turning 
itaclL to 'the place, what it was Uiat hindered me 

from letting the Corporal tell it in his own words j 
— rbut the occaQoD is loft,— 'I muft tell it now in 

in^ own. 



CHAP. VI. 

ThcStoiy of LeFbveib. 

JT was fome time in the fummer -of that fear 
in which Dcndermond was taken by the al- 
lies,— wlw^ was about feven years before my 
father came into the country, — and about as 
many after the time that ray uncle Toby and 
Tnin had privately decamped from my father's 
-Jioufe in town, in order to lay fome of the fincft 
£ege8 to fome of the iinell fortified cities in £u- 
. jrope — when ray ancle Toby was one evening get- 
jng hisfuppcr, with Trim fitting behind him at 
» mall lideboard, — I fay£tting-, — for in confide^ 
.ration of the Corporal's lame knee*(which fom^ 
■times gave him ezquitite pain) — when my uncle 
Toby dined (xc Tupped aloaej he would never fuf- 
tfer the Corporal to ftand ; and the poor fellow's 
-veneration for his mafter was fuch, that, with a 

f roper artillery, -my uncle Toby <:ould have taken 
>endermoDd itfelf, witli ied trouble than he was 
able to gain this pmnt over him ; for, many ii 
time, when my uncle Toby fuppofed thcCorporal's 
leg was at reft, he would look back,, and deteft 
him ftanding behind him with the m,oft dutiful 
refpe^l :— this bred more^little fquabbies betwixt 
thera, than all other caufes for five and twenty 
years together. But this is neither here nor 
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there— whj' do I mcntioD it ?^-Ask nj peo,— it 
gorcms mcy-^ g<»^cni not it. 

He was one evening fitting thus at his fiipper, 
when the landlmxl of a little inn in the viUa?c, 
came into the parlour with an empt^ phial in hjg 
' band, to beg a glafs or two of fack ; 'I'is for a 
poorgentlcman— I think, of the amy, faid the 
landlord, who has been taken ill at myhoufe four 
daysago, and has never held uphis head finccior 
had adcfire to taite.any thing, till jull now, that 
he has a fancy for a glafe of fack, and a thin toalt 
•~i think, fays he, taking his hand from hie fore- 
head, it would cOBifort me. — 

-~lt I could neither beg, borrow, or bny&ch 
R thing, — added the landlord, — I woald almoft 
fteal it for the poor gentleman, he is fo ill ; — I 
hope in Giod he will ftill mend, condnued he i^ 
we are all of ue concerned for him. 

Thou art a good-natured foul, I will anfver 
for thee, cried my uncle Toby ; and thou flialt 
drink the poor gentleman's health in a glafs of 
fack thyfelf, — and t^e a couple of bottles, with 
my fervice, and tell him, he is heartily welcome 
to them, and to » dozen more, if they wSl do him 
good. 

Though I am perfuaded faid my uncle Toby, 
as the landlord Ihut the door, he is d very com- 
palBonate fellow — Trim, — .yet I cannot help en- 
tertaining a high opinion of his guelt too ; there 
multbe fome thing more than commonin him, 
that, in fo fhort a'time, (hould win fo much upon 
the afieflions of his holt : — And of his whole fa- 
mily, added tlic Corporal, for they are all concern- 
ed for him.— Step after him, faid my uncle Toby, 
— do, Trini,-T-and ask if he knows his name. 
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^— I bave quite forgot it, truly, fsid the lantt- 
lord, coming back into the parlour, wiA the 
O>rporal, — but I can alk his fon again :— Has he 
a fon Tuith him then ? faid my uncie Toby — ;A 
boy replied the landlord, of about eleven or 
twelve years of age; — but the poor creature has 
tafted almofl as little as his &ther ; he doea no- 
thing but mourn and lament ibr him night and 
day :— He has not Itirred from the bed-lide thcfe 
two days. 

My uncle Toby laid down his knife and fork, 
and raruft his plate from before him, as the land-- 
lord gave him the account ; and liim, without 
being ordered, took it away, without faying one 
■word, and in a few minutes after brought him 
his pipe and tobacco. 

—Stay in ttic room a little faid my uncle To* 

■ty— : . ' ' 

Trim !— <aid my uncle Toby, after he lighted 
Tiis pipe, and fmoked about a dozen whiffa ■ . — 
Trim came in front of his inafter and made his 
Ijpw ; — my uncle Toby fmolced on, and faid no 
more, — Corporal ? faid my^uncle Toby— the Cor- 
poral made his bow.— My uncle Toby proceedod . 
no farther, but finiflied his pipe. 

Trim ! faid my uncle Toby, I have a projcft 
in my head, as it is a bad night, of wrapping 
myfelf up warm in my roquelaure, and paying 
a vifit to this poor gentleman. Tour Honour'g 
roquelaure, re^Jtcd the Corporal, has not otiCC- 
been had on, (ince the night before your Ho- 
nour re(xived your wound, when we mouRt^yl 
guard in (he trenches beferetbe gaieof St.tjj- 
colas { and belides, it is fo eold and runy a 
flight, that what frith the roqaelauie, and what 
Vol. H. I ■ 
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with the weather) 'twill be enough to give your 
Honour yout death, and bring on your Honour's 
torment in your gioin. I ^r fo, replied my 
uncle Toby ; but I am not at reft in my mind* 
Trim, fmcc the account tbe landlord haa eiven 
me,— I wifli 1 had not known fo nuicbof this aT- 
fairy— added my uncle Toby,— or that I had 
iknown more of it ; — How (haU we manage it ?— 
Leave it. an' pleafc your Honour, to me, quotit 
the Corpora] ; I'lt ulce my hat and Iliclc and go 
to the houle and iccoanoitTe, and a,ik according- 
ly; and I wiU bring your Honours full account 
in an hour.— Thou Ihalt goi Trim faid my uncle 
Toby, and here's a Qiilling for tbee to drink with 
tut fervant— I fliall get it all out of him, faid the 
Corporal {hutting tbe door. 

My unple Tobv filled Us fecond pipe ; and had 
it not been, that ne now and then wandered froiv 
the point, with confidering whether it was not 
full as well to have ^te curtain of the tenaille » 
ftraight line as a crooked one, — he might be 
faid to have thought of nothing elfe but poor 
Le Fevre and his boy, the whole time he {mtk- 
kdib 



CHAP. VIL 

The Story of Lb Fevrs continued. 

IT was not till my uncle ToVy bad knocked the 
afhes out of his (bird pipe, that Corporal Trim 
returned from the inn, and gave him die follow- 
ing account. 
I defpared at firft faid the Cdrporal, «f bei»g 
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«ble to bring bacit yoUT Hofiour any kind of intel- 
ligence concerning the poor ficic Lieutenant. — Is 
ic in tbc army then ? faid my uncle Toby.— He 
is, faid the Corpora! — And in what regiment? 
(m4 my uncle Toby — I'll tell your Honour, re- 
plied ttie Corporal, every thing ftratght forwards, 
as I learatit.---Then,frrim, 111 611 another pipe, 
faid my unole Toby, and not interrupt thee, till 
thou mil done; fo fit down at th^ eafe, Trim, 
in the window-leat, and begin thy ftory again. 
The Corporal made his old bow, which generally 
fpoke, as plain as' bow could fpcak it. — Your H(> 
nour is good:— And having done that, he fat 
-down aahe was ordered, — and began (he ftoiy 
to my -uncle Toby ever again in pretty near the 
fame words. 

I defpaired at firft, faid ^he Corporal, of being 
able to bring back any intelligence to your Honour, 
about tbp Lieutenant and his fon : for when I 
a{ked where his feivant was, from whom I made 
-myfeif fure oF knowing every thing which was 
oroper to be afked — That's a right diftinftion. 
Trim, faid my uncle Toby — I was anfwered, an* 
pleafe your Honour, that he had no fervanT with 
him ; — that he had come to the iiin with hired 
iiorfes, which, upon finding himfelf unable to 
proceed, (to join, 1 fuppbfe, the regiment) he had 
^ifmi0ed the morning after he vnne. If I get 
i>etter, my dear, faid he, as he gave his purfe to 
hia fon to pay the man,— we can hire horfesfrom 
hence. Bur alas ! the poor gentleman will ne- 
ver get from hence, faid the landlady to mc, — for 
I heard the death-watch all night long : — and 
when he dies, the youth, his fon, will certainly 
die with him ;. for he is broken-hearted already. 

I was heaiingthis account, continued tlteCor- 

la 
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^okJ, nhen the yotuh ctrnp into tJjc kitcbea, 
;to Older the thin to^ the Uadiord fpoke of; — 
.but I will do it iv Ta.j father myfeif, faid the 
•.youth.— ^Prav let qtc fave you the trouhle, yotuig 
gcntlemaDf'fud 1> taking 4ip a fork for tlic put- 
pofei and ofieriiig him ray chair to (it dawn upop 
by the fire, whilft I did it — ,1 believe, Sii, faid 
be, very modeAly, I can pl^afe him beft myfelf. 
—I am fure faid J, his Honour wtli not like the 
toa(k the worfe for being toaftedby an dd fohUer 
. — The youth took hold of my hand and inftanc- 
ly burfl: into tears.—rPooK youth ! faid my uncle 
Toby ; — he has been bred up from an infant in 
the araiy, and the name of a feldicr, Trioi, found- 
ed ip I^B ears like tlte navic of a fiiend ;-^ mritk 
I had him here. 

— I ncwr ja the. Wngcft march, faid the Cor- 
poral, had fo great a mind to my dinner, as I 
had to cry with him for company. — What could 
. be the matter with mc, an' plcafe your Honour^ 
JMothitjkg in the world) Trim, faid jcy uncle To* 
by, blowing Jus t3ofe,r— but that thou art a gpod> 
natutied.fellpw. 

"Wifen I gave hun the toaft, contini^ed the 
Corporal, I thought it was proper to tell him, I 
.was C^ptainShafidy'sfurvaot, and ihat your Hcv 
nour (thoij^ a ftrapger) -ras extremely caacecn- 
■c^ for his f;^ther j-rrand that if there waa iny 
4hi!ig.in your houjc or cellarmn — r-(And tiou 
xf^ffit'tt have added my piirfe too, faid my uncle 
.Toby]~~he was heartily wcJcomeio it>7-He made 
■a very li}w.^>pw, (which.waa [Deiait.to your Ho- 
nour) but no anfiwert-T-for his heart was faB — 
fo h^ went up nnirs with the toaQ; :— I warrant 
you, 9}y d9a.r, fsid I, as £ jopencd the kitdiea- 
4gqrji.]n)tvJE»fJMrwi{lb6>nellag«li;.f^Mx..YQtkk's 
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ctinte was fiboking a pipe bj the kitchert-fire, — 
bat faid not a word, gO(Kl or bad, to coiiiforr the 
youdl.'— I thougbt it wrong, added tKe Corporal- 
-=--!- think fd too added mjr uncle Toby. 

Wlicn the Lieutenant had taken his glafs of 
fact and toaft, he felt himfelf a littli: itvi?cd, 
and fent down into the kitchen, to let me know, 
Aat in abaat ten minates he fiiouhl be glad if 
I' wrnild (tep np ftairs.'^i^I believe, faid the land- 
lord> he is going to fajr hia prayer8,-»for there 
WW a &ook (aid- apon the chair bjr his bed-fide, 
and as L Ihut tbs door, I faw hh fou take up 3 
cufhion;— ^— * 

I thought, fatd'th'e cnrate, that yeU getltle- 
flle» ef the army, Mr. Trim, never faid your 
pny«n at «H.-^t heflrct the fOoi geiitteihah fdy 
hU praycri iaft night f^d the hnttlady, very de- 
UiU£ty,si>d. witb'j)^. own eJrs, or f could hot- 
iextV beBe/o* ili— AYd you (lire of il ? .replied- 
the cWaie.'^A Puldier art' plead! youf KCTcrehcc, * 
faid It prtjs as' rfaB (of his own Accord) as a 
pirfOa-i atid Vihdti h« is fitting for his kingj 
afld fof his own lift, and for hi* honoW tOoi he ■ 
has the moft reafon to pray to God, of any one 
ii-fhe Whole wofld.— T#aB well faid of thee, 
Ttim, fBid my uncfc Toby.-^But wbfrt » fol- 
dter, faid f, an' pleaft! your Rcvercrtce, has been 
flMil^g fbr tvfstre hours together, in the tt^neh' 
e»y«p»hi»' knees in cold *ater,— or oftgiged-, 
filfd I, fiw trionths together, in long and dahger- 
0U4 l»a#ehfcS{-^han&lled«perhapSi in his rtfar tO" 
<fty ^-^Harr»iBng others to nrr'orrow-,-" — dietaehed 
here v-'-^ — cdamcrtnanded tftsrc ;=- — reftirtg this 
n^it out iipan his artnsj^bcat up iii his fWrr 
At Aeift I— ^itumbed in his^ joints ;—«— perhaps 
without flraw in his tent to kneel on — mud fa' 
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his prayers how and when he can. — I bcliere, faid 
I,~for I was piqued^ quoth the Corpotal, for 
the reputation of the army— I belierc, an' pleafe 
your Rercrence, faid I, that when a foldicr gets 
time to pray, — he prays as heartily as a parfon, 
^though not with all his fufs and hypocrify— 
Thou Oiouldll not hare faid that. Trim, faid my 
uncle Toby i — for God onJy knowi who is ahy- 
pocrite, and who is not : — At the great and ^- 
neral review of us all. Corporal, at the day of 
judgement, (and not till then) — it will be feen 
who have doae their duties in this world, — aitd 
who hare not; and wc Oiall be advanced. Trim, 
accordingly. — I hope wc (ball, faid Trim.— It is 
in the fcripiure, faid my uncle Toby ; and I will 
(how it thee to-morrow ;— In the mean time, we 
may depend upon it, Trim, for our comfort, faid 
my uncle Toby, that God Almighty ii fo good 
and juit a governor of the world, that, if we nave 
but done our duties in it, — it will never be in- 
quired into, whether wc have done them in a red 
coat or a black one ;— I hope not, faid the Corpo- 
ral — ^But go on, Trim, faid my uncle Toby, with 
thy (tory. 

When I went up, continued the Corporals in- 
to the Lieutenant's room, which I did not do, 
till the expiration of the ten minutes,— he 
was lying in his bed, with his head raifed upon 
his hand, with his elbow upon the pillow, and 
a clean white cam brick handkerchief befideit:. 
-—-The youth was jud Hooping down to take Up 
the cuihion, upon which, i fuppOfcd, he hid 
been kneeling ; — the book was laid upon the bed, 
_ — and 3s he rofc, in taking up the [^cufhlon 
with one hand, he reached out his otlief to take 
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it away at the fame time ^Let it remain there, 

my dear, faid the Lieutenant. 

He did not ofier to f^ieak to me, till I had 

walked up clofeiohisbedfule : -If you 

are Captain- Shandy's ferTsnt, faid he, yoa mull 
pTCfent my thanks to your mafter, with my litile 
boy's thanks along with them, for his courtefy 
to me. — If he was of Leven's — faid the Lieuten- 
ant— I told him your honour was — ^Then, faid 
he, I ferred three campaigns with him- in Flan- 
derS( and remember him ; — but 'tia moft likely, 
as! had not the honour of anyactiuaintance with 
him, that he- knows nothing of me — You will- 
tell him, however, that the perfon his good na- 
ture has laid' under obligations to him, is one Le 
Ferre, a lieutenant in^Angus's : — but he knows 
me not — faid he, a- fecond time, muling :—pof- 
fiWy he may my ft ory, added he — Pray tell the 
Captain, I was the enfign at Breda, whofe wife 
-was moll unfortunately killed with a mulket-lhot, 
as (he lay in my arms in my tent — I remember 
theftory, an' pleafe your Honour, faid I, very 
■well.— Do you fo f — faid he, wiping his eyes with- 
his handkerchief, — then well may I. — In faying 
this, he drew a little ring out of his bofom, which ■ 
ftemed -tied with a black riband about lis neck, 
and kifs'd it twice. — Here, Billy, faid he i— ther 
hoy flew acfofs the room to the bed fide,-— —— 
and falling down upon his knee, took the ring in; 

his hand, and kified it too, then kiflid his 

father, and fat down upon the bed and wept. 

I wilh, faid my iinclc Toby, with a deep figh, 
—I wiih, Trim, I was afleep. 

Toar Honour, replied the Corporal, -is too^ 
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much concerned t— &all I pour yonr Honour out 
at glafs of fack to your pipe f~Do,Trim, fwi my 
uncle Toby. 

I remember, faid my uncte Toby, — (ighing a- 
ga'm, the ftory of the Enlign and his -wife, with 
acircumllancehis modedy omitted; — and panU 
cularly well that he, as well as (he, upon fome 
account or other, (I forget what) was vnireifally 
pitied by the whole regiment ; — but 6nifli tl^ 

ftory thou art upon : Tit fimfhed already, Ciid 

the Corporal,— —for I could ftay no longer, -fo 

wilhed his Honour a goodnight ; young Le Fcrre 
rofe from ofF the bed, and (aw me to ttie bottom 
of the flairs ; and as we went down together, 
told me, they had come from Ireland, and were 
on their route to join the regiment in Flanden — 
But, alas ! faid the Corporal, — the Lieutenant's )aA 
day's march b over. — Then what is to become of 
bia poor boy I ciied my uncle Toby. 



The Stftry of La FsTfiE eontiniied. 

TT was to my uncle Toby*4 eternal hononrf^- 
I though I teli it only for the fake of tfaofe 
whO} wbeti coop'd in betwixt a natural and a po> 
fitire law, know not, for their fouls, whidi way 
io the world to turn themCrfyes . That not> 
widiftanding my uncle Tt^y was warmly o- 
gff,ti Bt that time in carrying on the (iegc of 
Dendcrmond, parallel with the tllies, who pief- 
£ed theirs on fo rtgoroufty, that they fcarcc allffw- 
od him time to get lus dinner, — that neverthelefs 
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he gave up Denderntdnd, though he hard droadjr 
made a lodgemcm upon the coonterfcarp,^-''— ' 
and beat his -whale thovghts towards the private 
diftr<;dbsat cbeiim; and, except t&sthe Gf46KA 
the gftrden gate to be bblted up^ by which hr 
miglfat be faid to have turned the fioge of Dvadkv* 
motMl into xbkiCl»dc — he left Binder ihoml to iM 
felf-'-to be relieV»l or not by ihi French Kbigj 
a* the French king thought good i and only con!-' 
fidered how he Mmfetf Ihould reficvc - the pod* 
Z^cutenant andhia fon,-'- 

■■■■ T hat kind beins, who is a friend ta tha ■ 
Akfkdlefsi Ihaill tccompenle thee for this. 

Thou hak ]eft this matter &ort, faid my uncle ' 
Tob; to the Corpora), as he was potting bitn td - 
bed, and I w)H tell thee in what, Trim— Jn ths - 
fitft plade, wheii thou madeft aa ofii:F of my &t* 
vices to lte¥tne,~.i^o EcknclG ami travelling art - 
both eitpcnfive^ and thou kneveft be w-is but A . 
poor Lientbnant^ with a fen tofid>lJ(tj as wdf su ■■ 
bimfolf, »ut of his pay,-r — -tka thou didft not 
makean oScrtohiin of mypurfcj [bccaufe, In<I : 
he ftoodJn need, thou- ki»weft,' Trim, he had 
beta as welcome toil as inyi<Elf.-> — Your hotiosi- 
lalows, faid the Ctvpccalj I had noorden i-^TruB 
quoth mj Uncle Tabf— thou didft very right; 
Trim, as a Toldierj-T-but certainly rery wrong a& . 
aman.<. 

In the fecond place, tdic which, indeed, thou ^ 
haft the fame cxcufe, continued my uncle Toby, 
— when thou offeredfi him whattYcT wa* in mj 
houTcy-^liOu fhoHldft have offered h.im my houie 
too ■.- — A fick brotbcr ofiioer ihauld hsTC th« ■ 
beft quarters, Trim ; and, if we haid bdnft with us, . 

— we could tend and look to him : ^Thou art 

aaexceUcnt Qurfe thyfclf, Trimi and, what w;tlt : 
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tiiy care of him, and the old woman's, and his 
boy's, and mine together, we might recruit him 

lg»in at once, and fct him upon his Icp. 

——In a fortnight or three weeks, added my 

ancle Toby, fmihng — he might march He 

vill ncTCT march, an' plcafe your Honour, in thi» 
world, faid the Corporal : - He will march f 

faid my uncle Toby, rifing up from the fide of 
the bed, with one Ihoe off.^— An' pteafe your 
Honour, faid the Corporal, he will never marcb» 
but to bis grave :- ■ ■ He ftiall march, cried my- 
uncle Toby, marching the foot which had a Ihoe 
on, though without advancing an inch,---he fliall; 
march to his regiment.—— He cantiot Hand ir, 
faid the Corporal— He Ihall be fuppoited, faid my 
uncle Toby— He'll drop at lad, faid the Corpo- 
ral, and what will become of his boy ? Me Ihall- 

not drop, faid my uncle Toby, firmly. A- 

well-o'dajr, do what we can for him, faid Trim' 
maintaining his point — the poor foul will die> 
^He Audi not die, by G— '> cried my uncle- 
Toby. 

— ^The tccusiNC spiKiT, which flew up to 
Heaven's chancery with the oath, blu(h*d* a» he 
gave it in ; and the recording ancel, as he 
' wrote it down, dropp'd a tear upon the wOTd, and' 
blotted it otftfor ever.. 

GHAP. IX.. 

^— -Tt yrT uncle Toby went tohisbureai^ — 

J^J[put his purfe into his breeches pocket, 

and having ordered the Corporal to go early in the 

morning for ftphyfician^—he^ went to bed aod felt 

sJlccp.. J 
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CHAP. X. 

The Story of Le Fevrb conchided. 

THE fun looked bright, the morning after to 
c»cry eye in the Tillage, but Le Fevre's and 
Ms affli&ed fon'a ; the hand of deaih prefs'd hea- 
vy upon his'cyc-Kds, — atid hardly could the wheel 
at the ctflera turn round its circle, — when ray 
uncle Toby, who had rofc up an hour before his 
wonted time entered the Lieutenant's room, ami, 
without preface, or apology, fat himfelf down up-- 
oti the chair by the bed-fide, and, independently 
of all modes and cuftoms, opened the curtain) 
in the manner an old friend and brother olHcer 
would have done it^ aod alked him how he dtd,— - 
faow he had. refted in the night, — what was his 
complaint, — where was his pain, — and what he 
could do to help him : — and without giving him 
time to anfwer any one of thefc inquiries, went on 
and told him of tie little plan which he had been 
concerting with the Corporal the night before for . 

You fhall go home direflly, Le Fevre, 

faid my uncle Toby, to my hotife, and we'll 

fend for a AoCtoT to fee what's the matter, — and > 
we'll have an apothecary — and the Corporal Ihall ■ 

he your ourfe ; and I'll be your fcrvant, Le 

Fevre. 

There was a franknefs in my uncle Toby,— not- 
die e(fe& of famiKarity, — but the caufe of it, — 
which let you at once into his foul, and fhowed 1 
you the goodnefs of his nature; to this, there: 
iru fomctbing in his looks, and voice, and nun— 
16. 
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ncr fuperadded, wlucli eternally beckoaed to- 
tfae unfortunate to come and take Ihclter under 
hiiQ ; fo that, before my un^le Toby had half ii- 
niOied the lund otfera he was making ta the fa« 
tbcr, had the fon infcn&bly prefled op clofe to 
his knees, and had taken hold of the breail of 

his coat, and was pulling it towards him.- 

The blood and fpirits of he F.evre, which wete 
waxing cold and flow within hint, and wck re* 
treating to their lall citadel, the heait^-^taJlied . 
back i— the film forfook his eyes for a moment ; — . 
he locked up wiAtfuUy in my uncle Toby's face, 
— ^en call a look upon his boy,— and that liga- 
ment, fine as it was, wa* never broken. 

NatureinlUntlyebb'd again;— the film returned . 
to its placet the pulfe flutiered— llopp'd— went: 
on— throbb'd — llopp'd agaiu moved— ^opp'd—>- 
ihall I £0 on / No. 



CHAP. XI; 

1AM fb itnp^ient 19 retttrp to nf own ftory*. 
th»t :whst renftins of youn( Le Fcttc's, that 
is, from this turn of. fortune, to the time mjF, 
Wiclc Toby «co«WiCi»d«d him for My pr«cq?tor, . 
- ftiall be told in a very iew word?,- in the DcxC 
chsjpter. AU that is nectfUary to be added to this - 
chapter, it as fc4h>wB : 

That ny wndc Toby, wth yomigLe Ferre in 
his hand, attended the poor Lieutenant, as chief 
nournetB, to his grav«. 

That the governor of Dendenaond paid lus oh* 
fe^iea all military honours ; and that Yoricln 

not to be belund asaxi paid him i^l esds- 

(UftiG— v^9c b.9 bufi^ hlift iahis «b»iv<lc-> 



,,,. .Google 



TRISTRAM SHANDY, Gist. 215 

And it sippeais likewise, he preached a funeral 
fermon over him : — I fay» u appears jt— for it Was 
Toiict'3 cuftem, which 1 fiippole a general one 
with thofe of his profeflion, on the Cril leaf of e- 
very fermon which he compofed, to chronicle 
down the time, the place, .and the occaEon of its 
being pw ached ; to this, he was ever wont to add,' 
fome uiort cooioient or (tiicluic upon the fetinon . 
kfelf, feldom, indeed^ much to. its credit. — For 
inilauce, This feroion upon the Jewifti difpcnfa- 
tion — I don't lite it at ail -,— though I own there 
is a world of wateKiLandieu knowledge in 
it, — but 'tis all tritica], and molt triiically put 
together. — Thia is but a flimfy kind of a cooi- 
poStion : .what wa& io my head when J made 

— N. B. The excellency of this text 16, that it 
will fuit any.feraion,-r-and of this fcnnon^that 
it wilt fuit any text. 

—For this ferinon I fhall be hanged, — for I 
have ftoicn thegrcateft part ofit,— Dofior Pai- 
daguncs found me out. . 

o::^ Set a thief to catch a thief. . 

On the back of hajf a dozeo I find written. So 
fo, and no more— and upon a couple^ Moderate ) 
bji which, as far n any one may gather from All 
tien's Italian diQicnary — but moAly from th« 
authority of a piece of green whip-cord, which 
feemedto have been the unravelling of Yorick's 
vhip-lafh, with which he has left us the two fer- 
mons marked Moderato, and the half dozen of 
So fo, tied faft together in one bundle by thcm- 
felvei, one may f^ely fuppofe he meant pretty 
near the fame thing. 

There is but, one difficulty in the vray of thit 
conjefturCj wbichis this, that the moderato's are 
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fiTCtimesbetter than the fo To's — Ihowtcn timer 
ja^TC knowledge of the human heart ; — have fci- 
Tcnty times more wit and fpirit in them ; — [and^ , 
to rife properly in my climai) -^ifcover a thou- 
fand timee more genius, — and, to crown all, are 
infinitely more entertaining, than thofc tied Up 
with them :-^for which re afon, whenever Torick's 
dramatick fermons are offeredtothe world, though 
r {hall admit but one out of the whole number of. 
the to fo's, I fhall, neverthclefs, adventure to 
print the two modcrato's without any foit ofl 
fcruple. 

What Yorick could mean by the words l£nta-- 
mcnte,— tenute,-^grave, — and fometimes adagio, , 
— as applied to theological compoGtions, and with 
which he has charafterifed fome of thefe. fer- 
mons, I dare not venture to guefs. — I am more 
puzzled Hill upon finding a l'o£lava alta 1 upoa' 
one i— ^— Con ftrcpito upon the back of another j - 
— ^ciciltiana upon a third i— Alia capella upon, 
a fourth ; — Con I'arco upon this ; — Sc'nza I'drco • 
upon that i— All I know is, that they are mufical' 
terms, and have a meaning ; — and, aa he was a 
mufical man, I will make no doubt, but that, bjr/ 
fome quaint application, of fuch metaphors to 
the compofitions in hand,' they impreflld very di- 
'ftindt ideas of their fevcral chara&Crs upon his. 

fancy, whatever they majdo upon that of o- 

thers. 

■ Amongft thefe, there is that particular fermon : 
which has unaccountably led hie into this digref-' 
fion- — -the funeral fermon upon poor Le Fe- 
fre, wrote out very fairly, as if from a hafly ■ 



copy. 



I lake, notice of it the more, becaufe it 



feems to have been his favoiuite compofition— • ■ 
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It is upon mortality; and it is tied length-ways - 
and crof»-ways, with a yarn thrum, and then roll- 
ed up and twilled round, with a halt fticct of- 
dirty blue paper, which feems to have been oncc- 
ihe caft corer of n general review, which, to tliis ' 
day fmella horribly of horfc-drngs. Whether 
thefe marks of humiliaiioti were defigned,— I' 
Ibmething doubt} becaufeat the end of the fer- 
mon, (and not at the beginning of it)— rcry dif- 
ferent from his way of treating^thc reft, he had', 
■wrote 

BraTO • 
——though not very offenfively— — for it ii at- 
two inches, at lead, and a halPs diftance from, . 
and below the concluding line of the fcrmon, 
at the very extremity of the page, and in that 
right hand comer of it, which, you know, is ge- 
nerally covercd'with your thumb t and to do it- 
jtiftice, it is wrote bcfides, with a crow's quill, fo 
faintly; in a fmaU Italian hand, as fcarce~to fo- 
licit the eye towards the place, whether your, 
thumb is there or not^— fo that, from the manner 
of it, it (lands half excufed ; and being wrote, , 
moreover, with very pale ink, diluted almoll to 
nothing, — 'tis more like a ritratto of the ihadow 
of vanity, than of vanity herfelf— of the twoj 
refembling rathera faint thought of tranfient ap- 
plaufe, fccretly llirring up in the heart of the 
cSmpofer, than a grofs mark t^ it, comely ob- 
truded upon the world. 

With all thcfe extcnualioni, I am aware, that 
in publilhing this, I do no fervice to Torlck'a 
ch-^ra^eras a modeil man s^but all men have 
ijicir failings! and, what leflens this dill farther, 
and almoft wipes it away, is this. That the word 
K9S (truck thTQugh fome time afterwards (as ap- 
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(fronia;difieTeiit,tiiU of the ink), with a Uneqalttf-: 
acrofs it ia this manner, BRAVO — ag if. he J»d 
«tra£lcd, or was athamed oE the opuiion he had . 
ouce entertained of it. 

Thefe fhart chara^ers of his fermons, were al^ - 
wijt written, eiLt:eptitig in this one inltance> up- 
OD the hrft leaf of his fermon, ^Iiich fervcd afr 
a.coverfoit; and ufuaUy upon the infide of tt^ 
vrb\cix was turned towards the toXt ; — but at - 
the end of his dili:ourfe, where, perha^ he had' 
five or lis pagcS) and fometimes, perhaps, a whole 
fcore to turnhimfcif in,— he took a larger circuit, 
and, indeed, a much more mettlefome ose )— as 
if he had fnatched the occaCion of unlacing him-- 
felf with a few ntorc frolickfoine ftrokes at vice, .. 
than the ftraitnefs of the pulpit allowed. — ^Thcfe^ , 
diough] huiTar-like, (hey ikirmilb liahtly and ovX 
of all Older, aie ftill auxiliaries on the (ide of rir- - 
tuc— Tell me then, Mynheer Vander Blonedeis - 
dsndCTgewdenltronkct why they Ihould oat J»6; 
piinted together i . . 



chap: XIET 

WH^I my uncle Toby had tianedr . ererf ;■ 
thiag into mqacjtznd, fettled all ac- 
counts betwixt the agent of the regiment and- 
hi Fe*re>. au4 betwixt Le Ferre and all man^ - 
kin d,-^— -there remained nothing more in my . 
uncle Toby's hands, than an old regimental crAt, . 
and a fword j fo that my ancle Toby found little 
or no oppo£ti(m from the world in taking ad- 
nuniflration. The coat, my uncle Toby gavd 
the Corporal : W^ar it Trial* faid my un- 
cle Tebyj afrkmg as it will hold bogetber, roi tht 
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fake of the poor LieiUenant — ■ — And thb" 

faid my uncle Toby, taking up the fword in his 
hand, and drawing it out of the fcabbard as he 

fpokc' and this, I^ Fevrc, I'll fave for thee ^ 

—'tis all the fortune, continued my uncle 
Toby, hanging it upon a ciook, and pointing to 

it, 'tis all mc fortune, my dear Le Pev[e> 

vhich God haa left thee ; but if he has givea 
thee a heart to %ht thy way with it in the world, 
— ^and thou doeft' it like a man of honour, — 'tis 
enough for us. 

As foon as my uncle Toby had laid a founda- 
tion, and taught him to infcribe a regular ptdy-' 
gon in a circle, he fent him to a public fcbool, 
where, excepting Whitfuntlde and Chciftmaa, 
at which times the Corporal was punflually dif- 
patchcd for him, — he remained to the fpnng of 
the year fevcnteen ; when the ftories of the em- 
peror's fending his army into Hungary againft 
the Turks, kindling a fpark of lire in his bofomf 
Jie left his Greek and Latin without leave, an J 
tltfpwing himfelf upon his knees before my, uii^ 
<^ Toby, begged his father's fword, and taj un^ 
ole Toby's leave along with it, to go and try his' 

fortune under Eugene. ^Twice did my uncls 

Tobyfocget his wound, and cry out,LcFevte! 
I will go with thee, and thou thalt iighr beJide- 
me — And twice lie laid bis hand upon his gr<HH„ 
and hung down hit bicid in fbrrow and difconfor 
iatioa-— 

My uncle Toby took down the fword fio» the 
cmcik, where it md bung untouched ever f^ce 
Ae liieutenaflt'a death, anddehfcrcd it to.the 

Corporal^ brighten up j and having detain.. 

«d LeFevre a &>gle fonmgbt to equip himi aiut 
Contrad foi his paflage to Leghorn,— ^e put the. 
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fword into lus hand, — ^If thou art brave, Lc Fcvre, 
faid my uncle Toby, this will not fail thee— but 

Tortunc, faid he (muGng a little) Fortune 

may And if fhcdoes — added ray uncle Toby* 

embracing him, come back again to me, Le Fevrc, 
and wewilllhape thee another courfe. 
■ The greateft injury could not have oppreffed 
the bean of Le Fevrc more than my uncle Toby's 
piitcrnal kindncfsj— he parted from my uncle 
Toby, as the beft of fons from the bed of fa- 
thers : both dropped tears ; — and as my uncle i o- 
by gave him his lad kifs, he flipped fixty guineas, 
tied up in an old purfc of his father's in wbich- 
was his mother's ring, into his hand, — and lud: 
God blefs him. 



CHAP. XIIL 

LE Fevre got up to the Imperial army juft 
tiine enough to try what metal his (Word 
was made of, at the defeat of the Tiirtr -before 
Belgrade ; but a feries of unmerited mifchances 
had purfued him from that moment, and trode 
clofe upon his heda for four years together after : 
he had wichftood thefe buffttirgs to ihc laft, till 
ficknefs overtook him at Mar fcilles, from whence 
he wrote my uncle Toby word, he had loft hi» 
time, his fervices, his health, and, in (hort, every 
thing but his fword ; — and was waiting for the 
firil (hip to return back to him. 

As this letter tame to hand abouf fix weeks' 
before Sufannah's accident, Le Fevrc was hourly 
expefled ; and was uppermoll in my uncle To- 
by's mind all the time my faCher. was pving hinn 
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and Yorick a defcription of what kind.of a per- 
fon he would choofc for a preceptor to me : but 
as my uncle Toby thought my father at fitft 
fomewhat fanciful in the accomplilhments he 
required, he forbore mentioning Le Fetre's name 

till the charafler, by Yorick's intcrpolition, 

ending, uneipe^edly, in one who Oiould be gen- 
tle tempered, and generous, and good, it imprcf- 
fed the image of Le Fevre, and his interefl, upon ■ 
my undc Toby fo forcibly, he rofe inftantly off 
his chair *, and laying down his pipe, in order to 
take hold of both my father's hands — I beg, bro- 
ther Shandy, (aid my uncle Toby, I may recom- 
mend poor Le Fevrc's fon to you— I bcfeech you, 
do, added Yorick— He has a good heart, fatd my 
uncle Toby — And a brave one too, an' pleafe 
your Honour, faid the Corporal. 

—The beft hearts, Trim, are ever the brareft, 
replied my uncle Toby — And the greateft cow- 
ards, an' pleafe your Honour, in our regiment, 
were thegreateil rafcals in it — There was fcrjeant 
Kumber, and enlign ■ — ■ - 

We'll talk of them, faid my father, another 
time. 



CHAP. XIV. 

WHAT a jovial and a merry world would 
this be, may it pleafe your Worftiips, but 
for that inextricable labyrinth of debts, cares,, 
woes, want, grief, difcontent, melancholy, large 
jointures, impofitions, and lies! 

Do<^or Slop, like a fon of a w— -, as my fa- 
ther called him for it, — 10 exalt himfelf — debaf- 
ed me to death^ and made ten thoufand times. 
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mere ef Sufannah'a xccideat, than there walatt^ 
grounds fot ; (o that in a Week's {idle, or lefs,tt 
waa in evciy body^s mouc^y That poof Matter 
Shindy •••••• eatire- 

If And Fahb, who lows to dotiMtf every 

tlung,— ifl three days' Inete, had fvrtxn [tolitnely 
flic faw it { and all the wofld^'as nfual, gave cre- 
dit to her evidence——'* Tl^ the nnrfiery win- ' 
dow had noconly. • . • • • 

• «*«•»» k^ 
but that • * • # * » 

• w • « • • ••( jlfo." 

Conld the world have been fued like a S0DT<t 
CORPORiTE,— — my father hitd- brought an ae- 
tion upon the ciCe, sad irouilced it fufScibtitly ( 
but, ix> f^ foul d£ ifldividuata about it — as eVe^ 
rr foul who had mfentioned thi afiairt did it with 
tat grctttcftiptty iiiiaginable--<»'t#a!l 1%£ Syisg- 
in ths itry faoe of his be(l fViends u-iAnd yot to 
acqetc&e under the report^ In 'filenee->wwa& to at^ 
knowletige it openly,— <it Icalt in the opinion of 
one half of the world ; aad to mate a bwfUs >•' 
l^iA,Hi contr»fi£ting it" — — «^s to cAnfiith it<*at 
ilrongly in the opinion of the other half. — 

—Was ever poor devil of a country gentleman, 
fo hampered ? faid my father. - 

I would (how him pubHc3y,-Aid my uncle To»- 
by, at the market crofs. 

'M.*T#iMbav«Bo«fica,fa&d my iiifliA;. 



D.5-,z,t.b,GOOylC 



TRISTRAM SHANDY, Gimt. 



m put him, howcTCT, into brecchcB, (aid 

Toj fathcFy— let the world fay what it will. 

CHAP. XVI. 

VY^HERE are a ihoufand refcJutione, Sir, both 

i inchurch and ftate, as weU as in matters, 

Imclain, of a more private concern, — which, 

-^ough they have carried all the appearanee ia 

' tbe world of being taken, and entered upon in a 
hally, hair-brained, and snadvifed n>anner, wen, 

.notwidiftandtng this, (and could you or I have 
got into the cabinet, or ftood behind the curtain, 

-wc AiQuld have found it was fo) weighed, poifed 
and perpended — argued upon — c an vafled through 
^-entered into, and cxamiiied on all (ides with lb 

-much coolnefs, that the goddess of coolnesc 
berfelf (I do not take upon me to prove her exig- 
ence) coold neither have wiflied it, or done it 

Tbetter. 

Of tbe nunibeT of fhefe was my father*^ refo- 

-lutton of putting me into breeches ; which though 
determined at once— ^iii a kind of huff, and a de- 
fiance of all mankind, had, nevcrthelefs, been 
pro'd and con'd, and judicially talked over be- 
twizthimand my mother about a month bcfoiC) 
in two fercra! beds of juftice, which my father 
hadheldfor that purpofe. I (hall explain the na- 
ture of thefe beds mjuitice in my next chapter ; 
-and, in the chapter following that, you fliall Itep 
■with mc. Madam, behind the curtain, . only to 
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h«ar in what kind of manner my father and my 
mother debated, between themfelTcs, this afiair <» 
the breeches, ftom which fou may form an idea 
how they debated all leOcr matters. 



aiAp. xvu. 

THE ancient Goths of Germany, who (the 
learned Culverius is poGtive) were fiift 
feated in the country between the Viflula and 
the Oder, and who afterwards incorporated the 
Herculi, the fiugians, and feme other Vandallic 
clang to 'tm, had all of them a wife cuftom of 
debating every thing of importance to their Hate, 
twice ; that is,.. "■■ once drunk, and once fober : 
— ■ Drunk—that their counciU might not want 
vigour ^— — and fober— —that they might not 
difcretion. 

Now my father, being entirely a water drinker, 
—was a long time gravelled almoftto death, in 
turning this as muoh to his advantage, as he did 
every other thing, which the ancients did or faid ; 
and it was not till the feventh year of hi^ mar- 
riage,- after a thouEand fruitlefs experiments and' 
devices, that he hit upon an expedient which an- 
f^ercd the purpofe : — ■ - a nd that was, when any 
difficult and momentous point was to be fettled ' 
. in thefamily, which required great fcAiricty, and 
great fpiilt too, in ;its dcterminadon, — be fixed 
and fet apart the 6rft Sunday night in the month, 
and the Saturday night which immediately pre- 
ceded it, to arg-ueit over in bed with my mo- 
ther :£y which contrivance, if you confide r. Sir, 
.with yourfelf,- .:".* " • *.* * * 
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Thefe my father, humouroufly ecougb, called 

liis beds of juftice ; for, from the two different 

councils taken in thefe two different humours, a 
middle ooe was generally found out, which touch- 
ed the point of wifdom as well as if he had got 
^Itunkaud fober qn hundred times. 

It mull not be made a fecret of to the worl^t 
that this anfweis full as well in literary difculEonsj 
u either in military or conjugal ; but it is not e- 
very author that can try the experiment as the 
Goths and Vandals did it- ■ or, if he can, may 
it be always for his body's 'health ? and to do it, 
as my father did.itj— ami liireit would be aU 
ways for his foul's i 'j, > 

My way is this" 

Id all nice and tickliih difculHons,— (of which, 
'heaven knows, there are but too many in my 
Jjook)— where I find I cannot take a ftep with- 
■out the danger of having either their Worfbipg 
«r their Reverences upon my hack- 1 write 

one half full, and t'other farting ; ^or write 

it all full, and correfl it failing ;• or write it 
fafting, and correal it full,— for they all come 
to the famething^ So that, with a Icfs varia- 
tion from my father's plan, than my father's 
irom the Gothic — I feel myfelf upon a par with 
him in his firlt bed of juitifie, — and no way ia- 

ferior to him in his fecond Thefe differeot 

.and almoft irrecouclleable e&^s, flow uniformly 
from the wife and wonderful mechuiifm of na> 

turc, of which — be hers the honour. All 

that we (an do, is, to turn and work the, machine 
to the improvement and better manufa^ory c^ 
the arts and fciences. ■■ ■ 

Now, when I write full, — I write as if I was 
aerer to write falling again as long as I live i-— 
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that \st I write Free from the cares, as well as tbe 
terrors of the world— I count not tnc number of 
my fcan, — nor does my fancy go forth into dart 
entries and byc-comcr! to antedate my (labs. — ; — 
4ti a wordjiny pen nkes its courfc ; and I write 
on, as much »om the iulncfs of my heart as my 
■ftomach.- — 

But when, an' pleafe yotir Honours, I indite 
faiting ; 'tis a difiercnt ftory.— — I pay the worW 

(tit podible attention and refpeft,; and have as 

great 3 Ihare [whilft it lafts) of that undcrftrap- 
pingvirtue of difcretion, as the bell of you — So 
that betwixt both, I write a carcicfs Itind of a ci- 
vil, nonfenfical, good>humoure^, Shandcan boo^ 

wluch will do your hearts good 

* . -^ — And all your heads too, provided you ua- 
derftand in 



■ CHAP. XVffl. 

nr 'T^TE (hould begin, fajd my father, turning 
Vy himfelf half round in bed, and Ihiftinghis 
milow a little towards my mother's, as he opened 
^c debate — we fhouldbegin to think, Mrs. Shan- 
■i^, of putting this boy ifiio breeches. 

Wc ftoiiid fo,— faid my mother- — ^We defer 
it, my dear, (^uoth my father^ fhamcfully.- ' 

■I think we do, Mr. Shandy, — rrfaitl my nio- 
■Aer 

^Not but the child looks, extremely well, 

faid my father,- in his vefts and tunics. — ; — r 

_ He does loc* very well in them, — rejdied 

my mother.— 7— 
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And for that reafon, it would almoft be a 

fin, added my father, to take htm out of 'em. 

It would 10 — faid my mother : — But, indeed, 
lie is growing a very tall lad, — rejoined my father 

— He is very tall for his age, indeed— faid my 
mother — 

I can-not (making two fyliablesof it) i- 
magine, quotb my father, who the deuce he takes 
after. 

I cannot conceive, for my life,— faid my mo- 
ther . 

JIuniph ! faid my father. 

(The dialogue ceafed for a moment.) 

— I am very Ihort, my fe If, ^-continued myfa- 
dier gravely. 

You are very fl-.ort, Mr. Shandy, — faid my mo- 
ther 

Hump ! quoth my father to himfelf, a fecond 
time : in muttering which, he plucked his pillow 
a little farther from my mother's — and turning ■ 
about again, there was an end of the debate fol: 
three minutes and an half. 

■ When he gets thefe breeches made, cried 
my father, in a higher tone, he'll look like a beaft 
in e'm. 

He will be very awkward in them at firft, re- 
plied my mother——— 

— And 'twill be lucky, if that's the worft on't, 
added my father. 

It will be very lucky, anfwered my mother— 

I fuppofe, replied my father, making fome 

paufc firft — he'll be exaflly like other people's 
children — .— 

Exaflly, faid my mother- ■ ' - 

Though I fliould be forry for that, added 

my father : and fo the debate Hopped again. 
Vol. ir. K 
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Thej- fliould be of leather, faid my father, 

turning him about again. 

They will laft him, faid my mother, the long- 
But he can hare no linings to 'em, replied xaj 
father. 

He cannot faid my mother. 

Twcre better to have them of fuftian, quoth 
my father. 

Nothing can be better, quoth my modier- 

——Except dimitty, —replied my father. 
Tis beft of all, — replied my mother 

—One muft not give him his death, however, 
——interrupted my father. 

By no means faid my mother : and fo the 

dialogue flood ftill again. 

lam rcfotved however, quoth my father, break- 
ing Blence the fourth time, he fliall have no poc- 
kets in them. 

T here is no occafion for any, faid my mo- 
ther 

I mean in his coat and waiftcoat,— ^ — cried my 
father. 

— ■-I mean fo too, replied my mother 

— Though if he gets a gig or a top. poor 

fouls ! it is a crown and fccptre to them, — they 
jhould have where to fecure it. 

Order it as you plcafe, Mr. Shandy, replied my 
mother 

But don't you think it right ? added my 

father, preOiug the point home to her. 

Ferfeflly, faid my mother, if it pleafes you, 

Mr. Shandy . 

— There's for you ! cried my father, lofing tem- 
per— ~Fleafes me !— You never will diftinguitti, 
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Mrs. Shandy, ■ nor fliall I ercr teach you to do it, " 
betwixt a point of pleafnrc and a pMnt of conve- 
Hiencc.— This was on the Sunday- night j— and 
farther this chapter fayeth not. 



CHAP. XIS. 

AFTER my father had debated the affait of 
the breeches with my mother,— he confult- 
ed Albertus Rubcuius upon it ; and Albertus Ru- 
benius ufed my father ten times worfe in the 
confultation (if pofEble) than even my father had 
ufed my mother : For as Rubenius had wrote a 
cjuartQ exprefs, De re Veftiaria Vctcrum,— — it 
was Rubenius's buGiiefs to have given '^my father 

fomc lights. On the contrary, my father might 

as well have thought of extradling the fevcn 
cardinal virtues out of a long beard, asof- extrac- 
ting a fingle word out of Rubenius upon the fub- 
jcft. 

upon every article of ancient drefs, Rubenius 
was very communicative to my father ; he gave 
him a full and fatisfaftory account of 

The Toga, or loofegown. 

TheChlamys. 

The Ephod. 

The Tunica, or Jacket. 

The Synthefis. 

The Pa;nu!a. 

The Lacerna, with its Cucullus. 

The Paludamentum. 

The PrsEiexta. 

'1-hc fJaguR], or foldicr's jerkin. 
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the trabca : of whl^, . accwding to Suctoifius, 

, tiiere were three kinds. 

— Eut whstare all thefc to the breeches ? faid 
mjr father. 

Rubcnius threw him down upon rhe counter all 
]dnds of ftioes which had been in faibion with the 
Romans, — There was, 

The open flioe. 
The clofc {hoe. 
The flip (hoe. 
The .wooden (hoe. 
The foe. 
The bulkin. 
And the military (hoc with the hob-nails in 
it) which Juvenal takes notice of. 
There were. The clogs. 
The .patina, 
The pantoufles, 
Tlie brogues. 

The fandals with latehets to them. 
There was, The felt ftioe. 
The linen (lioe. 
The laced fbOc^ 
The braided (hoe. 
The talceus incifus. 
And The calceus roftratus.' 
Rubcnius (hewed my father howwell they all fit- 
ted,— in what manner they laced on,— with wliat 
points, (traps, thongs,' !atcheI9, ribands, jags, 

and ends 

— But I want to be jqfotmed about the breech- 
es, faid my father. 

Albcrtus Rubenius informed my father, that the 
Romans raanufa^ured du^of various fabrics, 
— fome plain, — fomc ftriped, — othfrs diapered 
throughout the whole contexture of the wool, 
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-with fdk and gob^-Thatlinen did not Iwgm to 
be in common ufe,till towards the declenfion of 
the empire, when the Egyptians, coming to feu 
tie amongll them, brought it into vogue. 

—That perfons of quality and fortune dillin- 
guifhed themfelTesbythe finenefs and whitenefs ■ 
of their clothes ; which eolour (next to purple, 
which was appropriated to the great ofBces,)they 
moft affefted and wore on their birth-days and 
public rejoicings. ■ That it appeared from the 
beft Mftoriansof thofe tones, that^they frequent- 
ly fcnt their clothes to the fuller, to be cleaned 
and whitened— but that the inferior people, to 
avoid that cxpence, generally wore brown clothes, 
«nd of a fomcthing coarfer testure, — tili towards 
the beginning of Auguftns's rdgn, when the 
fla»c dreSed ■ like his mafter, and atmoft every 
diftindtion of habiliment^ Was loft, but the Latus 
Clavus. 

And wlia; *as tne uatus ClaVUs ? faid my fa- 
ther. 

Rubenius told him, that the'poitit was (lill li- 
tigating amongft the learned : — That Egnatius 
Sigonius, Boffins, Ticlnenfis, B'aylius, Budaus, 
Silraalius, Lipfius, Lazius, Ifaac Caufabon, and 
Jofeph Scaliger, all differed from each other, — 
and he from them : That fome took it to be the 
button, — fome the coat itfelf,— others only the 
colour of it : — That the great Bayfius, in. his 
Wardrobe of the AncientSj chap. 12. — honeftly 
faid, he knew not what it waSj — whether a ti- 
btlla, — a llud, — a button,— a looj^— a biickle,- 
or clafps and keepers. 

—My fathcrloftthc horfc, but not the faddle 
— ^Thcy'arc hooks and eyes, faid my father — and 

K3 
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i^^mSe' ^'^ ^'^'' '^* '*^*'*"** '"'■ '"'=«''=" » 
CHAP. XX. 

WE are now going to enter upon a new 
fcene of events. 

—Leave we then the breeches in the taylor*. 
Aaoda. With rtiy father ftanding over him with 
ills cane, reading him as he fat at work a IcftBrc 
upon the latua clavus, and pointing to the prc- 
afe part of the waiftband, where he was deter- 
mined to have it fewed on ' 

Leave we my mother (trueft of all the Po- 
cocurante's of her fei I) carclefs about it as 

about every thing elfc in the world which con- 

cemcd h^r ; that is, indifferent whether it 

was done this way or that, provided it was 

but done at all 

Lmvc we Slop liltewife to the fuU profits of all 
my difhonours. 

Leave we poor Le Fevrc to rccpver, and get 

home from Mnfeilles as he can And laft of 

all bccaufe the hardeft of all, 

Let us leave, if poOible, myfcif : But 'ti« 

impofiible, 1 muft go along with you to the 

end of the work. 

CHAP, XXT. 

-TF the reader has not a clear conception of the 
I rood and a' half of ground which lay at 
the bottom of my uncle Toby's kitchen garden, 
and which was the fcene of fo many of his de- 
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Itcioi^s hours, — the fault h not in me, but in his 

imagination ; ^for I am fure I gave him fo 

minute a defcription, I was almoft aQiamed_, of 
it. 

When Fate was looking forwards one after- 
noon, into the great tranfadtions of future times, 
i— and recollected for what purpofes this little 
plot, by a decree fall bound down in iron, had 

been deft incd, —flit gave a nod to kature. 

' Twas enough — Nature threw half a fpadeful of 
thekindtiell compoft upon it, andjuft fo much . 
clay in it, as to retain the forms of angles and. 

indentings, -and fo little of it too, as not to 

cling to the fpade, and render works of fo much 
glory, nafty in foul weather. 

My uncle Toby came down, as the reader has 
been informed, with plans along with him, of al- 
nioft every fortified town in Italy and Flamlers ; 
fo, let the Duke of M.trlborougfi, or the- Allies, 
have fet down before what town tliey pleafed, my 
uncle Toby was prepared for them. 

His way, which was the fimpleft one in the 
world, was this ; as foon as ever a town was in- 
vefted(but fooncr when the delign was known) 
to. take iheplan of it, (let it he what town it 
would) and enlarge it upon a fcale to the cxa£l 
C:7.e of his bowling green ; upon the furface of 
which, by means of a large roll of packthread, 
and 3 number of fmall piquets driven into the 
ground, at the feveral angle? and redans, he 
transferred the lines from his paper ; then taking 
the profile of the places with its works, to de- 
termine the depths and flops of the ditches, 

the talus of the glacis, and the prccife height of 
the feveral banquets, parapets, &c. — he fet the 
Corporal to work — and fweetlywcnt it on': ■ - 
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The nature of the foil, — the nature of the work 
itfelf, — andaboveall, the good nature ofmyun- 
clc Toby fitting by from morning to night, and 
chatting kindly with the Corporal upon pad done 
deeds, — left labour Uttic elfe but the ceremony 
of the name. 

When the place was finilhcd in this manner, 

and put into a proper pofture of defence, 

it was invefled, and my uncle Toby and the 

Corporal began to run their firft parallel — —I beg 
I may not be interrupted in my ftory, by being 
told, that the firft parallel Oiould be at leaft three 
hundred toifes diftant from the main body of the 
place, — and that I have not left a fingle inch for 
n ; — for my uncle Toby took the liberty of en- 
croaching upon the kitchen garden, for the fake 
of enlarging his works on the bowling-green ; and 
for that reafon generally ran his firft and fecond 
parallels betwixt two rows of his cabbages and ht* 
colliflowers; theconveniencies and inconvcnien- 
cies of which will be confidered at large in the 
hiftoryofmy uncle Toby's and the Corporal's cam- 
paigns, of which, this I'm now writing is but a 
fkctch, and will be finifiied, if I conjeflurc right, 
in three pages (but there is no guefiing) — The 
campaigns themfelves will take up as many books ; 
and therefore 1 apprehend it would be hanging 
too great a weight of one kind of matter in fo 
flirafy a performance as this, to rhapfodi7e them, 
as I once intended, into the body of the work- 
Surely they had better be printed apart — We'll 
confider the affair — fo take the following Iketch 
of them ill the menu time. 
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CHAP. xxn. 

WHEN the town, with its works, was fi- 
nilhcd, my uncle Toby and the Corporal 
began to run their firft parallel not at ran- 
dom or any how — but from the fame points and 
didances the Allies had begun to run theirs ; and, 
regulating their approaches and attacks, by the 
accounts my uncle Toby received from the daily 
papers,— they went on, during the whole fiegc, 
ftep by ftepwith the Allies. 

When the Duke of Marlborough made alodg- 
ment, — my uncle Toby made a lodgment too — 
And when the face of a ballion was battered 
down, or a defence ruined, — the Corporal took 

his mattock and did as much, — and fo on; ■ 

gaining ground, &nd making themfeivea mafters 
of the works one after asnoi her, till the town fell - 
into their hands. . 

To one who took pleafure in the happy ftate 
ofotliers, there could not have been a- greater 
light in the world, than on a poil-morning, in 
which a praflicable breach had been made by 
the Duke of Marlborough in the main body of 
the place, — to have ftood behind the horn-beaiA 
liedge, and obferved the fpirit with which my 
uncle . Toby, with Trim behind him, Tallied 
forth ; — the one with the Gazette in his hand, — 
the other with a fpadc on his fhoulder, to execute 

the contents- What an honell trmmph in 

my uncls' Toby's looks as he marched up to the 
ramparts ! wrhat inienfe pleafure fwimming in 
his eye as he flood over the Corporal, reading the 
paragraph ten times over to turn, as he was 2e - 
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work, left, peradvemure, he fliould make the 
breach an inch too wide, — or leave it an inch loo 
narrow. — But when the chamade was beat, and 
the Corporal helped my Uncle up it, and followed 
with the colours in his hand, to 6x them upon 

the ramparts • — Heaven ! Earth ! Sea ! 

But what avail apoftrophes ? ■With all your 

elements, wet or dry, you never compounded fo 
intoxicating 9 draught ! 

In this trafl of happinefs, for many years, with- 
out one interruption to it, except now and then 
when the wind continued to blow due weA for a 
week or ten days together, which detained the 
Flanders mail, and kept them fo long in torture, ' 

but rtiil it was the torture of the happy — la 
this ira£\, I fay, did my uncle Toby and Trim 
move for many years, every year of which, and 
fomeCimes every month, from the invention of 
either the one or the other of them, adding Tome 
new, conceit or quirk of improvement to their 
operations, which always opened frc(h fpringsof 
delight in (tarrying them on. 

The firrt year's campaign was carried on,/rom 
beginning to end, in the plain and fimple method 
I have related. 

In the fecond year, in which my uncle Toby 
took Liege and Ruremond, he thought he might 
afford the eipenceof four handfome draw-bridges, 
two of which I have given an exatl defcription of, 
in the former part of my work. 

At the letter end of the fame year, h& added a 

couple of gates wjih portcullifes: Thefet 

laft were converted afterwards into orgues, aft 
the becterthirjg ■, and during the winter of thc: 
fame year, my uncle Toby, initead of a new fuit. 
of cloches, which he always bad at Chriftma^, 
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IreaCcd himfelf with ahantifome fentry-box, to 
Aand at the corner of the bowJing- green, betwixt 
which point and the foot of the glacis, there was 
left a little kind of an cfplanade, for him and 
the Corporal to confer and hold councils of war 
upon. 

^The fentry-box was in cafe of rain. 

All thefe .were painted white three times over ' 
theenfuing fpiing, which enabled my uncle To- 
by to take the field with great fplendour. 

My father would often fay to Yorick, that if' 
any mortal in the whole univerfe had done fuch 
a thing, except his brother Toby, it would have 
been looked upon by the world as one of the moft 
refined fatiresuponthe parade and prancing man- 
ner, in which LouiS' XJV. from the beginning 
of the war, but particularly that very year, had- 
taken the field— — 'But 'tis not my brother Toby's 
nature> kind foul i my father Would add, to iAfuIt 
any one. 

But let us go on; . 



CHAP. xxnr. ■ 

I'Muftobferve, that although in the firil year's 
campaign, the word town is oflen'm'eiiti&n- 

cd yet there was 00 town at that time within ■ 

the polygon ; that addition was not made till the 
fummer following the fpring ih|which'tfie bridges - 
and fentry-box were painted, which -was- the 
third year of my uncle Toby's campaigns,!' ■ , 
when, upon his taking Amberg, Bonn, and'Rhin-' 
berg, and Huyand Limbourg, one after another, 
a thought came into the Corporal's head, that to 
taJkof taking fo many towns, without one town -■ 
K 6 
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to Oiow for it, — was a very nonfenfical way of 
going to work, and fo propofed to my uncle To- 
by, that they Ibould have a little model of a toym 
built for them, — to be run up together, of flit 
deals, and then painted, and clapped within the 
the interior polygon, to ferve for all. 

My uncle Toby felt the good of the projcfl in- 
flantly, and indantly agreed to it, but with the 
addition of two Cngular improvements, of which 
he was almod as proud, as if he had been the 
original inventor of the project himfelf. 

The one was, to have the town built exactly in 
the Ityle of thofe, of which it was molt likely to 
be the reprefcntative:— with grated windows, and 
the gable ends of the houfes facing the ftreets^ 
£cc. &C. as thofe in Ghent and Bruges, and the 
reil of the towns in Brabant and Flanderi. 

The other was, not to have the houfes run 
up together, as the Corporal propofed, but to 
have every houfe independent, to hook on, or - 
off, fo as to form into the plan of whatever town 
they pleafed. — ^This was put dire£lly into hand ; 
and many and many a look of mutual congratula- 
tion was exchanged between my uncle Toby and 
the Corporal, as the carpenter did the work. , 

, It anrwerediprodifjioully the next fummer ■ 

—the town was a perfedl Proteus— It was Lan- 
dcnj and Xreibach, and Santvliet, and Drufen, . 

and Il^genau, and then it was Oftcnd, and 

Meniq, and Aeth, and Dendermond. 

-r. — r&urgly, never did any town aft fo many • 
parts, fince Sodom and Gomorrah, as my uncle j 
Toby's towa did. 
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In the fourth year, my uncle Toby, thinking a 
town looked foolifhly without a church, added a 

very fine one with a iteeple. ^Trim was for 

having bells in it, — My uncle Toby faid, the metal 
had better be caft into cannon. . 

This led the way the next campaign for half a 
dozen brafs field-pieces, — to be planted three and 
three, on each fide of my uncle Toby's fentry- 
boj ; and, in a liiort time, thefe led the way for a 
train .of fomcwhat larger, — am! fo on — (as mult 
always be the cafe in hobby-horfical affairs) from 
piccesof half an inchbore, till it came atldll to 
my father's jack-boots. 

The next year, which was that in which Lifle 
was befieged, and at the clofe of which both 
Ghent and Bruges fell into our hands, — my un- 
cle Toby was fadly put to it for proper ammu- 
nition ; — I fay proper ammunition — becaufe his 

great artillery would not bear powder : and 

'twas well for the bhandy family they would not. 
— For fo full were the papers, from the begin- 
ning to the end of the fiege, of the inceflant fi- 
rings kept up by the bcfiegers — andfo heated was 
my uncle Toby's imagination with the accounts 
of them, that he had infallibly Ihot away all his 
ellate. 

Something, thcreforej was wanting, as a 
fuccedaneum, efpecially in one or two of the 
more violent paroxyfms of the fiege, to keep up 
fomething like a continual firing in the imagina- 
tion, and this fomething the Corporal, whofe 

principal ftrength lay in invention, fupplicd by 
an entire new fyftem of battering of his own, 

^without which, this hud been objected to by 

military critics, to the end of the world, as one 
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of the great dcfiderata of my uacle Toby's appa- 
ratus. 

This wUl not be explained the worfe, for fct- 
6ng oiF, as I generally do, at a little dtllance 

from tliefubjefl. 



CHAP. XXIV, 

WITH two OT three other trinkets, fmall in 
themfetves, but of great regard, which 
■poor Tom, the Corporal's unfortunate brother, 
had fent him over with the account of his mar' 
riagewith the Jew's widow -there was 

A Montero-cap and two Turkifh tobacco-pipes. 

The Montero-cap I fiiall dcfcribc by and by. 
—;— The turkiih 'tobacco-pipes had nothing par- 
ticular' in .them ; they were fitted up and oma- 
.mented, as ufual, with flexible tubes of Morocco 
leather and gold wire, and mounted at their ends, 

the one' of them with ivory, the other with 

black ebony, tipp'd with filvcr. 

My father, who faw all things in lights differ- 
cut from the reft of the world, would fay to the 
Corporal, that he ought to look upon thefe two 
prefents, more as tokens of his brother's nicety, 
than his aficflion. — Tom did not care, Trim, he 
would fay, to put on the cap, or to fmoke in the 
tobacco pipe of a Jew, — Godblefk your Honour, 
the Corporal would fay, (giving a Itrong reafon to 
the contrary) how can that be ? — 

The Montero-cap was fcarlet, of a fuperfine 
Spanilh cloth, dyed in grain, and mounted ail 
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round with fur, esfcpt about four inches in the 
ftpnt, which w^^ fated with a light blue, flight- 
ly embroidered,— ^—and feemed to have been the 
propeityofa I'ortuguefc quarter-niafter, not of 
i'cjct, but of horfe, as the word denotes. 

The Corporal was not a little proud of it, aa 
well for hii< own fake, a^ the fake of the giver, 
fofeldomor never put k on but upon GALi-daysj 
and yet never waa a ,Montero-cap put to fo many 
ufcs : for in all controverted points, whether mi- 
lit:iry or culinary, provided the Corporal was fure 
he was ia the right) -^— it was either his oath,— 
his wager,; or . kisgif t. 

— 'Twas his gift in the prcfentcafe. 

ril be bound, faid the Corporal, fpeaking to 
himfelf, to give away my Montero cap to the 
firll beggar who comes to the door, ifldono* 
manage this matter to his Honour's fatisfadlion. 

The completion was no farther off, than the 
very next morning : which was that of the ftorm 
of the counterfca.1 p betwixt the Lower Deulc, to 

the right, and the gate of St. Andrew, and 

on the left, between St. Magdalen's and the ri- 

As this was the moft memorable attack in the 
whole war,— -the raofl gallant and obft inate on 

botli fides, and, I mull add, the moft bloody 

tooifor itcoft the Allies thefnfelves that morning. 
above eleven hundred men, — my uncle Toby pre- 
pared himfelf for it with a more than ordinary 
folemnity. 

The eve which preceded, as my uncle Tobjr 
went to bed, he ord<;red his RamiJlie wigi which, 
had lain infide out for many years in the furoer 
of an old campaigning trunk, which flood by 
his bed-fide, to be taken out and laid upgn the 



..Google 



i+a Thk life and opinions o» 

lid of it, ready for the morning j — and the verr 
firft thing he did in his fiiirt, when he had ftep- 
ped out of beJ, my uncle Toby,after he had turn- 
ed the rough fide outwards,-— put it on :— This 
done, he proceeded neitt to his breeches, and hav- 
ing buttoned the waiftand, he forthwith buckled 
on hts fwort-belt, and had got his fvord halfway 
in, ' ■ -when he confidered he Ihould wane 
(having, and that it would be very inconvenient 

doing it with his fvord on, — fo took it off,: 

— In alTaying to put on his regimenCal coat and 
waillcaat, my uncle Toby found the fame objec- 
tion in his wig, — fo that went off too :• - S o 
that, what with one thing, and what with an- 
other, as always falls out when a man is in the 
moit hade, — 'twas ten o'clock, which was half an 
hour later than his ufual time, before my uncle 
Toby fallied out. 



CHAP. XXV. 

MY uncle Toby had fcarce turned the comer 
of his yew hedge, which feparatcd his 
i-garden from his bowHng-green, when he 
perceived the Corporal had begun the attack wUIi- 

Lct me flop and give you a piflure of the Cor- 
poral's apparatus, and of the Corporal hiibfelf, 
in the height of, this attack, jultas it Rruckmy 
uncle Toby, as he turned towards the fcntry-bojt, 
where the Corporal was at work ;~ for in Nature 
. there is not fnch another,— nor can any combina- 
tion of all that is grotefque and whimfical in her 
works produce its equal. 
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The Corporal 

' Tread lightly on his a{hes, ye men of ge- 
nius, for he was your kinfman : 

Weed hia grave dean ye men ofgoodnefs, — 
for he was your brother. —-—Oh Corporal ! *iad I 
thee but now,— now that I am able to give thee 
a dinner and proteSion, — how would I cherifii 
thee ! thou fltould'ft wear thy Montero cip every 

hour of the day, and every day of the week, 

and when it was worn out, I would purchafe thee 

a couple like it : But, alas ! alas ! alas ! nojw 

that I can do this, infpite of their reverences— — 
the occafion is ioet^— for the: zzt gone :. thy 
genius fled up to the stars, from whence it came i 
and that warm heart of thine, with all its ge- 
nerous and open velTels, comprefled into a clod of 
the Yalley ! 

— But what^— what is this to that future 
.and dreaded page, where I look towards the vel- 
vet pall, decorated with the military cnfigns of 
thy master — jhe first — the foremost of created 
beings; where — I (ball fee thee faithful fervant ! 
laying his fwotd and fcabbard, with a' trembling 
hand, acrofs his coflin, and thett returning pale 
as adie^ to the door, to take his mourning horfe 
by the bridle, to follow his hearfe, as he direft- 

cd thee ; where— all my father's fystems shall 

be baffled by his forrows ; and, in fpite of his . 
philofophy T ftiall behold him, as he infpe£ls 
the lackered plate, twice taking his fpeftacles 
from offbis nqfe, to wipe away the dew which 

nature has ftied upon them, When I fee him 

cast in the rofemary with an air of difconfolati- 
OHtwhich cries through niy ears, — O Toby ! in 
what corner of the world fhall I feek thy fel- 
low ? 
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— Gracious powers! whic!'. erft have opened 

the lips of the ctumh in his »iJi:--.-f3, and made the 

tongue of the ftammeri^r fp^.;'- plain when I 

fliall arrive at tliis .Ir-j.l.Lrf p.ge, deal not with 
me, then, with a Itiiue.l h-v.i.\. 



CHAP. xxvr. 



THE Corporal, who rhs m-ht before hid rc- 
folved in his mint!, to fupply the grand 
delideratum, of keeping up fomething like an in- 
ceJTant firing upon the eneroy, during the heat 
■ of the attack,— had no farther idea in his fancy 
at that time, than a contrivance of fmoking to- 
bacca'agaioll the town, oi't of one of my uncle 
Toby's fix field pieces, which were planted on 
each fide of his fcntry-bon ; the means of effcft- 
ing which, occurring to his fancy at the fame 
time, though he h^d pledged his cap, he thought 
it in no danger from the mifcaniage of his pro- 
.jerts. 

Upon turning it this way, and that, 'a little in 
his mind, he foon began to find out, that, by 
means of his two Turkilh tobacco-pipes, with 
the fiipplenient of three fmaller tubs of wafli- 
■leather at eafch of their lower ends, to be tagg'd 
by the fame number of tin-pipes fitted to the 
tonch-holes, and fealed with clay nest the can- 
non, and then tied hermetically with waxed filk 
at their feveral infertions into the Morocco tube, 
—he fliould be able to fire the fix.field pieces alf 
together, and with tlie fame cafe as to fire ons. 
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Let no man fay from what taggs and jaggs 
hints may not be cut out, for thi; advancement 
of human knowledge. Let no man, who has 
read my father's fitft and fecond beds of Juftice, 
ever rife up and fay again, from coUiGon of what 
kinds of bodies, Hght may, or may not be ftruck 
out, to carry the arta and fciences up to perfec- 
tion. — —Heaven! thou knowcft how I love them ; 
tholi knoweft the fccreta of my heart, and that . 
I. would this moment give my liiirt— .Thou art 
a fool, Shandy, fays EugeniuB,— for thou haft 
but a dozen in the world,?— and 'twill break thy 
fet ^— 

No matter for that, Eugcninus ; I would give 
the (hire off my back to be hunit into tinder, 
■were it only to fatisfy ore feverifh inquirer, ho\r 
many-fparks, at one good llroke, a good Hint and 
fteel could ftrikcinto die uil of it.^- — Think 
ye not, that, in ftriking thefe in, — he might, per- 
adventure, fliike fomediing out ? as fure as a 

—But this projeft by rfie by. 

The Corporal fat up the beft part of the night, 
in bringing his to pcrfeftion ; and having made a 
fufiicient proof of his cannon, with charging 
them t& the top with tobacco, — ■ — he went with 
' contentment to bed. 



CHAf. xxvir. 

THE Corporal had flipped out about ten mi- 
nutes before my uncle Toby, in order to 
fix his apparatus, and jull give the enemy a (hot 
or two before my uncle Toby came. 
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He had drawn the fix field-jwcccs, for this end, 
all clofe up together, in front of my uncle Toby's 
fentry-box, leaving only an interval nf about a 
yard and a half betwixt the three, on the right 
and left, for the convenience of charging, &c. 
—and the fake, polTibly, of two batteriesj which 
hi might think double the honour of one. 

In the rear, and fadng this opening, with his 
back to the door of the fentry-boi, for fear of 
being ilsnited,'h.a the Carporai wifely taken hi« 
port : — He held the ivory pipe, appertaining to 
the battery on the tight, betwixt the finger 
and thumb on his right hand, — and the ebony 
pipe tipp'd with filvcr, which appertained to the 
battery on the left, betwixt tiic finger and thumb 
of th^ other) — ^and withfaistight knoe ftixedfinn. 
upon the ground, aa if in the front rank of faia 
platoon, was the Corporal, with his Montero-cap 
upon hifl head, forioufly playing ofFhb two cro& - 
batteries at the fame time againft the counter- 
guard, which faced the counterfcarp, where the 
attack was to be made that morning. His firft 
intention, as I fakl, was no more than giving the 
enemya finglepuffor two;— but thepleafurcof 
the puffs, as wcU as the puffing had infeniiUy 
gat hold of the Corporal, and drawn him on from , 
puff to pufF, into the very height.ofthe attack* , 
by the time my uncle Toby joined him, 

'Twas well for my father, that my uncle Tobj.r 
had not bis will to raak? that day. 
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CHAP, xxviir. 



MY oiTcle Toby took the ivory pipe out of tli* 
Corporal's Jiand,— looked at it for ; half a 
minute, and returned it.' 

In lets than two minutes my uncle Toby took 
the pipe from the Corporal again and raifed- it 
half-way to his mouth— then hailily gave it back 
a fecond time. 

The Corporal redoubled the attack — my uncle 
Toby fmilcd— then looked grave- — then fmiled 
for a moment— -then looked ferious for a long 

time-! Givenichcddof the ivory pipe. Trim, faid 

my uncle Toby — my uncle Toby put it to his lips 
— drew it back direftly — gave a peep over tlie 

horn- beam hedge ; never did my uncle Toby's 

mouth water fo mucli for a pipe in his life. ■ 

My uncle Toby retired into ^e fentry-boxwith 
the pipe in his hand. 

• — Dear uncle Toby ! don't go into the fentry- 
box with the pipe— there's no trufting a man's 
felf with fuch a thing in fuch a corner. 

CHAP. XXIX. 



I beg the reader will affift me here, to wheel 
off my uncle Toby's ordnance behind the fcenes 
- to remove his fentry-bos, and clear the 
theatre, if polTible, of horn-works and half- 
moons, and get the reft of his military appara- 
tus out of the way;— that done, my dear friend 
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Garrick, we'll fnuffthe candles bright rwcep 

the ftagc with a new broom draw up the 

curtain, and exhibit ray uncle Tob>y drefled in a 
new charat^er, throughout which the world can 
have no idea how he will aft : and yet, if pity 
be akin to love,— —atid bravery no alien to it, you 
have feen enough of my tincle Toby in thefe, 
to trace thcfc family likenefles betwixt the two 
palEons (in cafe there ia one} to your heart's con- 
tent. 

Vain fcicncc ! thou alEHedus in. no cafe of 
this kind and thou puzzlelt us in every one. 

There was. Madam, in my uncle Toby, a 
finglcnefs of heart, which milled him fo far out 
of the little Terpentine tracks in which things of 
this nature ufually go on, you can — —you can 
have no conception of it t with this, there was 
a plainnefs and (implicity of thinking, with fuch 
an unmiftrufting ignorance of the plies and fold- 
ings of the heart of woman and fo naked 

and defenceiefs did he ftand before you, (when a 
fiegewasoutof his head) that you might have 
flood behind any one of your ferpentine walks^ 
and fhot my uncle Toby, ten times in a day, 
through his. liver, if nine times in a day, Madam, 
had not ferved your purpofc. 

With all this. Madam and what confound- 
ed every thing as much on the other hand, my 
uncle Toby had that unparalleled modeily of na- 
ture I once told you of, and which, by the by, 
(Icfed eternal fentry upon his. feelings, that yoa 

might as foon But where am I going ? thefe 

reflcdlions crowd in upon me ten pages at leaft 
too foon, and take up that time which I ought to 
beftow upon fa^a. 
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CHAP. SXX. 

OF the few legitimate fons of Adam, whofc 
brealls never felt what the fting of love was 

— (maintaining, firft, all myfogyniiils to be baf- 
tatdi) — the grcateft heroes of ancient and modern 
ftory have carried off, amongft them, nine parts 
in ten of the honour ; and I wifli, for their fakes, 
I had the key of my ftudy out of my ilraw-well 
only for five minutes, to tell you their names— 
rccollefl them I cannot — fobc content to accept 
of thefe, for the prefent, in their ftead.— — 

There was the great king Aldrovandus, and 
Bofphorus, and Cappadodus, and Dardanus, and 
Pontus, and Afius, — to fay- nothing of the iron- 
hearted Charles the Xllth, whom the C-untcfs 

ofK*"*'* herfelf could make nothing of 

There was Babylonicus, and Mediterratt«us, and 
Polixcnes, and Perilcus, and Pruficus, not one 
of whom {except Cappadocius and Pontus, who 
were both a little fufpefted) ever once bowed 
down his bread to the goddefs — The truth is, 
they had all of them fomething elfe to do— and 
fo had my uncle Toby,— till Fate — till Fate, 1 fay, 
envying his name the glory of being bunded 
down to pofterjty with Aldrovandus's and the 
reft — flic bafely patched up the peace of Utrechi. 

■—Believe me. Sirs, 'twas the worft deed (lie 
did that year. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

A MONGST the many ill confequenccs of 
_/\_thc treaty of Utrecht, it was within a point 
of giving my uncle Tobyafurfcit of fiegcs, and 
though he recovered hia appetite afterwaTfls, yet 
Calais itfclfleft not a deeper fear in Mary's heart, 
than Utrecht upon my uncle Toby's.— To the 
end of his life he never could hear Utrecht men- 
tioned upon any account whatever, — or fo much 
as read an article of news extrafted out of the 
Utrecht Gazette, without fetching a figh, asif his 
heart would break in twain. 

My father, who was a great MOTiVE-MON- 
CER, and cont'cquently a very dangerous perfon 
for a man to fit by, either laughing or crying 
—for he generally knew your motive for doing 
both, much better than you knew it yourfelf — 
would always confole my uncle Toby upon thefe 
occaGons, inawaywbich {howed plainly, he ima- 
gined my uncle 'I'oby grieved for nothmg in the 
whole aifair, fo much as the lod of his hobby- 
horfe — Never mind, brother Toby, he would fay 
— by God's blefling we ftiaJl have another war 
br^ak out again fome of thefe days ; and when it 
does — the belligerent powers, if they would hang 
themfelves, cannot keep us out of play— I deiy 
'eni, my dear Toby, he would add, to take coun- 
tries without taking towns— or towns without 
fieges. 

My uncle Toby never took this back-ilrokc of 
my fatlier's at Jiis hobby-horfc kindly 
He thought the ftroke ungenerous i and the more 
fo, bccaufc in ilriking the hotfe, he hit the rider 
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-too, and in die mod difbonourable part a blovir 
could fall : fo that upon tliefe occaGons, he al- 
ways laid down his pipe upon the table with 
more fire to defond himftlf then cosiinon. 

I told the reader, rfiis time two years, that my 
-tmclc Toby was not eloqaent ; and ia die very 
fame page gave an inftance to the contrary :—— 
I repeat the obfervation, and a foA which am-* 
tradi£ts k again. — He was not doqncnt— 4t wb« 
notea^ to my unde Tobyt« mntte long harm- 
gacff — and fce hated florid ones; but there weiie 
occalions where the ftreani over&ovied the m<i% 
and ran -fo coimter to it^ nfuat courie, that, ia 
feme parts, my unctc Toby, for a time, was at 
Icaft equal to Tertnllus — but in odiers, in my 
own opinion, infinitely above him. 

My father was fo h4gf)Iy pleafed with one of 
thefe apologerical orations of my unole Tf^'s, 
-whirfi he had delivered one evening before him 
and Yotick, that he wrote it down before Jw 
■went to bed. 

I have had the good fortune to n>cct with k 
amongfl my father's papers, with here and there 
an infertioB of his own, betwixt two crot^e* 
thus I I and is indorfed 

My brother Toby's fuftification of his own prin- 
ciples and condu^, in wifhing to continue 'the 

i may fafely fey, 1 fctve read over this apologeti- 
cal oration of my unde Toby's a tiundved timeSf 
and ttiinlc it fb €ne a model of defence, and -{hows 
fofwect a temperament of g^tantry and good 
prmciplcs in him, that I give it the world, word 
for word (inlerlineaHons and all) as I find it. 
Vol. II. . L 
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CHAP. XXXII.- 

My uncle Toar's apologetical otation. 

I AM not InfenfiUe, brother Shandy, that when 
a man, whofc profcflion is in arms, wiHics, as 

I have done, for war, it has an ill afpe^ to 

the 'World ; and that, how juft and right 

foerer his motives and intentions may be, he 

fiands in an uneafy pofturc, in vindicatiDg him* 
felffrom private views in doing it. 

For this caufc, if a foldicr is a prudent man, 
which he may be, without being a jot the lefs 
brave, he wjU be fure not to utter his wifti in the 
hearing of an enemy ; for, fay what he will, an 
enemy will not believe him- He will be cau- 
tious of doing it even to a friend, — leil he may 
fuffer in his cilccm : But if his heart is over- 
charged, and a fecret figh for arms muQ: have its 
vent, he will refcrve it for the ear of a brother, 
^who knows his character to the bottom, and 
what his true notions, difpofitions, and pitnci- 
flcs of honour are. What, I hope, I have been 
in all thefe, brother Shandy, would be unbecom- 
ing in me to fay : — much worfe, I know, have 
I been than I ought,— ^and fomething worfe, 
perhaps, than I think, : But fuch as 1 am, you, 
my dear brother Shandy, who have fucked the 

famebreafts with me, and with whom I have 

been brought up from my cradle, and from 

whofe knowledge, from the £rft hours of our 
boyilh pallimea, down to this, I have coo- 
xealed no one a£lion of my life, and fcarqp a 
thought in it — Such as I am, hrotluT, you muft. 
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bf this tinie> know me, with aQ my vtces, and 
with all my wcaknelTcs too, whether of my age, 
my temper, my paffipna, or my underftandlng. ^ 

Tell me, then, my dear brother Hiandy, upon 
which of them it is, that . when I condemned the 
peace of Utrecht, and grieved the war waa not 
carried on with vigour a little longer, you jhould ■ 
think your brother did it upon unworthy views j. 
or that, in uiflung for war, he {hould be bad 
enough to wiQi more of his fellow- creatures flain, 

■ more flares made, and more families drivcp 

from their peaceful habitations, merely for hit 

own plcafurc : Tell me, brother Shandy, u- 

pon what tfne deed of mine do you ground it 1 
{The devil a deed do I know of, dear Toby, but 
one for an hundred pounds, which I lent thee to 
carry on thefe curfed fieges.] 

If, when I was a fchool-boy, I could not hear 

a drumbeat, but my heart beat with it— was it 

my fault ? — Did I plant the propenfity there ?— — 
Did I found the alarm within, or Nature ? 

"When Guy, Earl of Warwick, and Parifmut 
and Parifmenus, and Valentine and Orfon, and 
the Seven Champions of England were handed a- 

round the fchool, were they not all purchafed 

with my own pocket-money ? Was that felfilh, 
brother Shandy ? When we read over the ficge of 
Troy, which hfted ten years and eight months,— 
though, with fuch a train of artillery as we had at 
Namur, the town might have been carried in a 
week — was I not as mu,ch concerned for the dc- 
flruAion of the Greeks and Trojans as any boy 
of the whole fchool ? Had I not three (trokea of 
a ferula given me, two on my right hind and 
oncon my left, for calling Helena a bitch for it ? 
Did any one of you flied more tears for Heftor ? 
L2 
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.And wh«A king Priam cameto the camp to beg 
Ihs body, and TCturaed weeping back to Troy 

without it, you know, btother, I coeM not 

eatmjr dinner 

■ — —Did that befpeak me cruel ? or becaufe, 
brother Shandy, my blood flew out Into the camp, 
and my heart panted for war, — was it a proof it 
Conid not ache for die (tiftrefses of war too ? 
. O brother I 'ti> one thing ^ a fcddier to ga- 
ther laurels, — and 'tis another to fcatrer cypra* 

-< f Who told thee, my dear Toby, that cypreft 

-^ras nfcd by the ancients on mournful occafions ?3 

—Tib one thinf;, brother Shandy, for a foldier 

to hazard his own life to leap nrft dowm into 

the trench, where he is fure to be cut in pieces t 
■ I 'Tis one thing, from public fpirit, and a 

thirft of glory, to enter the breach the fir^ man, 
to Hand in the forcmoll ranlci and march 
bravely on with drums and trumpets^ and co- 
loors flying about his ears ;— — Tis one thing, I 

■ fay, brother Shandy, to do this and, 'tis an- 
other thing, to reflect on the mifertes of war ; — 
toTiew the defolations ef whole countries, end 
confider the intolerable fatigues and hardlhipt 
which the foldier himfelf, the inftrunient who 

i. works them, is forced (for fixpcnce a day, if he 
can get it) to undergo. 

Need I be told, dear Yerick, as I was by yoq, 

■ iWLc Fevre's funeral fcroHm, Thatfo foft and gen- 
He a creature, born to love, to mercy, and kind- 
ncfs, as man is, was not fhaped for this ?— Btrt 
why did you not add,1 Torick, if not by NA- 
TURE — that he is fo by necessity ? — For what 

.is war ? what is it, Torick, when fou^t, as ova 
.htsbee^ upon principles of tibecty, and upoa 
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inmcipleB of honour — what isit, but the getting 
together of quiet and hurmleis people, with their 
fwords in their hands, to ke^p the ambitious and 
the turbulent within bounds ? And heaven is my 
witnefs, brother Shandy, that the pleafurc I have 
taken in thcfe things — and that infimte delight, 
in particular, which has attended my Gcges in my 
bowling- green, has ariCco within me, and*! bo|ts 
IB the Corporal too, from the confciourneri W4 
both had, that, in carrying them on, we were an- 
fwering .the great ends of out creatbu. 



CHAP; xxxni. 



TTold the Chriftian reader .1 fay Chriftian 

I — hoping he 13 one — and if he is not, I am 
foirj for it — and only beg he will conlider the 
matter with himfelf, and not lay the blame- en- 
tirely upon this book 

I told him. Sir, ' for, in good truth, when a 
man is telling a ftory in the ftrange way I do 
mine, he is obliged continually to be going bacb* 
wards and forwards, to keep all tight together in 
the reader's ^ncy— ^ — which, for my own part, if 
I did not take heed to do mors than at ia(t, 
there is fo much unfixed and etjuivocal matter 
ftarting up, with fo many breaks and gaps in it 
—and fo little lervice do the ftars aSbrd, wliich, 
neverthelefs , I hang up in tome of the darkeft 
parages, knowing that the world is apt to lofc its . 
way, with all the lights the,fun itfelf at noon-day 
can gireit — and now you fee I am loft myfclf!— 
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— But 'tis my father's fault ; and whenever my 
brains come to be dtdefted, you will percciTC, 
without fpeflacles, that he has left a large uneven 
thread, as you fomctimes fee in an unfalcabte 
piece of cambrick, running along ihewhole length 
of the web, and fo untowardly, you cannot 'fo 
much as cut out a " •, (here I hang up a couple 
of lights again) — or a fillet, qr a thumb ftaU,but 
it is fcen or Felt.' 

. Quanta id diligentius in Hberig procreandis ca- 
vendum, fayeth Garden, All which being confi- 
dered, and that you fee 'tis morally impra^icable 
for me to wind this round to where I fet out— 
I begin the chapter over again. 



CHAP. XXXIV. 



I Told the Chrillian readerSi in the beginning 
of the chapter which preceded my uncle To- 
by's apologetical oration,— though in a different 
trope from what I (hall make ufe of now, That 
the peace of Utrcchtwas within an ace of creat- 
ing the fame fhynefs betwixt my uncle Toby and 
his hobby-horfe, as it did betwixt the Queen and 
the reft of the confederating powers. 

There is an indignant way, in which a man- 
fomctimes difmounts his horfe, which as good 
as fays to him, <' I'll go afoot. Sir, all the days 
" of roy life, before I would ride a fingle mile 
" upon your back again," Now, my uncle To- 
by could not b« faid to difmount his horfe in this 
mannersfor,inllri£)ncfsof language, he could not 
be faid to diAnount his horfe at all, — his horfe ra- 
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ther flung him^^and fometimesvicioully, which 
made my uncle Toby take it ten times more un- 
kindly. Let this matter be fettled by ftate jockies 
as they like— —it created, 1 fay, a fort of (hynefs 

betwixt my uncle Toby and his hobby-horfe 

He had no occaQon for him from the month of 
March to November, which was the fummer af- 
ter the articles were figned, except it was now 
and then to take a Ihort ride out, jult to fee that 
the fortifications and harbour of Dunkirk were 
demoliihed, according to llipulation. **( 

The French were fo backward all that fum- 
mer in ferting about that aSair, and Moiifieur 
Tugghe,tbe deputy from the magillratea of Dun- 
kirk, prefcntcd fo many affedling petitions to the 

Queeni befecching-her Majeity, to caufe only 

her thunderbolts to fait upon the martial works, 

Vhich might have incurred her difpleafurc, 

but to fpare to fpare the mole, for the mole's 

fake ; which, in its naked licuation, could be no 

more than an objeft of pity and the Queen- 

(-who w^B but a woman) being ot a pitiful dif- 

polition, and her miniftera alfo,. they not 

wifliing in their hearts to have the town difman- 
ilcd, for thcfe private reafons, * • * 



• * i fo that the whole went heavily on 

with my uncle Toby i infomuch, that it was not 
within three full months, after he and the Cor- 
poral had conilrufled the town, and put it in a 
condition to be deftroyed, that the fevcral com. 

L + 
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zaanilants, aoanm&iia, dopiHMs, negoAatatty. 
and intendants, would pesmit him to fet aboot it. 
——Fatal mtcTval of inactivity ! 

The Corporal was for beginning the dcnoolt- 
tton, bj making a breach in Hie Eaotparlc, or 

maia fortifications a£ the tow a -^— Na^ — ■■ 

that will never do, CorporaJ, {sad atj uacle To- 
by ; for, in goingthat waytoworic with tbc town, 
the Englilh garrijon.will not be fafeinit an hoar; 
becaufe, if the French are tseadKrous — ^Thcj arc 
treacherous as devils, an' pleafe yO[irH(»>oiir,£ud 
the Corporal — Itgiveg me concent always when 
hear it, Trim, faid my uncle Toby^ — — tfor thur 
don't want perfonal bravery ; and if a breach it 
made in the ramp^ts, they ma.y enter it, and 
make themfelves maltcTS of the place when they 

pleafe. Let them enter it, faid riw CorporHl, 

lifting up his ploneei's fpade in both hii liaads^ 
as if he was, going to lay about him with it,—. — 
let thent enter, an' plcaG: your Honour, if they 
dare.— ^In cafes like this, Corporai, faiduy nn- 
cle Toby, flipping tus right hand down to the 
middle of his cane, and holding tt afterwards 
truncheon- wife, with his fore fioger eztcDded, 
'tis no part (^the c on fideration of a com- 
mandant, what the enemy dare or what 

they dare not do ; he muft aft with prudence. 
"We will begin with ihe outworks both towards 
the fea and the land, and particularly with Fort 
Louis, the mo-ft diilant of t^em all, and demolifh 
it Hrlt,— : — ^^— and the reft, one by one, both 
on our right and left, as we retreat towards 

the town ; — -■■ then we'll dcmoliOithe inole, 

next fill up the harbour, -then re- 
tire into the c'ftadtl, and blow it up into the 
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a^ ; andb^ViBg <toM that, Caiperal, we'll embark 
for England. — We arc there, quoth the Corporal, 
i>e«olle^iUiig hiBifelf.-— — Veiy true, laid my. un- 
cle To^' ■ ' '■■Jooking at the churchk 

CHAP. XXXV. 

Dclufive, delicious confiiltatiofl or two of 

this kind, betwixt my uncle Toby and 

Trim, upon the dcmoli^on of Cunkirk, — for a. 
moment rallied by the ideas of thofe pleafures, 
which were JUpptng from under him: — SiU— 
ftill all went on heavil y ' the magick left the 
miml the weaker. — Stillnkeb with Silence 
at liCT back, entered the folitary pirlour, and drev 
tbeir gauzy niatitle orer my uncle Toby's head ;. 
'— — and llisTi^EsiiEgs,wi(h her lax fibre and vn- 
dtrc&ed ejec, fat quietly dowa belidchiiii iin bia 

ann-chair. No longer Amberg, and Rhin- 

berg, and Limboutg, and Huy, and Boon, in 

oBfi yea r —— and the pioEpc^ of Landen, 

and Trerbach, and Drufen, and Dendcrmond, 

the next— hujiied on the blood !- tio longer 

didfapSf.and mines, and blinds, and gabions, and 
palifadoes, keep out this fair enemy of man'a 
eepofe :— — No more couW my uncle Toby, 
afncr pafling the French hnes, a* he eat hk egg 
at tufrpei, irom thence break into the heart (^ 

France,— crofe over the Oyefi, and, with all 

Picardle open behind him, march up to the gates 
of Paris, ford faE ailecp with nothing but ideas 
of gJory ;. — _— ^No more was he to dream, he 
had fixed the royal Itandard upon the tower of-. 
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the Badilr, and awake with it ftreaming m hFff 
head. 

Softer vifions, gentler vibrations, ftolc 

fwcctly in upon his flumbers ; — the trumpet o£ 

war fcllout of his hands: ^he took upthelute^ 

fweet iattrument! of all Others the moft deli- 
cate ! the moll difficult ! how wilt thou touch: 

it, my dear uncle Toby? 

CHAP. SXXVL 

NOW, becaufe I have once or twice faidiirr 
my inconfideratc way of talking, that I 
was confident the following tnemDir« of my un- 
cle Toby's courtfliip of widow Wadman, when- 
ever I got time to write them, would turn out onc- 
of the moft complete fyftems, both of die elemen- 
tary and praflical part of love and love-making* 

that ever was addcelTcd to the world- are yoa 

to imagine from thrnce that I Ihall fet out with a 
defcription of what Love is f whether part God 

and part Devil, as Piotinus will have it 

— Or,'by a more critical equation, and fuppof-. 
ing the whole of Love to be as ten — to determine^ 
with Ficintjs, " How many parts of it— ^the one^ 
and how mao^ the other ■"—or whether it is all 
of it one great devil, from head to tail, as Pla- 
to has taken upon him to pronounce ; concern-' 
ing which conceit of his, I (hall not ofler my 

opinion: ^but my opinion of Plato is this,. 

That he appears, from this iollance, to have- 
been a man of much the fame temper and way) 
ofceafoning with Do&or Baynard, whobeiiiga. 
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great enemy to bitftcis, as imagining tiiAt half a 
dozen ofem on at once, would draw a man as 

furely to his grave, as a hearfe and fir raflily 

concluded, that the devil himfelf was nothing in 
'the world, but one great bouncing cantharidis — ■ 

I have nothing to fay to people who allow them- 
felves this monftrotis liberty in arguing, but what 
Nazianzen cried out (that is, polemically) to Phi- 
lagrius— 

tt Evyi!" O rare ! 'tis fine reafoning. Sir, in- 

" deed ! »r.fA<«fH[t. n«(*i« and mod no- 

" biy do you aim at trath, when you philofophize 
•' about it in your moods and paffions." 

Nor is it to be imagined, for the fame reafons, 
I fhould ftop to enquire, whether Love is a difeafc 

or embroil myfclf with Rhafis and Diofcori- 

des, whether the feat of it is in the brain ■ or liver 
becaufe this would lead me on to an exami- 
nation of the two very oppofite manners in which 
patients have been treated — the one, of Afetius, 
who always began with a cooling glider of hemp- 
feed and bniifed cucumbers and followed on 

with thin potations of water lilies and purflane — 
to which he added a pinch of fnufF, of the herb 

hanea and, where Astius durit venture it — 

his topaz ring. 

— — -»Thc other, thai of Gordonius, who (in-, 
his cap. 15. de Amore) directs they (hould be 
thrallied " ad putorem ufquc,"— ^till they ftink 
again. 

Thefe are dlfquifitions, which my father, who- 
had laid in a great (locic of knowledge of this 
kind, will be very bufy with, in_ the progrefs of 
my uncle Toby's affairs : I mutt anticipate thus 
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miichi^al fieiK ius theories of lore, [with whkb- 
by tbe way, be oontriTcd to erucLfy my uocle 
Toby's mind, almoft as much as hi» amosn them- 

Cslvesj-^he took a fingle fiep into prit£tic% ^ 

aiul> ^r Dteane of a camphorated ccMcioth) which - 
he foHod mcana to impofc upon the taykir for 
buckraoi) wlutft he was maloi^ my uacle Toby 
a new pair of W c eches, be produced Gordoiutis's 
tffeH. upon my uncle Toby, withoutthe di%race. 
What dunges this prt^ced, wilt be rcsd ia 
its proper place : all that ia needful to be added 
to the anecdote, is thi£, — That whatever eSeiX it 

had upon my uncle Toby, it bad a vile effeA 

upon tbe lioufe ; — and if my uncle Toby had not 
foiobed it dowa as be did> it tnigbt bavc bad a- 
lale effitft upon my father too. 

CHAP, xsxvir. 

— ~»."TnWlLL come out of itfelf by and bf 
J_ -~ — All I contend for is, that I am - 
QOt oUiged to fi:t out with a definition of what 
love is; and fo long as t can go on with my Itorjr 
iatcUigibly, with the help of the word itfelf, witl^ 
out any other idea to it, than vhat I hare ia com- 
mon with the reft of the world, why fltould I 
diffor from it a moment before the time ?— Wheti 
I can get on no farther, — and find myfelf entao- 
gled on all fides of this myftick labyrinth, — ^my - 
Opinion will then come in, in courfc, — and lead 
me out. 

At prefent, I hope I fliall be fufficicntly under- 
ftood, in telling the reader, my unde Toby fcH im . 
lore : . 
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— Not that the phrafe is at all to my liking : 
-for, to fay a man is fallen in lore, — or that he is 
deeply in love, — or up to die ears In love, — and 
fometimes even over head and cars in it, — carries 
an idiomatical kind of implication, that love ia^ 

thing below a man : this is recurring again 

to Plato's opinion, which, with all his divinity- 

fhip — I hold to be damnable and iieredcal ; 

and fo much for that. 

I^t love, therefore,.bc what it will, — my uncle 
"Toby fell into it. 

And poflibly, gentle reader, with fuch a 

temptation — fo wouldft ihou : For never did thy 
eyes behold, or thy concupifcence covet, any 
thing in this world more concupifcible than Wi- 
dow W adman. 

CHAP- XXXVIII. 

TO conceive this right — call for pen and Ink 
— here's paper ready to your hand. Sit 

-down, Sir, paint her to your own mind as 

like your midrefs as your confcience will let 
you — 'tis allone to me — ^pleafe but your own 
fancy in it. 
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Was ever any thing in Nature fo fwcet ! 

fo e» qui Etc \ 

——Then, dear Sir, how could my uncle Toby 
rcCft it ? 

Thrice haf^y book! thou wilt have o^je page* 
at leaft, within thy cavers, which Malice will not 
blacken, and which ignorance cannot mifTeprC' 
Xent. 

CHAP, XKXIX. 

AS Sufannah wa? ■ informed, by an cxprcri 
from Mr6. Bridget, of my uncle Toby's fal- 
ling in love with her miftrefs, fifieen days before 

il happened, the contents of which exprefs, 

Sufannah communicated to my mother the next 

Jay, it has juit given mean opportunity of 

entering upon my uncle Toby's amputs a fort- 
night before their ciiftence. 

1 have an article of news to tell you, Mr. 

Shandy, quoth my mother, which will furprize 
you greatly. 

Now my father was then holding one of his 
iecond beds of juftice, and was mufmg within 
himfelf about the hardfhips of matrimony, as my 
mother broke filencc. 

" My brother Toby, quoth Ihe, is^oing to 

" be married to Mrs. Wadman," 

Then he will never, quoth my father, be 

able to ty diagonally an his bed again ,^s~lSng-^ 
he lives. ^ 

It was a confuming vexation to my father, that 
my mother never afked the meaning of a thing 
flic did not undeifland. 
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—■ lliat (be is not a irofnacn of fdoKC, niT-fa- 
ther would fay, is her inisfortunt — ■■ —— but flie 
miglit aft a ^ueftion. 

My mother never did— —-In fhort, flie weitt 
oat of dte world at laft, wi^iout kDowrng w4ic- 
"rtier k turned round, or ftood ftill.—— ■^-My fa- 
ther had officioufly teld her -above- a thowftmd 
times which way it was, — but fiie always forgot. 

For thefe rcafons, a difcourfe feldom went on 
much farther betwixt them, than a propofition,— 
a reply, and a rejoinder; at the end of which, it 
generally took b r ea th for a few mtnutes, (asia 
the alftir of the breeches], and then went on a- 
gain. 

If he marries, 'twill be the werfc for us,--- — 
. quoth my mother. 

Not a cherry-ftone, faid my father ; he 

may as well letter away his means upon that, as 
any thing elfe. 

— To be fure, faid my mother : fo here ended 
the propofition,— the reply, — ■ — and therejoind- 
cr, 1 told you of. 

It win be fome ^ntafcment to hnn, too— faid 
-my father. 

A very great one, anfwercd my mother, if he 
Aould have children — ■ 

— LOTd banc mercy upon me, — faM my fjther 
tohimfelf— • »•*••• 
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I AM now 1>eginmng to get fairly into my 
work ; and, by tbe^ help of a vegetable diet, 
with a few of the . cold feeds, I make no doubt 
but I Oiall be able to go on with my uncle Toby's 
ftory, and my own> in a tolerable ftraight line. 
Now, * 




Thcfe vere the four lines I moved in through 

tuy firft, fecond, third, and fonrtfi Tolttme g m ■■■ - 
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In the fifth volume I have been very goodi — 
the prccife line I have Jefcribed in it being thus : 




By which it appears, that, eirtirt at the curve 

marked A, where I took a trip to Navarre 

- and the indented curve fi, which is the fhort air- 
ing when I was there with the lady Bauflierc and 
herpage-r-I have not takeii the Icatl friik Of a 
digrellion,' till John de la CalTe's devils led me the 
round you fee marked D— — for as for c c c c c 
they are nothipg^ but parenthcfes, and the com- 
mon ins and suts incident to {he lives of the 
greatelt minifters of (late ; and when compared 
with what men have done. ■ roi with my own 

tranfgreffions at the letter A B D they vaoifli 

into nothing. 

In this laft volume, I have done better flilt — 
for, from the end of Le Fevre's epifodc, to the 

beginning of my uncle Toby's campaigns 1 

have fcarce fteppcd a yard outof my way- 

If I mend at this rate, it is not impofliblc 

bj the good leave of his grace of Bencvehlo's de- 
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vils but I may arrive hereafter at the excel- 

Icncy of going even on thus : 



■which line, drawn as ftraight as I could draw it, 
by a wricing-mafter's ruler, (borrowed for that 
purpofe), turning neither to the right hand or to 
the left^ 

This right line the path- way for Chrif- 

tians to walk in ! fay divines 

The emblem of moral re^itude ! fays 

Cicero 

The beft line ! fay cabbage-planters—— 

is the fliortell line, fays Archimedes, which can 
be drawn from one given point to another. 

O ! 1 wifh your LadyQiips would lay this mat- 
ter to heart in your neiLt birth* day fuits! 

What a journey [ 

Pray, can you tell me— — that is, without an- 
ger, beforel write my chapter upon ftraight lines 

by what miftalte who told them fo 

or how it has come to pafs, that your men of wit- 
and genius have all along confounded this line 
with the line of gravitation ? 



End of the Second Vol. , 
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